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   Alêtheia Christian Fellowship 
                   May 19, 2019 

                “Discipleship 101” 
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aletheiachristianfellowship.podomatic.com 
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1) What is a disciple? What is an apostle? What is a shepherd? 
 
2) What’s the difference between exegesis, hermeneutics and application? 
 
3) Bible interpretation starts with one’s basis - what is your basis? 
 
MATTHEW 9:35-10:4 ~ 35Jesus was going through all the cities and villages, teaching 
in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every kind 
of disease and every kind of sickness. 36Seeing the people, He felt compassion for 
them, because they were distressed and dispirited like sheep without a shepherd. 
37Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. 
38“Therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest.” 
1Jesus summoned His twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to 
cast them out, and to heal every kind of disease and every kind of sickness. 2Now the 
names of the twelve apostles are these: The first, Simon, who is called Peter, and 
Andrew his brother; and James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; 3Philip and 
Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James the son of Alphaeus, and 
Thaddaeus; 4Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed Him.  
  
1) Jesus’ authoritative teaching and preaching backed up by His ____________ 
demonstrated through supernatural healing and exorcism. 
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2) One Jesus, a finite amount of time, and ______________ desperate for His help. 
 
3) The solution is to __________________ Jesus. 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus said, “I AM the good Shepherd” (John 10:11, 10:14). 
 
The 23rd Psalm:  
 
I) The ultimate Shepherd is _____________________. The word “LORD,” is always the 
tetragrammaton, the Covenantal Name of _________, Yahweh. 
 

What did Jesus mean when He said, “I AM the Good Shepherd”?  
 

God is always the only legitimate _________________ of a pastor’s 
message, power and authority.  

 
 
 
II) The Lord is a ____________ Shepherd. He cares for the sheep for His name’s 
sake. The most honorable thing for His name would be that He wouldn’t ___________ 
a single lamb (John 6:39, 17:12, 18:9).  
 

Human pastors shepherd in _______________ to God’s Will, with eagerness 
and without concern for what they will get out of it here (I Peter 5:1-4). 

 
Christians show their _______________ of the care, feeding and protection God 
provides through pastors by how they honor them (I Timothy 5:17&18, Hebrews 13:17, 
Galatians 6:6, I Thessalonians 5:12-13, I Corinthians 9:11, Luke 10:17, etc.).  
 
 
 
III) The Shepherd performs three basic ____________.  
 

1) He provides nourishment for growth and maintenance. It corresponds to 
__________________ and _________________.  
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2) The Shepherd provides leadership and discipline. It is Godly counseling, 
mentoring, discipling, and correcting, but mostly with sound doctrine. So, it is 
______________ and _______________. 
 
3) He protects the sheep from external threats. It is prayer and a fearless 
surrender to God’s Will and Word. The best way to protect the flock from 
outside threats is to make sure they know and live the Truth. That’s 
_____________ and ______________. 

 
 
 
 
 
We see Jesus commissioning the 12 by giving them His _______________ and 
________________ and sending them out - as His Own ambassadors. 
 

Apostle is derived from ἀπόστολος (ä-pŏs-tŏ-lŏs), it means a person who is 

______________ by another - as an envoy. Disciple is μαθητής (mä-thā-tās).  

 
 
 
 
 
Simon, traditionally the oldest was renamed ____________. While in Greek it is 

Πέτρος (pĕ-tȑŏs), Κηφᾶς (kā-fäs) is the Greek transliteration of the Aramaic name 

Jesus gave him (John 1:42). Both words mean _________. 
James was the first of the Apostles ________________. John, traditionally the 
youngest Apostle, lived the longest, until the mid-90’s A.D., writing the Gospel and the 
three ________________ bearing his name, as well as the Book of Revelation.  
 
 

Fill out the other side, detach this part of the page, and place it in the 
offering plate or the prayer/suggestion box in the lobby or with an Elder or 
Deacon of the church. 

