
1 
 

   Alêtheia Christian Fellowship 
                  March 17, 2019 
              Happy Saint Patrick’s Day 

        “The Cost of Discipleship” 
 

9:00 ~ Fellowship. 
10:00 ~ Service with the King’s Kid’s & Communion for all who are Christians 

 

NEWS 
https://40daysforlife.com/local-campaigns/whitefish/  

 

330 N. Somers Rd. (Mail: PO Box 10626) Kalispell, MT 59904~ (406) 755-1776 
Visit the website ~ www.myaletheia.com ~ Hear a sermon at aletheiachristianfellowship.podomatic.com 

Like us on Facebook (aletheiachristianfellowship) 
Emails: pastor@myaletheia.com, secretary@myaletheia.com, kids@myaletheia.com 

 
1) Neither overenthusiasm, nor under enthusiasm, but sober commitment. Have you 
fully assessed the cost of following Jesus? 
 
2) Why does Jesus call Himself, “The Son of Man”? 
 
3) What can we see in the journey? What can we see in the boat? What can we see in 
the storm? What did the disciples do wrong? 
 
MATTHEW 8:18-20 ~ 18NASBNow when Jesus saw a crowd around Him, He gave 
orders to depart to the other side of the sea. 19Then a scribe came and said to Him, 
“Teacher, I will follow You wherever You go.” 20Jesus said to him, “The foxes have 
holes and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His 
head.” 
 
This is just a small trip in a boat, but it shows that not everyone following Jesus was 
____________________ to follow Jesus.  
 
 
 
The scribe made a bold proclamation. Jesus’ response was not literal. It is an 
abbreviated statement about ascertaining the cost of discipleship before you make 
grandiose statements. (Mark 4:38, Luke 14:25-33). 
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Following Jesus is an all or nothing proposition. It is the most serious and most urgent 
decision one can make and it will entail a ______________. 
 

A Disciple is a sojourner on this earth where ____________ takes priority 
over service to Jesus. It is a __________________ call.  
 

 
 
 
 

This is the first time the Bible records Jesus calling Himself, ὁ υἱὸς τοῦ ἀνθρώπου (hŏ 

hwē-ŏs tü än-thȑō-pü) “The Son of Man.” It is by far His favorite way to 
_________________ Himself (81 times). Yet, no one else describes Him, or 
themselves, with the title. 
 

Matthew 26:63b&64, Daniel 7:13b&14, Matthew 26:65&66 
 

The title says far more about His _________________, than it does 
about His ___________________.  

 
 
 
 
 
MATTHEW 8:21&22 ~ 21NASB“Another of the disciples said to Him, “Lord, permit me 
first to go and bury my father.” 22But Jesus said to him, “Follow Me, and allow the dead 
to bury their own dead.”  
 
The guy basically says, “Lord, I would wholeheartedly follow you to the ends of the 
earth, unfortunately I have this pressing matter to deal with first.” Can you 
_____________________ with the man?  
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus dramatically said, no such _________________ is acceptable. His response is 
in two parts. 1) The command. “Follow Me!” 2) The oxymoronic sarcasm, not the 
metaphorical riddle… It’s not supposed to make sense. 
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It is harsh and offensive and unexpected to make the point that there can 
__________________ be any acceptable excuse for not following Jesus, no matter 
how reasonable it is. (Matthew 10:37). 
 

Choose now. There’s no guarantee of future ________________.  
 
 
 
 
 
Any human who says that obeying them is the most important thing in life - more 
important than life itself - is either an insane narcissist, or they are _________ made 
flesh. 
 

What are you willing to do for Jesus? If the answer is anything less than, I’ll 
do anything and everything, without question, or hesitation, you are not 
_______________ of Him. 

 
 
 
 
 
MATTHEW 8:23-27 ~ 23NASBWhen He got into the boat, His disciples followed Him. 
24And behold, there arose a great storm on the sea, so that the boat was being 
covered with the waves; but Jesus Himself was asleep. 25And they came to Him and 
woke Him, saying, “Save us, Lord; we are perishing!” 26He said to them, “Why are you 
afraid, you men of little faith?” Then He got up and rebuked the winds and the sea, and 
it became perfectly calm. 27The men were amazed, and said, “What kind of a man is 
this, that even the winds and the sea obey Him?”  

