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MATTHEW 15:29-39 ~ 29NASBDeparting from there, Jesus went along by the Sea of 
Galilee, and having gone up on the mountain, He was sitting there. 30And large crowds 
came to Him, bringing with them those who were lame, crippled, blind, mute, and many 
others, and they laid them down at His feet; and He healed them. 31So the crowd 
marveled as they saw the mute speaking, the crippled restored, and the lame walking, 
and the blind seeing; and they glorified the God of Israel. 32And Jesus called His 
disciples to Him, and said, “I feel compassion for the people, because they have 
remained with Me now three days and have nothing to eat; and I do not want to send 
them away hungry, for they might faint on the way.” 33The disciples said to Him, 
“Where would we get so many loaves in this desolate place to satisfy such a large 
crowd?” 34And Jesus said to them, “How many loaves do you have?” And they said, 
“Seven, and a few small fish.” 35And He directed the people to sit down on the ground; 
36and He took the seven loaves and the fish; and giving thanks, He broke them and 
started giving them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people. 37And 
they all ate and were satisfied, and they picked up what was left over of the broken 
pieces, seven large baskets full. 38And those who ate were four thousand men, besides 
women and children. 39And sending away the crowds, Jesus got into the boat and 
came to the region of Magadan. 
 

Herod Philip’s capital city was Caesarea Philippi, Καισαρείας τῆς Φιλίππου (kī-sä-ȑā-

äs tās fē-lēp-pü), named after ___________ Augustus and ___________, home to the 
“Gates of Hell.” 



2 
 
From there to the Decapolis. Hippos was a walled city that controlled the territory all 
around, as well as two _________ on the Sea of Galilee below. 
 
 
 
 
 
I’m certain that for the first time, the majority of the people being ministered to were 
____________. There are a number of reasons – some of which are… 

 
The Gentile woman of “Great faith,” moved the ministry in a more _____________ 
direction. 

 
Jesus made a large circuit through extremely ____________ territory and then 
stopped in a very non-Jewish place. 

 
The people’s response to Jesus’ ministry among them? They “Glorified the God of 
___________.”  

 
The structure of the text itself is driving a __________. 

 
 
 
 
 
The 5,000 were primarily _________. Here, they are primarily__________. 
 

By the numbers for fun… ___ = God and ___ = man. ___ loaves for the Law, ___ 
fish for the covenants, and ___ baskets for the Tribes. In this feeding, the only 
explicit number is ___, which = completeness. 

 
 
 
 
 
This summary of the things Jesus was doing for the people is more in-depth here, 
because it shows that Jesus performed the same, not a lesser, _________________ 
for both groups. 
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Some people think the feeding happened once and that Matthew and Mark divided it 
into two separate events. It is not possible. 1) While similar, the ___________ cannot 
be reconciled. 2) When you __________ the second feeding as a breaking out beyond 
a Jewish only mission, it obviously means a second event. 3) The idea that Matthew 
and Mark would make such an error is ___________. 4) Both Gospels record Jesus 
___________ the two events as separate. (Matthew 16:9&10, Mark 8:18-20). 
 
 
 
 
 

The 12 baskets are κόφινος (kŏ-fē-nŏs), and the 7 large baskets are σπυρίς (spü-ȑēs) 

in every case. (Acts 9:25). (Matthew 14a, 12/15/19). 
 
 
 
 
 
He arrived “In the region of Magadan.” Mark calls it “The region of Dalmanutha” (Mark 
8:10). Jesus crossed from the Decapolis to Galilee, likely near ____________. 
 
 
 
 
 
MATTHEW 16:1-4 ~ 1NASBThe Pharisees and Sadducees came up, and testing Jesus, 
they asked Him to show them a sign from heaven. 2But He replied to them, “When it is 
evening, you say, ‘It will be fair weather, for the sky is red.’ 3“And in the morning, ‘There 
will be a storm today, for the sky…  
 

Fill out the other side, detach this part of the page, and place it in the 
offering plate or the prayer/suggestion box in the lobby or with an Elder or 
Deacon of the church. 

 
God Bless You! 
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… is red and threatening.’ Do you know how to discern the appearance of the sky, but 
cannot discern the signs of the times? 4“An evil and adulterous generation seeks after 
a sign; and a sign will not be given it, except the sign of Jonah.” And He left them and 
went away. 
 