 
God Bless You! 
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MATTHEW 10:5-15 ~ 5These twelve Jesus sent out after instructing them: “Do not go 
in the way of the Gentiles, and do not enter any city of the Samaritans; 6but rather go to 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7“And as you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.’ 8“Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out 
demons. Freely you received, freely give. 9“Do not acquire gold, or silver, or copper for 
your money belts, 10or a bag for your journey, or even two coats, or sandals, or a staff; 
for the worker is worthy of his support. 11“And whatever city or village you enter, inquire 
who is worthy in it, and stay at his house until you leave that city. 12“As you enter the 
house, give it your greeting. 13“If the house is worthy, give it your blessing of peace. But 
if it is not worthy, take back your blessing of peace. 14“Whoever does not receive you, 
nor heed your words, as you go out of that house or that city, shake the dust off your 
feet. 15“Truly I say to you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah 
in the day of judgment than for that city.  
 
1) What does the Bible say?  
 
2) What does the Bible mean?  
 
3) How does the Bible apply?  
 

Hermeneutics, from the Greek, ἑρμηνεύω (hĕȑ-mā-nü-ō).  

 
 
 
 
 
Jesus will order those ____________________ guys, minus Judas, to “Go… and 
make disciples of all the nations” (Matthew 28:19). 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Check all that apply – detach and place in the offering or the prayer box 
 

_____ I want to talk with the pastor about ___________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want prayer for _________________________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want to volunteer to _____________________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want more information about ______________________________________________ 
 

_____ Other __________________________________________________________________ 
 

Name ______________________ Address _________________________________________ 
 

Phone ______________________ Email ___________________________________________ 
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Alêtheia ~ Matthew 10a ~ 051919 

We finished chapter 9 last week, and I want to read the 
ending over again as we move to chapter 10 so you 
can easily see the transition.  
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Matthew 9:35-10:4 ~ 35Jesus was going through all the 
cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and 
proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and healing 
every kind of disease and every kind of sickness. 
36Seeing the people, He felt compassion for them, 
because they were distressed and dispirited like sheep 
without a shepherd. 37Then He said to His disciples, 
“The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. 
38“Therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to send 
out workers into His harvest.” 
1Jesus summoned His twelve disciples and gave them 
authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to 
heal every kind of disease and every kind of sickness. 
2Now the names of the twelve apostles are these: The 
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first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his 
brother; and James the son of Zebedee, and John his 
brother; 3Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and 
Matthew the tax collector; James the son of Alphaeus, 
and Thaddaeus; 4Simon the Zealot, and Judas 
Iscariot, the one who betrayed Him.  
  
I think you’ll agree that it is an excellent transition from 
one section to the next. From Jesus’ active ministry to 
the ministry of His disciples. There are many subtleties 
to this passage, and it is really interesting to see all the 
tiny connections. 
 
Interesting, but tedious. The main elements consist, 1) 
first, of Jesus’ authoritative teaching and preaching 
backed up by His power demonstrated through 
supernatural healing and exorcism. 
 
2) Second, the recognition of a fundamental problem 
that basically comes down to simple math. One Jesus, 
a finite amount of time, and many people desperate for 
His help. 
 
3) Third, the solution is presented. It is to multiply 
Jesus, initially by 12. He chose 12 of His disciples and 
transferred His Message and His authority and His 
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power to them. Jesus conveyed His ministry to those 
12 guys making them His proxies, His emissaries, His 
witnesses. 
 
The things Jesus did as a result of His Divine 
“Compassion” for the people who were “Distressed and 
dispirited,” specifically because they were “Like sheep 
without a shepherd,” was entrusted to the Twelve. 
 

Before we explore that, it’s important to look at what 
Jesus intended by the sheep/shepherd analogy. Jesus 
said more than once, “I AM the good Shepherd” (John 
10:11, 10:14). 
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He referred to Himself that way many times. The Old 
Testament uses the comparison for good leaders, like 
King David and in prophecy concerning the Messiah, 
as well as for bad leaders, condemning those that do a 
poor job of shepherding. The analogy is not intended to 
be demeaning in any way in and of itself - it was just 
something the Jewish people understood extremely 
well from the time of Abraham on. 
 
For us to get a better grip on the concept, the 23rd 
Psalm gets us moving in the right direction. It starts out 
in the KJV, 1KJVThe Lord is my shepherd; I shall not 
want (I want for nothing). 2He maketh me to lie down in 
green pastures (He takes me to lush pastures): He 
leadeth me beside the still waters (refreshing water). 
3He restoreth my soul (restores my strength with good 
rest, food and drink): He leadeth me in the paths of 
righteousness for his name’s sake (for the sake of His 
reputation). 4Yea, though I walk through the valley of 
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil (I will fear 
nothing): for thou art with me; Thy rod and thy staff they 
comfort me. 
 