 
 
Fill out the other side, detach this part of the page, and place it in the 
offering plate or the prayer/suggestion box in the lobby or with an Elder or 
Deacon of the church. 

 
God Bless You! 
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First, Matthew’s purpose is unchanged. He’s still showing us ___________ Jesus IS. 
Where Matthew had established the rightness of “Listening” to Jesus, through three 
healing miracles, he now establishes the rightness of wholehearted devotion to Jesus, 
through three ________________ events. 
 
 
 
 
 
Note that the “Disciples followed Him.” Only those who got into the boat with Jesus 
were His _________________. Jesus made a nest for Himself on a cushion in the 
stern and promptly went to sleep (Mark 4:36-41). 
 
 
 
 
It isn’t “A great storm on the sea,” it is a great shaking of the sea. Matthew chose the 

word σεισμός (sās-mŏs). The storm was unnatural. They plead for Jesus to 

“________” them. It is σῴζω (sō-dzō), a loaded word Biblically. 

 
 
 
 
The boat was being swamped. Jesus “Rebuked the winds and the sea.” At that precise 
moment everything was instantly calm.  
 

Satan may be “The god of this world” (II Corinthians 4:4), but his 
power is derived from the only omnipotent God. With a word, Jesus 
rebukes the tempest. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Check all that apply – detach and place in the offering or the prayer box 
 

_____ I want to talk with the pastor about ___________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want prayer for _________________________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want to volunteer to _____________________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want more information about ______________________________________________ 
 

_____ Other __________________________________________________________________ 
 

Name ______________________ Address _________________________________________ 
 

Phone ______________________ Email ___________________________________________ 
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Alêtheia ~ Matthew 8b ~ 031719 
 

Last week we closed out a subsection demonstrating 
Jesus’ authority which points to His identity and 
therefore the reasonable imperative that all people 
must listen to Him, obey Him, follow Him. 
 
His life must be emulated, His teaching must be 
listened to, His will must be obeyed. Jesus must be 
followed as, not just Savior, but as the Lord, Who 
Saves. 
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We had three miraculous healings for three 
marginalized people - people rebuffed, ignored, 
dismissed by religion, but not by God. How often that’s 
the case. All religions before Judaism, and all religions 
since, including Christianity, have marginalized certain 
people, while elevating others. Our God, the One and 
Only true God revealed in Christ, reverses that human 
tendency. 
 
Be very careful how you judge others my friends - very 
careful.  
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Through it all, the primary point was the Jesus had 
mastery over sickness and disease. He was unique. 
He must be obeyed. 
 
That same theme continues. The seriousness of 
following Jesus - “The Cost of Discipleship” - the 
urgency, the radical nature, the priority of walking with 
Jesus above all else because of Who He IS.  
 
We’ve already seen Who He IS through His 
authoritative teaching and through His miraculous 
power to restore life and now we’ll see Who He IS 
through three supernatural events demonstrating 
Jesus’ authority over Satan, his forces and his 
kingdom. Here we set the stage… 
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Matthew 8:18-20 ~ 18NASB“Now when Jesus saw a 
crowd around Him, He gave orders to depart to the 
other side of the sea. 19Then a scribe came and said 
to Him, “Teacher, I will follow You wherever You go.” 
20Jesus said to him, “The foxes have holes and the 
birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has 
nowhere to lay His head.” 
 
Jesus was being mobbed. He healed the Leper and 
told him do not pass go. Do not collect $200, but go 
straightaway to Jerusalem, make the required sacrifice 
and be certified by the priest in accordance with the 
Law. 
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We know from Mark’s account that the Leper spread 
the story far and wide. 
 
According to Luke’s account, “Jesus would often slip 
away.” It seems that He wanted to get free from the 
crowds for a bit to pray, to teach His true devotees and 
to rest. 
 
Even so, everything Jesus did had ramifications. This 
is an actual historical event, but in a sense, it serves to 
create a metaphor. Who will leave their old life behind 
and get into the boat with Jesus for a destination not 
fully known? 
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A scribe came to Him wanting Jesus and everyone else 
to know of his resolve. He made a bold proclamation. 
“Wherever You go, I’ll follow.” This lawyer, this expert in 
Jewish Law, this learned man who was trained from his 
early youth to read and copy the Holy Scriptures - this 
devout Jewish leader was willing to follow Jesus as His 
learner, student, disciple, no matter what. 
 
