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October 24, 2021 

                   “In Deed” Part 1 
  

Sunday school at 9:30, Service at 10:30 with King’s Kids. 
New Construction Started 

Christmas Party December 10, 6:00 - See Karen Dalton 
NEWS 
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330 N. Somers Rd. (Mail: PO Box 10626) Kalispell, MT 59904~ (406) 755-1776 
Visit the website ~ www.myaletheia.com 

New Podcast Host: myaletheia.podbean.com Or go to Spotify, and type in myaletheia 
Like us on Facebook (aletheiachristianfellowship) 

Emails: pastor@myaletheia.com, stacey.sundt@myaletheia.com 

 
I JOHN 3:17-24 ~ 17But whoever has the world’s goods, and sees his brother in need and closes his 
heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him? 18Little children, let us not love with word 
or with tongue, but in deed and truth. 19We will know by this that we are of the truth, and will assure 
our heart before Him 20in whatever our heart condemns us; for God is greater than our heart and 
knows all things. 21Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God; 22and 
whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do the things that 
are pleasing in His sight. 23This is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus 
Christ, and love one another, just as He commanded us. 24The one who keeps His commandments 
abides in Him, and He in him. We know by this that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given 
us. 
 
Verse 17 is the other half of verse 16, which was somewhat theoretical. Now it is made __________. 
 

Christ’s command must be literally accomplished as substantive activity within the local 
____________. 

 
The specific example was relevant to the first century Christian _____________. 

 
Many Christians lost everything for their faith, others had pre-existing 
____________ to fall back on. 

  

Fill out the other side, detach this part of the page, and place it in the offering plate 
or the prayer/suggestion box in the lobby or with an Elder or Deacon of the church. 

 
God Bless You! 
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It makes no sense to dress half of yourself in fine clothes while dressing the other half of yourself in 
rags. You might think, “That sounds like _____________.” 
  

1) It is the individual ___________ to help as they see fit. 
 

2) The Bible doesn’t promote either an _________ distribution of wealth, nor and equality of 
_____________. 

 
 
 
 
John was giving a specific example of a general principle that applies to ________ (James 2:15&16). 
 

The word “heart” appears 5 times in these few verses. καρδία (käȑ-dē-ä) is the word but, for 

them, it was the seat of ________, that we associate with the brain, not the seat of _________. 
 

For them the seat of _________ was σπλάγχνον (splänẋ-non) - one’s innards. “Heart” in verse 

17, is actually the word σπλάγχνον, while the other ______ times it’s καρδία. 

 
It means a Christian refuses to be _____________ moved by the plight of their fellow 
Christian in need… Rhetorically, “How can the love of God live in such a person?” 

 
Subjective or objective or another ___________ genitive? 

 
 
 
 
Verse 18 confirms that this isn’t about _____________, it’s about living life in accordance with the 
_____________ you’ve been given. 
  

You can think about being a Christian as being in right relationship that comes in __________. 
 
 
 
 
Act like who you are in Christ, not to get, or preserve, but because you get out of the way of His 
____________ flowing through you. 
  

John plainly states, from your abiding in _________, do what you know is what you should do. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Write a brief note – detach and place in the offering, or the prayer box, or give it to a Deacon or Elder. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name _________________________________ Address ___________________________________________________ 
 
Phone ________________________ Email _____________________________________________________________ 
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Last week we saw where the Holy Spirit through the 
Apostle John encouraged all Christians to be 
Christians. To live their lives as the Children of Almighty 
God. To order their footsteps in a sane way because 
what is insane, is to be a Christian and live like Cain. 
 
We do it by abiding… You must daily choose whether 
you will abide in who you truly are in Christ Jesus - or 
who you were before being enlightened by God. 
Choose daily to abide in that Truth, abide in Christ, 
abide in God’s Love, and so, therefore, abide in Life. 
We must put Life on like a coat and wear it. 

 
It is as the Apostle Paul put it in Ephesians 5:6b-8, let 
no one deceive you… 6bthe wrath of God comes upon 
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the sons of disobedience. 7Therefore do not be 
partakers with them; 8for you were formerly darkness, 
but now you are Light in the Lord; walk as children of 
Light.” That is choosing daily to walk in the Life granted 
you. 
 