Their method to ruin Him was “Testing.” The Bible has two words that are often 
translated as “Test.” 
 

The word for the positive test is δοκιμάζω (dŏ-kē-mä-dzō), and the word for the 

negative test is πειράζω (pā-ȑä-dzō). In a Biblical context, δοκιμάζω is a test of 

faith intended to ______/______ one’s faith. Whereas πειράζω is really a 

_____________, more than a true test, because it only ever seeks to find fault. 
 

One of the names for “Satan” is πειράζων – the “Tempter.” The ___________ 

plea in the Lord’s Prayer is related to the concept. 
 
 
 
 
 
The reason it is evil and adulterous to ask for a sign is it is active disbelief and so 
____________. (Matthew 4:7).  
 

The only sign will be the sign of Jonah. Earlier, in chapter 12, Jesus said the same 
thing, but there He elaborated that “Jonah was ______ days and ______ nights in 
the belly of the sea monster.”  (Matthew 12d, 9/9/19). 

 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Check all that apply – detach and place in the offering or the prayer box 
 

_____ I want to talk with the pastor about ___________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want prayer for _________________________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want to volunteer to _____________________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want more information about ______________________________________________ 
 

_____ Other __________________________________________________________________ 
 

Name ______________________ Address _________________________________________ 
 

Phone ______________________ Email ___________________________________________ 
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Alêtheia ~ Matthew 15e-16a ~ 020920 

 
“Gentile inclusion”  
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Matthew 15:29-39 ~ 29NASBDeparting from there, 
Jesus went along by the Sea of Galilee, and having 
gone up on the mountain, He was sitting there. 30And 
large crowds came to Him, bringing with them those 
who were lame, crippled, blind, mute, and many others, 
and they laid them down at His feet; and He healed 
them. 31So the crowd marveled as they saw the mute 
speaking, the crippled restored, and the lame walking, 
and the blind seeing; and they glorified the God of 
Israel. 32And Jesus called His disciples to Him, and 
said, “I feel compassion for the people, because they 
have remained with Me now three days and have 
nothing to eat; and I do not want to send them away 
hungry, for they might faint on the way.” 33The 
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disciples said to Him, “Where would we get so many 
loaves in this desolate place to satisfy such a large 
crowd?” 34And Jesus said to them, “How many loaves 
do you have?” And they said, “Seven, and a few small 
fish.” 35And He directed the people to sit down on the 
ground; 36and He took the seven loaves and the fish; 
and giving thanks, He broke them and started giving 
them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to 
the people. 37And they all ate and were satisfied, and 
they picked up what was left over of the broken pieces, 
seven large baskets full. 38And those who ate were 
four thousand men, besides women and children. 
39And sending away the crowds, Jesus got into the 
boat and came to the region of Magadan. 
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Last week we were near Tyre in the Roman Province of 
Syria where Jesus had, with a word, remotely 
exorcised a cruel demon from a little girl and 
completely restored her back to health. 
 
Jesus departed from there and Matthew’s next concern 
is what happened on the eastern shore of the Sea of 
Galilee. 
 
How did He get there? Mark tells us it was by way of 
Sidon. This is the most likely route they took to get to 
where our narrative takes place. From Tyre, up through 
Roman Syria (green), looping back around to the south 
and into Herod Philip’s territory (orange), and his 
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capital city of Caesarea Philippi. Philip the Tetrarch was 
the son of Herod the Great and his fifth wife Cleopatra 
of Jerusalem. It is likely that she was at least part 
Syrophoenician. Philip, like his brothers, was raised 
and educated in Rome. 
 
He named his capital after Caesar Augustus and 
himself. Καισαρείας τῆς Φιλίππου (kī-sä-ȑā-äs tās fē-
lēp-pü), Philip’s Caesarea. Pronounced in Greek you 
can see how Caesar (Καῖσαρ), gave us the German 
Kaiser, the Russian Czar and les obviously the English 
King. Additionally, the Greek helps us see the meaning 
of the name Philip (Φίλιππος) – Philia = love, and 
Hippos = horse – so, a horse lover. Hippopotamus is 
Greek for water horse.  
 