The rest of the psalm basically explains the 
metaphorical first part. Three things emerge. 
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I) The ultimate and so true Shepherd is Almighty God 
and Him alone. The word “Lord,” is the 
tetragrammaton, the Covenantal Name of God, 
Yahweh. 
 
Just as a bonus side note: When Jesus said. “I AM the 
Good Shepherd,” He was actively, unmistakably and 
unequivocally claiming the role of Yahweh in this 
Psalm. 
 
The role of Shepherd, which in Latin is Pastor, giving 
us our word pastor, can and is delegated out by God to 
mere mortal men as His deputy-pastors or under-
shepherds, but God is always the only legitimate 
source of their Message, power and authority.  
 
No person, group or church can grant it to anyone. 
What the church does, is prepare and train a person 
that they recognize as God’s choice. Because of that, 
the church never really submits to the human pastor, 
they submit to God, ministering through that man. 
Similarly, the pastor never really works for the church, 
he works for God.  
 
II) The Lord is a Good Shepherd. He cares for the 
sheep. He is diligent and brave. He doesn’t do it for 
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personal gain - He does it for His name’s sake, for His 
reputation, for the honor and glory of His name. 
 
The most honorable thing for His name would be that 
He wouldn’t lose a single lamb (John 6:39, 17:12, 
18:9). No losses to predators, to accidents, to sickness, 
malnourishment, or any other reason, because the 
shepherd’s job is to preserve and prosper the sheep. 
 
His human deputy pastors or under-shepherds, 
likewise, don’t do it because they have to, or for sordid 
gain, or to lord it over people. They do it in obedience 
to God’s Will, with eagerness and without concern for 
what they will get out of it here (I Peter 5:1-4). 
 
Biblically, shepherds never shepherd for free, in reality 
as actual sheep herders, or metaphorically as here, or 
as the object of the metaphor - a pastor of Christians 
even today. 
 
Unlike many jobs, perhaps most jobs, pay must never 
be the motive for a pastor. That does not mean that 
they are not to be paid, however.  
 
Christians show, both the physical and eternal realms, 
our valuation of the care, feeding and protection God 
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provides to us through His human pastors by how we 
honor them (I Timothy 5:17&18, Hebrews 13:17, 
Galatians 6:6, I Thessalonians 5:12-13, I Corinthians 
9:11, Luke 10:17, etc.). In case you’re wondering, I’m 
not fishing for anything here - this is not about me at 
all. I’m simply sharing with you something that you will 
have to answer for when Jesus’ asks you, “What did 
you do with the resources I entrusted to you?”  
 
III) The Shepherd performs three basic tasks.  
 
1) He leads them to good grass and safe water. In the 
grazing lands of Israel, a shepherd needs to move the 
sheep daily to find enough grass for that day - the 
sheep’s “Daily bread.” So, he must go out ahead of 
them to make sure there’s enough food to make the 
journey worth it. 
 
In addition, most of the places to get water are 
dangerous to sheep. Often, steep banks with deep 
water or treacherous fast flowing streams and even 
flash floods. The Good Shepherd must find safe places 
“Beside still waters,” for the sheep to drink. 
 
Food and drink have to do with nourishment for healthy 
growth and maintenance. Humanly, it primarily 
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corresponds to teaching and preaching the Truth. We 
could mix our metaphors and say the meat of the 
Gospel. 
 
2) The Shepherd provides leadership and discipline - 
both of which give the sheep comfort when they trust in 
the shepherd. His Rod and Staff are a comfort because 
they are symbols of his leading and correcting for the 
benefit of the sheep. It is good order and discipline that 
allows for worry-free rest. In other words, the shepherd 
protects the sheep from themselves. 
 
Humanly, this has to do with sound leadership over 
time that people come to trust. It is Godly counseling, 
mentoring, discipling, and correcting, which have to do 
with care, concern and comfort, but mostly with sound 
doctrine. So again, it is honest and unwavering, Biblical 
teaching and preaching. 
 