If you do not actively choose that constantly you will 
naturally fall into alignment with the world, that is all 
around you. The culture of decay and death permeates 
the fallen and depraved physical realm in which we 
exist, and we will succumb to it unless we vigorously 
resist. Fight it, or be carried away by it - choose. It’s 
much as the Red Queen in Alice in Wonderland says, 
“In my kingdom… you have to run as fast as you can 
just to stay in the same place.” It is like we are in a 
flowing river. If we aren’t swimming against the current, 
we’re being carried downstream by it. You will naturally 
fall into abiding in deception, abiding in your own head, 
abiding in resentment, abiding in hate and so, abiding 
in death, unless you choose otherwise. 
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I John 3:17-24, 17But whoever has the world’s goods, 
and sees his brother in need and closes his heart 
against him, how does the love of God abide in him? 
18Little children, let us not love with word or with 
tongue, but in deed and truth. 19We will know by this 
that we are of the truth, and will assure our heart 
before Him 20in whatever our heart condemns us; for 
God is greater than our heart and knows all things. 
21Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have 
confidence before God; 22and whatever we ask we 
receive from Him, because we keep His 
commandments and do the things that are pleasing in 
His sight. 23This is His commandment, that we believe 
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in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one 
another, just as He commanded us. 24The one who 
keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in 
him. We know by this that He abides in us, by the Spirit 
whom He has given us. 

 
Our opening verse today is the other half of verse 16 
last time. I didn’t summarize that part of last week’s 
sermon because I wanted to save it for now. I John 
3:16, like the Gospel John 3:16, is about His love. “We 
know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and 
we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.” 
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A tall order as I said before, but notice that it is 
somewhat philosophical, theoretical, even hypothetical, 
right? It’s fairly easy to say that I would give my life for 
you when that’s not imminent - not looming now. It’s a 
whole different thing when that’s an actual situation. 
Run over and dive on the grenade thrown at someone 
else’s feet, or dive away in the opposite direction and 
live. 
 
Verse 17 will make the academic ethic a concrete 
action. “Whoever,” is all-inclusive and so it means that 
this is a general principle applicable to every Christian - 
not just the wealthy, or any other sub-category anyone 
would come up with. All of us in a general way must 
choose to abide in Life in tangible ways. 
 
The loving one another command cannot be merely 
theoretical, intellectual, or even emotional, it must be 
real and that means it must be localized into something 
actual… Christ’s command must be literally 
accomplished in activity of substance within the local 
church family. As I’ve explained many times, if you 
cannot sacrificially, tangibly, demonstrably, love the 
people in your own church family, any love you think 
you have in obedience to Christ’s command is a lie. 



9 

 

 

 
Any resentful, bitter, evil person can send a check to 
some far away ministry. Any such individual can say 
they love others. Any such liar can pretend to be other 
than what they are in their heart. 
 
John gave us a specific example that was very relevant 
to the first century Christian experience. As most of you 
know, things were much different then, in that part of 
the world, than they are here, today. 
 
Each Greco-Roman village, town, and city 
acknowledged the major Greek deities, by whatever 
name they used, and they all worshipped the emperor 
as a god. 
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Roughly 300 years before Jesus was born, the Greek 
conqueror, Alexander the Great, was recognized as the 
Egyptian Pharaoh thus making him divine. The 
Pharaoh’s were considered gods. From then on, the 
Greeks followed the lead of the Egyptians and first 
deified Alexander and then the rest of their emperors. 
Romans resisted that trend until they became an 
empire with the ascension of Augustus in 27 B.C., they 
then also followed suit and recognized him as a god. It 
was, at times, required that every person bow in 
worship to the emperor, on pain of death. 
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Beyond emperor worship and the general devotion to 
the whole pantheon of Greco-Roman gods, each 
community, large and small, claimed a unique set of 
those gods with whom they had a special association. 
The city of Ephesus, from whence John wrote the 
Epistle we’re reading, particularly worshipped the 
goddess Artemis, she was supposedly the daughter of 
Zeus and Leto, twin sister to Apollo, and known to the 
Romans as Diana. 
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The Temple of Artemis in Ephesus was one of the 
Seven Wonders of the ancient world. Philo of 
Byzantium, in about 250 B.C. wrote, “I have seen the 
walls and Hanging Gardens of ancient Babylon, the 
statue of Olympian Zeus, the Colossus of Rhodes, the 
mighty work of the high Pyramids and the tomb of 
Mausolus. But when I saw the temple at Ephesus rising 
to the clouds, all these other wonders were put in the 
shade.” 
 