We will see Jesus back in this place in the next 
chapter, so I’ll hold my thoughts until them, but I’ll give 
you one picture of the “Gates of Hell” to come. 
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This was thought to be the entrance to Hades and 
thousands of people sacrificed their babies in this cave 
to secure an easier life for themselves.  
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Not unlike these gates – 95% of the 862,320 Abortions 
in America were for convenience – securing an easier 
life. Like I say, next chapter… 
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But, while I’m here, let me just say publicly, for the 
record, hate and Christianity do not mix – ever. The 
Nazis were, and are, reprehensible – just as any 
person, or group, that resorts to hate speech and hate 
actions, whether right wing, or left wing. The 
holocausts and genocides of the world begin when 
good people do nothing. Antisemitism, anti-anyone, 
must be resisted, because to God, all lives matter. 
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Jesus travelled along the eastern shore of the Jordan 
River and then the Sea of Galilee arriving in the 
Decapolis. 
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As we saw way back in chapter 8, the Decapolis was 
an autonomous area of ten major independent cities. 
They were either founded by, or taken over by, the 
retired soldiers of the Greek Empire. One of the largest 
was Scythopolis that stood between Galilee and Judea 
– it’s now known as Beit She’an. Damascus was 
another even bigger city that is now the Capital of 
Syria. Another prominent city of the Decapolis was 
Philadelphia, which is now known as Ammon, the 
capital of present-day Jordan. 
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This is the nearest city to Jesus’ base of operation, the 
ancient city of Hippos (now we know, meaning horse). 
It was a walled, fortified city that controlled the territory 
all around, as well as two ports on the Sea of Galilee 
below. 
 
Across the lake is the city of Tiberias and just to the 
north is the cliffs of Arbel we talked about last week. 
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So, on the other side, at the top of those cliffs, looking 
down towards the Plain of Gennesaret and the town of 
Capernaum in the far distance. 
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This is near where Jesus arrived from the north. While 
there were some Jews who lived and worked in the 
cities and countryside of the Decapolis, they were few 
and far between because it was an area that was 
extremely Greco-Roman in culture and pagan in 
religion. A place where Jews were barely tolerated, not 
necessarily welcomed. 
 
Away from Hippos and the surrounding villages Jesus 
went up onto a hillside, no doubt overlooking the Sea 
and began to minister to the people coming to Him 
from those inhabited areas. This is important… 
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What is certain in my mind is that for the first time the 
majority of the people being ministered to – the bulk of 
those folks being healed were Gentiles. 
 
There are a number of reasons for that, not the least of 
which is the Gentile woman of “Great faith,” who we 
just encountered had moved the ministry of Jesus into 
a more inclusive direction. 
 
That wonderful mother wasn’t just another person 
blessed by Jesus. These incidents serve a purpose far 
beyond demonstrating Jesus’ compassion, mercy and 
power – these are miraculous events that are far more 
significant than that. 
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People often wonder why it seems like so many more 
miracles were performed then, compared with now. I 
would say in terms of pure numbers, more miracles 
happen today than in any time before. But the real 
point I want us to embrace is that God chooses to act 
supernaturally in the natural world for a purpose far 
greater than just a magic show, or giving people what 
they desire. 
 
Can God heal you? Obviously. That should be far more 
certain to you than whether the sun will set later today. 
Is healing you the best thing? Only someone Who 
knows absolutely everything could answer that 
question. Will you trust Him and His answer, or insist 
that you know better? 
 
The Syrophoenician, Canaanite Woman, loudly and no 
doubt, repeatedly proclaimed Jesus to be the Jewish 
Messiah foretold in the Holy Scriptures. 
 
His Disciples agreed with her words and because of 
that, and because of Jesus’ refusal to acknowledge her 
existence, they no doubt believed that she, and by 
extension all like her, were outside of Jesus’ reach. 
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After dealing with her persistence for long enough they 
got so annoyed they were willing to see the Jewish 
Messiah bless this person who was a direct 
descendant of their ancient ancestral enemy. 
 
Jesus took that as an opportunity to confirm to them 
that He was, indeed, precisely Who she said He was. 
 