3) He also protects the sheep from external threats. 
Here the Rod and Staff are a comfort because they can 
be used as weapons against the wolves seeking to 
destroy the sheep. 
 
Again, humanly, this has much to do with prayer and a 
genuine surrender to God’s Will, as well as fearless, 
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proactive leadership. There are many times when the 
shepherd must take a stand against the darkness, not 
as a member standing with the group, but as a leader 
standing in front of the group. 
 
There are times when the pastor perceives a threat, 
that all, many, or at least some, of the people don’t 
recognize. He must be brave enough to lead them 
away from what they perceive as a good spot, in order 
to do what’s best for them. At those times, not only are 
the people not grateful, they grumble and sometimes 
even rebel. 
 
It’s very difficult to lead sheep, or people, where they 
do not want to go. 
 
Finally, once again, the best way to protect the flock 
from outside threats is to make sure they know and live 
the Truth. That’s teaching and preaching. 
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That’s what the Bible means when it says, 
36NASBSeeing the people, He felt compassion for 
them, because they were distressed and dispirited like 
sheep without a shepherd. And that’s why the main 
thing Jesus did, was teach and preach and that’s the 
reason for His supernatural ministry - to confirm His 
teaching and preaching as the Truth from Almighty 
God. 
 
The teaching and preaching had to be delegated in 
order to reach more people in desperate need for that 
Message of hope and peace. Jesus, therefore, 
appointed the very first under-shepherds.    
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The Twelve were hand-selected from a much larger 
group of Jesus’ disciples and were set apart for a 
unique purpose and mission. We get their names and 
some instructions in a parenthetical break in verses 2-
6. To get the gist of what’s happening skip over those 
verses, and read verse 1, and then verse 7… It’s 
basically, 1paraphraseJesus summoned twelve of His 
disciples to Him and commissioned them, giving them 
His authority over demons, to cast them out, and His 
power to heal every kind of disease and sickness… 
7“And told them as you go out, teach and preach My 
Message that ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’”  
 

We see Jesus commissioning, or ordaining, the Twelve 
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by giving them His power and authority and sending 
them out - they are to be His proxies - His 
representatives - but better yet, His ambassadors as 
they go forth from Him. 
 
As such they would have His authority over demons 
and power over decay as they did what? As they 
proclaimed the Kingdom of Heaven was at hand. That 
is teaching and preaching precisely what Jesus taught 
and preached and it was accompanied by the same 
supernatural authority and power to prove its validity. 
 
These guys were the first guys so commissioned and 
sent out and to distinguish them from the rest of Jesus’ 
disciples they are called the Apostles. 
 
Apostle is derived from ἀπόστολος (ä-pŏs-tŏ-lŏs), the 
very word Matthew used to describe the Twelve in 
verse 2. The word simply means a person who is sent 
by another - as a delegate, an envoy, or a messenger. 
 



18 
 

In verse 1, Matthew calls them disciples, which is 
μαθητής (mä-thā-tās). From this we get our word 
mathematics. Math is an exact science. If your teacher 
says 2+2=4, but you say, I think it equals 5. That does 
not make you special or unique, clever or cute; it 
makes you wrong. 
 
A disciple followed His or her master and carefully, 
diligently, precisely conformed themselves to that 
person. Our word disciple comes from the Latin 
translation of μαθητής, and gives us our word 
discipline. 
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Being a disciple of Jesus means we discipline 
ourselves - technically, we yield to the Holy Spirit to 
discipline us - into precise conformity to Christ. 
 

Anyway the 12 disciples selected were commissioned 
and sent out as Apostles to teach and preach the 
Message with power and authority. 
 
Who were these guys? 
 
Simon, traditionally the oldest and through force of 
personality, the de facto leader of the group. Jesus 
renamed him Peter. While in Greek it is Πέτρος (pĕ-
tȑŏs), directly giving us Peter, Paul insisted on calling 
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him Κηφᾶς (kā-fäs) the Greek transliteration of the 
Aramaic name Jesus actually gave him (John 1:42). 
Both words mean rock. 
 
His brother Andrew is named second because of his 
connection to Peter. They were the sons of a dude 
named John from the town of Bethsaida in the territory 
rule by Herod Philip called Gaulanitis - today the Golan 
Heights. The family was in the fishing business 
together with a dude named Zebedee. 
 