In addition, each craft, guild, or occupation, had its own 
special gods or goddesses to appease. To the people 
then, it was bad enough that someone would add a 
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new deity to worship, but the Christian exclusive 
worship of their new deity was totally unacceptable. 
 
When citizens replaced the traditional gods with a full 
devotion to a new God, the old gods would be angry 
and punish the community - so the logic goes.  

 
Therefore, any problems arising, whether natural 
disaster, or human calamity, could be laid squarely at 
the feet of Christians who had brought down the wrath 
of the gods upon them all. You can understand, can’t 
you? Don’t we have the exact same reaction when we 
see that America has abandoned God and we are all 
suffering because of it? Of course, we are talking about 



14 

 

 

the one true God, but can’t you see that those people 
back then would have thought the exact same thing? 
 
That’s why Christians were fired from their jobs, or had 
their businesses boycotted, thus destroying their 
means of income. That’s why they were rejected, 
ostracized, banished, abused, beaten, imprisoned, and 
even murdered. Many Christians lost everything for 
their faith, they lost their livelihoods, their possessions, 
their homes, their freedom, and at times, their lives. 
 
Other Christians had pre-existing wealth to fall back on 
whether it was personal possessions, or other types of 
property that they could sell. 
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In any given church, you would have people who were 
fairly well-off for the moment and those who didn’t have 
adequate food, clothing, or shelter. It may seem like a 
no brainer that the well-off would help the less 
fortunate. 1) First, their culture was vastly different than 
ours today and that makes it difficult for us to really 
understand. They were used to being surrounded by 
people so poor they could barely survive - it was 
nothing new and it was sort of seen as karma - the 
determination of the gods. Jewish people had to be 
continually reminded to help the poor precisely 
because it was not the natural way things were back 
then. Why waste good resources on bad people? The 
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poor were either poor because the gods were 
punishing them, or they were inferior people. Either 
way, you don’t want to save a person who is under 
wrath or who is unfit. That was the general attitude - I 
think you’ll agree that it hasn’t changed all that much. 
 
2) The second problem was the finite nature of the 
wealth the Christians of means had. In general, they 
didn’t have income, they had wealth. Would their 
wealth last them long enough that they wouldn’t 
become poor themselves? If they gave to the less 
fortunate Christians, they might shortly find themselves 
in the same boat. 
 
That bit is also somewhat the same today with retired 
or soon to be retiring people who rely on a nest egg 
rather than an income. You want to make sure you 
have enough to last into the future, and so you might 
be reluctant to be generous to those in need now. 
 
Yet, we see this same admonition throughout the Bible 
and especially in the New Testament where Christians 
of means are told to share their wealth. Why? Because 
as this picture shows, the church is one Body. It makes 
no sense to dress half of yourself in fine clothes while 
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dressing the other half of yourself in rags. You might 
think, “That sounds like socialism.” 

 
There are two important distinctions. 1) First, it is the 
individual choosing to help as they see fit, not the 
institution, whether the church, or the government, 
taking what they deem appropriate and giving it out. 
There is a massive difference between me having two 
hamburgers and deciding to give one of them to a 
person who has no hamburgers and some outside 
authority coming in and forcefully taking one of my 
hamburgers away from me and giving it to the other 
person. 
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2) The second difference I want to point out is we are 
not talking about an equal distribution of wealth. 
Nowhere in the Bible does is indicate that we are to 
take everyone’s resources into a pool and then equally 
divide the loot. John was talking about Christians with 
an abundance assisting their fellow Christians in their 
own local church family who were so poor they might 
not survive in reasonable health. 
 