She then worshipped Jesus and He said by way of 
analogy what she herself had been saying. Essentially 
that He was the Messiah sent to save the House of 
Israel. 
 
Profoundly, she said, I’m not trying to take anything 
from those to whom You were sent, all I need from the 
Messiah, the Son of David, the Lord, is a left-over 
scrap. 
 
It reoriented the thinking of the Disciples – yes Jesus 
was the Jewish Messiah, but through Him all nations 
would be blessed. His guys were now more open to the 
idea of Gentiles being blessed. 
 
You cannot pour new wine into old wineskins. Some 
wineskins, like the Pharisees and Sadducees could 
never have accepted such an idea. Eleven of the guys 
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Jesus chose, eventually, slowly, over time and through 
many more such incidents, came to accept a full 
inclusion of Gentiles.  
 
I said that there are a number of reasons for seeing 
this ministry incident involving mostly Gentiles. Another 
is that Jesus has just made a circuit through extremely 
Gentile territory and has stopped in a very non-Jewish, 
almost anti-Jewish place. 
 

The city of Hippos attacked the city of Tiberias across 
the Sea during the Jewish Revolt in 66 A.D. So, less 
than 40 years after these events in the Bible, these 
people joined the Roman cause and attacked the 
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Jews. After that the Jewish revolutionaries attacked the 
city of Hippos on two separate occasions. 
 
Jesus settled in an area that was semi-hostile to Him 
and His guys… Of course, He was used to that. 
 

There are other reasons, but the biggest reason of all, 
and the clincher for me, is their response in verse 31. 
The people “Glorified the God of Israel.” It is the only 
time in the Bible that the god whom people glorify, in 
response to Jesus, is identified. 
 
In all other cases, it is assumed to be the “God of 
Israel,” because it’s just as certain that all, or at least 
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most, of people were Jews. In every other case, it is 
simply said that the people “Glorified God,” period. 
Here, God is identified as the “God of Israel.” The 
reason? If the Gentiles in the Decapolis are said to 
Glorify God, it could be the Greek Zeus, or the Roman 
Mars, or the Aramean Ishtar (Astarte), or any number 
of other deities worshipped there. 
 
At this point, the Disciples had been stretched enough 
to accept Jesus’ healing of many Gentiles. 
 
Another thing that I just want you to be aware of is the 
careful structure of this three-chapter unit… Chapters 
14, 15, and 16, form a chiastic unit and while I’m not 
going to bog us down with it, I do want you to realize 
that there is a very coordinated underlying construction 
that is driving to a point. 
 
In that structure, the “Feeding of the 5,000” we saw in 
the last chapter corresponds to the “Feeding of the 
4,000” here.  
 
There, the recipients were primarily, if not exclusively 
Jews. Here, they are primarily, if not exclusively 
Gentiles. 
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When we get that, then the numbers may mean more 
than just coincidental numbers. For the Jewish feeding 
there were 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish with 12 baskets 
of leftovers. With the Gentile feeding it was 7 loaves of 
bread an unspecified number of fish with 7 large 
baskets of leftovers. I don’t want anyone to get too 
wrapped up in it, because, as I’ve tried to show, unless 
the Bible makes it clear… It simply is not clear – right? 
With that disclaimer in place, I’ll say that numbers have 
meaning in the Bible. As an example, the number 3 is 
generally accepted to mean God and since He created 
man on the “Sixth day,” 6 is associated with mankind. 
The “Mark of the Beast” as 666 is, of course, three, 
sixes and may stand for man acting as God. 
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So, it is possible that in the Jewish feeding it was 5 
loaves for the 5 Books of the Law, 2 fish for the 2 
covenants, or two kingdoms and 12 baskets for the 12 
Tribes. Whereas in the Gentile feeding the only explicit 
number is 7. Seven stands for completeness, or 
fullness – the Gentiles have now become blessed by 
Jesus en masse, and so the scope of the Gospel and 
Salvation is complete. 
 
As the first feeding was prefaced by Jesus ministering 
to the people’s needs, it is paralleled here in verses 
30&31. 
 
It is a summary of the things Jesus was doing for the 
people – it is much more in-depth that the summary 
before the earlier feeding. I believe because Matthew is 
showing that all that things Jesus had done for the 
Jewish people, He also did for the Gentiles. 
 