Zebedee was the father of the next two guys, James 
and John. These two brothers, along with Peter, made 
up Jesus’ inner circle.  
 
James was the first of the Apostles to die - excluding 
Judas who committed suicide. He was executed in 
Jerusalem in 44 A.D. (Acts 12:2). John, most likely the 
youngest Apostle, lived the longest, until the mid-90’s 
A.D., writing the Gospel and the three Epistles bearing 
his name, as well as the Book of Revelation. 
 
These two brothers, whom Jesus called the “Sons of 
Thunder” (Mark 3:17), were undoubtedly cousins of 
Jesus.   
 



21 
 
We can take a closer look at the others as they come 
up in the Gospel. What is most noteworthy to me is that 
Jesus knowingly selected an eclectic group of guys 
with very little to recommend them for the task. 
 
None of them were rich, or powerful, or well-educated, 
or trained religious professionals. There were among 
them, a former tax collector and a couple of religious 
dissidents, if not outright terrorists, and a despicable 
betrayer. Jesus was well-aware of it all. These are the 
men He chose. 
 
Now, we read… 
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Matthew 10:5-15 ~ 5These twelve Jesus sent out after 
instructing them: “Do not go in the way of the Gentiles, 
and do not enter any city of the Samaritans; 6but rather 
go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7“And as 
you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.’ 8“Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the 
lepers, cast out demons. Freely you received, freely 
give. 9“Do not acquire gold, or silver, or copper for your 
money belts, 10or a bag for your journey, or even two 
coats, or sandals, or a staff; for the worker is worthy of 
his support. 11“And whatever city or village you enter, 
inquire who is worthy in it, and stay at his house until 
you leave that city. 12“As you enter the house, give it 
your greeting. 13“If the house is worthy, give it your 
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blessing of peace. But if it is not worthy, take back your 
blessing of peace. 14“Whoever does not receive you, 
nor heed your words, as you go out of that house or 
that city, shake the dust off your feet. 15“Truly I say to 
you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and 
Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for that city.  
 
Jesus sent them out after giving them extremely 
specific and detailed marching orders. We just read a 
large passage of Scripture; the whole thing is His 
instructions and comments about His instructions and 
we’re not done yet. The rest of this chapter continues 
in that same vein. 
 
It may seem like a strange question, but to whom do 
these marching orders apply? You might say, Jesus 
was talking to the twelve. If you think about it more, you 
might conclude that Jesus was talking to future 
generations as well, at least in some way.  
 
But does it, and how does it? I’m asking, for example, 
how does the instruction “Do not acquire gold, or silver, 
copper,” apply to you; is that different than how it 
applies to me; is that different than how it would apply 
to a missionary? 
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What is meant by “Shake the dust off your feet,” and 
who, if anyone, can do that today? 
 

What I’m about to say will undoubtedly disturb some of 
you. I ask that you be a good Berean. When I bring up 
the Bereans, most people immediately jump to the 
studious studying of the Scripture to find out if what 
was taught is true. Please remember that the first thing 
the Bereans did was “They received the message with 
great eagerness” (Acts 17:10-12). That means they 
were noble-minded enough to actually listen and 
understand with complete openness to the possibilities. 
The concept is tied directly to the thinking of Aristotle 
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who said the sign of a noble-minded person is that they 
are able to entertain an idea without buying it. 
 
You must be able to set aside your dogmatic views to 
ever learn anything new. Please just carefully consider 
what may tweak you initially. 
 
With the disclaimer out of the way, I will categorically 
tell you that none of these instructions apply to anyone 
beyond the very limited scope of that time and 
situation. 
 

I hope to show that as we progress, but as a quick 
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explanation, many Christians conclude from the part 
about “Gold, silver and copper,” that either all 
Christians, or at least all pastors, or at least all 
missionaries, should either be abjectly poor or should 
not be paid anything for ministry work. 
 
Many Christians take the bit about shaking the dust 
and conclude that after they share the Gospel with a 
person who does not respond positively, they are to 
have nothing further to do with them. 
 
The same people who believe those things, take the 
command, “Do go towards the Gentiles, or the 
Samaritans; but only to the Jews,” as having no 
bearing on anything since shortly after Jesus spoke the 
words. 
 