To put a bow on it, when an institution takes from the 
wealthy and gives to the poor, it makes the formerly 
wealthy resentful and it makes the formerly poor 
entitled. There is no generosity and there is no 
gratitude. 
 
If taxes double to fund more social programs who 
among us will say in April, “I’m so glad to pay all this 
money in increased taxes so that those less fortunate 
can have a better life”? Who among those receiving all 
the new benefits will say, “I’m so thankful to those 
wonderful taxpayers for being so charitable to me”? 
Just so you understand the true right believes that your 
wealth is yours and the true left believes that your 
wealth is the unfair result of your oppression of others. 
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Anyway, John was giving an example of a general 
principle that applies to everyone, no matter who you 
are, and whatever your circumstances, which is to love, 
not with lip service, but in actual practice. It is much the 
same as the brother of Jesus rhetorically asks in 
James 2:15&16, “If a brother or sister is without 
clothing and in need of daily food, 16and one of you 
says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,” 
and yet you do not give them what is necessary for 
their body, what use is that?” James there was talking 
about faith that was real enough to leave evidence. 
John is talking about the same thing, but it could be 
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restated as abiding in Christ enough that we would 
actually do what He did. 
 
“Sees his brother in need and closes his heart against 
him,” means that there is recognition of a legitimate 
need. The implication is that the better off Christian 
knows their fellow Christian who is in need and is 
therefore well aware of their need, but then fails to help 
in any real way. “I don’t want to use my ladder, it might 
get dirty, you might break it, it’s too much work, but 
here, I can almost reach you.” 

 
Specifically, the well-off Christian “Closes his heart.” 
The word “heart” appears 5 times in these few verses. 
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It is καρδία (käȑ-dē-ä) giving us words like cardiac. It’s 
the Greek word for the heart muscle, but, as in English, 
carries another meaning. For us the heart is the seat of 
emotions, particularly the feelings of affection and love. 
It is not the same for John and his associates. For 
them the heart, καρδία, was the seat of reason, that we 
associate with the brain. 
 
I bring it up because we often miss the emphasis when 
we assume our present idiomatic meanings are the 
same as there’s were then. I can’t begin to tell you how 
many times I’ve heard people equate the Holy Spirit 
with emotions. The Holy Spirit is reason, not emotion. 
 
Where we think of the brain, they thought of the heart 
and where we think of the heart they thought of the 
guts - the entrails - the intestines. For them, one’s 
innards was the seat of emotion. 
 
Where we talk about a broken heart when rejected, 
they talked about the knot in the pit of your stomach. 
Well, what is the Greek word for one’s entrails that was 
the seat of emotion? It is σπλάγχνον (splänẋ-non). It’s 
related to the similar Greek word giving us our word 
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spelunking, which is to explore caves - the innards of 
the earth. 
 
Fascinating… what are you on about? The first time 
“heart” is used here in verse 17, it’s actually the word 
σπλάγχνον, and while that’s a reasonable translation 
for how we think about the heart as the seat of 
emotions, it’s a bad translation because the next four 
times we see “heart” in these few verses, it’s actually 
the word καρδία. In my mind it’s a very bad plan to 
translate the two words with the same English word 
when in such close proximity. The NIV and others avoid 
that mistake. 
 
What does it mean? Well, when we see “heart” in verse 
17, think of it as the seat of emotion and when you see 
it the other 4 times and when you see it elsewhere in 
the Bible think of it as the seat of reason. 
 
What that means for us right now, is the well-off 
Christian refuses to be emotionally moved by the plight 
of their fellow Christian in need… John then asks 
rhetorically “How in the world could anyone possibly 
think that the love of God lives in such a person?” 
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That rhetorical question could be taken a couple of 
different ways. It could be subjective as the love 
coming from God to the person is absent, it could be 
objective as the love of the person absent for God as 
evidenced by a lack of love for the other person. 
 
You might remember we talked about a similar situation 
before where we saw that it was actually what is called 
a plenary genitive meaning both are true. The flow is 
always from God to the Christian and then from the 
Christian back to God. Love that is pure and holy 
cannot originate in the human. The failure was a lack of 
love towards the one in need. The reason was a 
breakdown in the flow of love from God to the needy 
person through the well-to-do Christian. Since that is 
true, love isn’t being received from God and it is 
obviously not flowing back to God. You can see that the 
sum of those two parts are greater than either one 
alone. 
 