It took place over a three-day period… If you like the 
number thing that may indicate, God in their midst. In 
response, the people glorify the one true God. 
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Then we have the feeding narrative itself. It follows the 
earlier feeding closely, but there are several significant 
differences. 
 
Some people think the feeding happened once and 
somehow Matthew and Mark divided it into two 
separate events. It is not possible. 1) While similar, the 
differences cannot be reconciled. 2) Beyond that, when 
you understand the second feeding as a breaking out 
beyond a Jewish only mission it obviously must be 
separate events. 3) Additionally, the idea that a gifted 
author and eyewitness, like Matthew, could make such 
an error is ridiculous.  
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4) Finally, both Mark and Matthew record Jesus 
summarizing the two events. We’ll get to Matthew’s 
account soon enough, so I’ll read you Mark’s version… 
Jesus speaking, 18NLT‘You have eyes—can’t you 
see? You have ears—can’t you hear?’ Don’t you 
remember anything at all? 19When I fed the 5,000 with 
five loaves of bread, how many baskets of leftovers did 
you pick up afterward?” “Twelve,” they said. 20“And 
when I fed the 4,000 with seven loaves, how many 
large baskets of leftovers did you pick up?” “Seven,” 
they said. (Mark 8:18-20). 
 
As a quick note, in all four places where the 12 baskets 
are discussed it is κόφινος (kŏ-fē-nŏs), and in all four 
places where the 7 large baskets are discussed it is 
σπυρίς (spü-ȑēs). Consistently different words. The 12 
baskets were about the size of a camping backpack 
and the 7 baskets, translated as 7 large baskets were 
about the size of a large hamper. In Acts 9:25, the 
Apostle Paul was put in such a basket and lowered 
down the city walls. 
 
Other than those things the incident is close enough to 
the previous feeding that I won’t go into any further 
detail. If you want more, the sermon about the earlier 
feeding is on our website, as Matthew 14a, given on 
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December 15th, or you can come to Sunday school at 
8:30. 
 

So, Jesus proving that He was not only the Manna 
from Heaven to the Jews, but to the Gentiles as well, 
departed from there by boat and arrived “In the region 
of Magadan.” Scholars aren’t sure where Magadan 
was. Fortunately, in the parallel account, Mark calls it 
“The region of Dalmanutha” (Mark 8:10). Unfortunately, 
scholars aren’t any more certain about that place-name 
either. 
 
Just a few years ago an archeologist discovered 
evidence that the region was near Magdala on that 
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Gennesaret Plain. Maybe, or maybe it was south of the 
capital city Tiberias. What I’m certain of is that it was on 
the Galilee side. Jesus crossed from the Decapolis to 
Galilee again, likely near Tiberias. 
 

Matthew 16:1-4 ~ 1NASBThe Pharisees and 
Sadducees came up, and testing Jesus, they asked 
Him to show them a sign from heaven. 2But He replied 
to them, “When it is evening, you say, ‘It will be fair 
weather, for the sky is red.’ 3“And in the morning, 
‘There will be a storm today, for the sky is red and 
threatening.’ Do you know how to discern the 
appearance of the sky, but cannot discern the signs of 
the times? 4“An evil and adulterous generation seeks 



30 
 
after a sign; and a sign will not be given it, except the 
sign of Jonah.” And He left them and went away. 
 
Jesus came back to Jewish territory and was 
immediately set upon by the religious leaders once 
again trying to ruin Him. 
 
Their method? “Testing.” Remember, in the Bible there 
are two words that can be translated into English as 
“Test.” 
 
Both words mean to test in order to see what a thing 
really is – to prove the reality of a person, a statement, 
an idea, or a thing. The difference is that one of them is 
a negative test seeking to find what is wrong and so to 
fail, ruin or destroy, the one tested, while the other is 
the opposite of that. It is a positive test designed to 
discover what is right and so to pass, build up and 
encourage the one tested. 
 