You cannot have it both ways. If some of it does not 
apply - how can we be sure other parts do and how 
can we know the difference? It becomes opinion. There 
is a much more satisfactory way to concretely proceed. 
 
In very basic terms, we have three distinct, but closely 
related steps, in understanding the Bible. 
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1) What does the Bible say? This is our first step and it 
is by far the easiest. The long line of textual scholars 
and translators have already done it for us.  
 
People often say that the Bible has been copied and 
translated so many times, it cannot possibly be correct. 
Absolutely false. No reasonable person disagrees on 
what the Bible says. All serious scholars, whether 
Christian or non-Christian agree that about 95% of the 
text is accurate and will concede that the other 5%, 
which is mostly minor grammatical variations, is 
relatively clear and none of it changes a single tenant, 
belief, or doctrine.  
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We know what the Bible says. We know what it has 
always said - that part is easy. Obeying what it says, is 
another matter. And therein lies much of the problem. If 
I can’t change what it says, maybe I can change what it 
means… That’s the second step…  
 

2) What does the Bible mean? This is a little more 
difficult. There are a variety of ways to interpret the 
Bible. Literal, allegorical, moral, mystical, liberal, and 
neo-orthodox to name a few. 
 
The basis with which you approach the Bible colors 
your interpretation of what the agreed text means. You 
must be careful here, because not everyone is honest 
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about their basis and even those who are often mean 
different things when using the same terminology. 
 
If you talk to a Mormon, you may get the idea that they 
agree with you on most of your theology - they don’t. 
They mean something very different when using the 
same theological words and phrases. 
 
An example is that nearly every protestant 
denomination has a statement of faith that essentially 
says that they believe that the Bible is the inspired 
Word of God and is the foundation for their faith and 
practice. While they all may believe that, the doctrines 
they hold alongside that one, clearly demonstrate that 
they mean something different when they say the Bible 
is their authority. 
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3) How does what the Bible means apply? Application 
is probably easier than interpretation if you are 
consistent in your interpretation. 
 
Since knowing what it says is fairly easy, and 
application flows from interpretation, the main issue is 
a coherent, consistent, honest and, most importantly, a 
correct interpretation. How does God want us to 
interpret His Word? 
 
That’s called hermeneutics, from the Greek, ἑρμηνεύω 
(hĕȑ-mā-nü-ō). Hermes is the Greek messenger - 
specifically the one who interprets what the gods want 
the mortals to do.   
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Sound hermeneutics must begin from the correct 
starting point - we’ll talk more about that. It must also 
take into account the context and it must be applied 
consistently. Starting from the correct, God-honoring 
basis, then understanding the context of chapter 10 
within the greater context, and being honestly 
consistent with how we interpret, it becomes painfully 
obvious that Jesus was giving very specific instructions 
to very specific people for a very specific period of 
time. 
 
Jesus will order those same exact guys, minus Judas, 
to 19aNASB“Go… and make disciples of all the 
nations” (Matthew 28:19). I will tell you that the word 
choices in the Great Commission directly refer back to 
this passage before us, and in that Great Commission, 
Jesus pointedly changes it going forward. 
 
I can also tell you that where this passage does not 
apply to us today, that passage at the end of this 
Gospel clearly does. I want to show you that as we 
continue in our study.  
 
So, for a while, going forward, we will discuss both the 
passage and the method of interpretation, to aid you in 
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your own study to better, more accurately, more 
consistently, understand God’s Word. 
 

A normal question that springs to mind is if these 
instructions don’t specifically apply today, why are they 
recorded? I will give you a bit, so you don’t have to 
ponder it all week. 
 
Chapter 10 is very similar to the Old Testament, in that, 
it conveys an historical narrative that gives us insight 
into Jesus, His mission and His ministry as well as 
laying the groundwork for what will come next… 
Ultimately, the Great Commission. 
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Beyond that, it serves to fulfill Messianic prophecy and 
also gives us a greater understanding of God’s 
character. Some of the elements may have some 
applicability if we can concretely confirm them 
Biblically. 
 
It’s important stuff and perhaps even more important 
than all of that, is to get it right, so as not to misuse 
God’s Word. In Bible interpretation it is essential to 
know the difference between descriptive and 
prescriptive passages. That’s what we will try to do 
next time, Lord willing. 