When we refuse to be moved emotionally by the plight 
of those in our own church family, we demonstrate our 
disconnectedness from God, and our lack of 
acceptable love for God as well. 
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That gave rise to the Christian practice of charity - 
starting with alms giving and extending to building 
schools, hospitals, and missions all the way to our 
modern full-blown social gospel. Giving to those in 
need can be extending God’s love to another, but it can 
also be a self-serving, self-aggrandizing oppression of 
someone already oppressed. Helping others is 
sometimes worse than closing your heart to them 
because the latter is an omission and the former is an 
evil commission that makes the giver sleep better at 
night without actually confronting their greed. 
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We must love one another and allow that love from 
God and then for God be our only motivation. To give in 
order to get, whether a monetary blessing, favor with 
God, standing in the community, or simply feeling 
better about yourself turns giving into a travesty. 
 
This principle is very simple. If my brother and I go 
hunting in November and he loses his coat, but I have 
a spare coat, how long do I need to puzzle that out? 

 
If I love him, I give without lording it over him, without 
requiring repayment, with no strings attached… “Hey 
you have a need, I care, and I have the means to help - 
here, don’t mention it.” 



26 

 

 

 
What’s great about that, is he will, under those 
circumstances he will thank me, rather than resent me. 
Let’s say I was reluctant to give him my extra coat and 
our mom grabbed it and gave it to him. He would have 
my coat and actually resent me. Over time he would 
expect that whatever excess property I had belonged 
to him. Instead of asking me nicely, he would demand 
that our mom intervene again and again… See how 
that works? 

 
John now pivots again in verse 18, tying up the 
previous thought and introducing the next, but keeping 
both very closely connected. “Little children,” along with 
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the singular in verse 17, and the inclusion of John with 
his audience in the following verses, demonstrate that 
John wasn’t talking about one’s Christian status, but 
about Christians abiding in Christ. In other words, this 
isn’t about Salvation, it’s about living life in accordance 
with the Salvation you’ve been given. 

 
You can think about being a Christian as being in right 
relationship with God the Father, with yourself, with the 
church and with the lost, through Jesus, in the power of 
the Holy Spirit. If you think about that a little more, 
you’ll realize that right relationship comes in degrees. 
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We get to the minimum threshold when we are Saved 
and filled with God’s Spirit. That is a perfectly complete 
100% done deal, in what is called by Lutherans among 
others, a forensic reality. From God’s perspective a 
Saved person is fully Saved. 
 
There is though, an experiential reality that could be 
thought of as the sanctification process. How does a 
Christian mature? I know that there are a lot of ideas 
about that and most of them would have something to 
do with a legalistic evaluation of lifestyle and conformity 
to a set standard of a particular religious group. 
Actually, all Christian maturity really means and all 
becoming more sanctified really means is a Christian 
abides in Christ more and more. Another way to say 
that is the Christian has a deeper and more accurate 
relationship, which is to say a “Righter relationship” 
with God the Father, with yourself, with the church and 
with the lost, through Jesus, in the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 
 
Right relationship experientially comes in degrees like 
climbing a set of stairs in a way. The more we seek 
“Righter relationship,” the greater the degree, the 
greater the sanctification the greater the maturity. 
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Again, this is about acting like who you are in Christ. 
Again, not to get something, or preserve something, 
but because you get out of the way of His love flowing 
through you. 
 
Please, get out of the way of His love flowing through 
you and you will live like a person who actually knows 
Jesus. 

 
Verse 18 plainly states what John’s been talking about. 
All of us Christians are encouraged to love actually. It’s 
not “with word or with tongue,” but with words formed 
by the tongue and it’s not “in deed and truth,” but in 
truthful deed - in the deed that is indeed a true deed. It 
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is an outworking of Truth - ἀλήθεια (ä-lā-thā-ä). In other 
words, from your abiding in Truth, do what you know is 
what you should do. 
 