The word for the positive test is δοκιμάζω (dŏ-kē-mä-
dzō), and the word for the negative test is πειράζω (pā-
ȑä-dzō). In a Biblical context, δοκιμάζω is a test of faith 
intended to prove one’s faith – to build one’s faith. 
Whereas πειράζω is really a temptation, more than a 
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true test, because it only ever seeks to find fault – to 
actually encourage failure. 
 
One of the titles, or names for “Satan,” or the “Devil,” or 
the “Dragon of Old” is “The Tempter.” It is πειράζων. 
The Devil is πειράζων. The negative tester is someone 
determined to find your weakness, because they 
believe you have one, and it’s their job to find it. Satan 
was the first one to hold that job. 
 
Since I’m on it… All of the things of this life are to us, 
either δοκιμάζω, or πειράζω. It is either a test of our 
faith, or it is a temptation of our flesh. 
 
This is precisely the point of the final plea in the Lord’s 
Prayer. Father, “Lead us not into temptation 
(πειρασμός – the noun form of the verb πειράζω), but 
deliver us from evil.” It means that we acknowledge 
that God orders our steps – He leads us through life – 
a life full of pitfalls. The petition is that as we encounter 
those things, they would be a test of Him in us that we 
would pass, rather than a temptation of our flesh that 
we will surely fail. Don’t let me be tempted, but instead 
tested – the test passed is a deliverance from all evil, 
both physical and spiritual, both internal and external… 
That’s the prayer. 
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My point is that the “Testing,” of the religious leaders 
was πειράζω. As such, they were agents, knowingly or 
not, of their father Satan. 
 
While I’m on that… Why is life in church so difficult – 
why is there always so much complaining, backbiting 
and strife? Why do non-Christians at Dell’s Bar get 
along better than God’s children in church? First, it isn’t 
true. Second, Satan isn’t worried about non-Christians, 
but he is actively opposing Christians. 
 
Does Satan need to attack the church with his friends? 
Not really. Why? Because he has very little trouble 
encouraging the Christians in the church to do his 
bidding. “Resist the Devil and he will flee from you” 
(James 4:7). Do you know how to resist the Devil? That 
verse actually tells us how… “Humble yourselves 
before God.”  
 
Their test to see Jesus fail was show us an 
unmistakable, undeniable “Sign from Heaven.” They 
were basically saying we’ll believe you, if God comes 
down here and confirms Your identity. 
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Jesus essentially said that there is nothing I can show 
you that will convince you to accept Me, because you 
are already convinced to reject Me. 
 

You want to talk about the heavens – well there’s a 
sign in the heavens above that everyone understands. 
“Red sky at night, sailors’ delight, red sky in morning, 
sailors’ take warning.” You get that, but miss the far 
more obvious and far more reliable signs that I have 
already provided. 
 
The reason it is evil and adulterous to ask for a sign is 
it is active disbelief and so distrust. God I’ll do this or 
that, I’ll believe, I’ll give more, I’ll whatever, if you show 
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me… It is an affront to God as outlined in Jesus’ own 
words to πειράζων in the desert, “You shall not put the 
Lord your God to the test (πειράζω)” (Matthew 4:7).  
 

The only sign will be the sign of Jonah. Earlier, in 
chapter 12, Jesus said the same thing to some 
religious leaders. There He elaborated that “As Jonah 
was three days and three nights in the belly of the sea 
monster, so will the Son of Man be three days and 
three nights in the heart of the earth” (Matthew 12:40). 
 
If you want more on why asking for a sign is an affront 
or what the “Sign of Jonah” is all about, go to our 
website and get the sermon, Matthew 12d, given on 
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September 9th of last year, titled, “Why not a Sign?” It 
elaborates on both points. 
 
The gist is that those Pharisees and Sadducees 
standing there that day would have understood Jesus 
to be saying that just as Jonah was resurrected by 
God, so it will be the same for Me. 
 
The three days and three nights is a technical, not 
literal, or a spiritual, not physical requirement indicating 
a trip to the underworld. 
 
For all intents and purposes, Jonah was in Sheol, and 
therefore unable to escape without God’s active 
intervention. Since God did rescue him it proved that 
God endorsed Jonah. Jesus was saying I will give you 
that same sign. 
 
The first most important question in life is “What do you 
believe?” The second most important question in life is 
“How much do you believe it?” My friends, “Humble 
yourselves before God.” 