Jesus’ response to him is blunt, to say the least. To say 
it the way it is, Jesus is rude. It would be like someone 
saying to me, I want to be a pilot and I’ll do whatever 
you say to get there, and I respond, “It’s far more 
difficult than you realize, and you simply don’t have 
what it takes.” 
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Jesus’ statement is not literal, He just left a house 
where He spent the night and He’s about to board a 
boat where He will sleep with His head resting on a 
cushion (Mark 4:38). 
 
What Jesus was saying, is an abbreviated form of His 
lengthy discussions about counting the cost of 
discipleship before you begin. Calculate the cost before 
you begin building a tower. Consider the strength of 
your army versus the strength of the enemy’s army 
before you engage in battle (Luke 14:25-33). Ascertain 
the cost of following Jesus before you make grandiose 
statements. 
 
Jesus, in His typical fashion, answers the man 
somewhat cryptically, but I’m certain he got the point. 
 
Do we? The point is that following Jesus is an all or 
nothing proposition. It is the most serious and most 
urgent decision one can make and it will entail a cost. 
 
A Disciple is a sojourner on this earth where nothing 
takes priority over service to Jesus - nothing. Not 
family, not friends, not career, not pleasure, not 
comfort, not health, not freedom, not your life.  
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And more to the issue right here, not even your ego - 
your overinflated sense of self-worth, your me at the 
center of everything can take priority over Jesus. As we 
say, “It’s not about you, it’s always about Him.” 
 
 
It is a radical call. It is, in many respects, an 
outrageous call and as such it was completely beyond 
anything the Scribe was prepared for. It is lightyears 
beyond what the average Christian is prepared for. 
 
There are hangers on - people devoted to a point - to 
the point it becomes uncomfortable for the me at the 
center of it all. Jesus demands His disciples to be 
devoted Him to any point He says. 
 
This world was not Jesus’ home and it cannot be the 
home for any who would follow Him. We are temporary 
resident-aliens on this planet - our home is with Christ 
in the Kingdom of Heaven (Philippians 3:20, etc.). 
 
Jesus indicated that there would be opposition. I think 
Western Christians assume there will be the trials and 
tribulations that are common to mankind. Old age, 
sickness, disease, financial trouble, relational 
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problems, addictions, corruption and crime… Jesus is 
primarily alluding to deprivation in Christianity due to 
opposition by God’s enemies whether human or 
otherwise. 
 
Following Jesus will require wholehearted and 
unwavering loyalty. 
 

I left for last, the strange way Jesus addresses Himself. 
This is the first time the Bible records Jesus calling 
Himself ὁ υἱὸς τοῦ ἀνθρώπου (hŏ hwē-ŏs tü än-thȑō-
pü) “The Son of Man.” The title is found over 100 times 
in the Old Testament, but never with the definite article 
- never with the word “The.” In English we supply the 
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nonexistent word when it’s necessary for linguistic 
purposes. 
 
Jesus called Himself “THE Son of Man.” There’s no 
record of that title before He used it of Himself. 
 
He will go on to use it of Himself another 80 times in 
the Gospels. It is by far His favorite way to describe 
Himself. Yet, no one else describes Him, or themselves 
with the title. 
 
Many liberal scholars try to dismiss any connection 
with the Old Testament and so, diminish the title saying 
Jesus was simply referring to himself as a human man. 
As a somebody. 
 
Not only are they wrong, they are either stupidly or 
evilly so. As I said, no one else referred to themselves, 
their role, or their humanity in that way. It is bizarre, it’s 
weird, it’s unique - it would have been strange to the 
people hearing it. They would have noticed, and they 
would have either made the Biblical connection, or 
thought, I wonder why He calls Himself that? 
 
We don’t need to speculate whether Jesus was 
connecting it with the prophecies of Daniel and the 
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narrative of Enoch, along with other Messianic and 
apocalyptic passages… Jesus Himself does that for us. 
 
When put on trial by the Jewish Council, the High 
Priest said to Jesus, “63bNASBI adjure You by the 
living God, that You tell us whether You are the Christ, 
the Son of God.” 64Jesus said to him, “You have said it 
yourself; nevertheless I tell you, hereafter you will see 
the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of Power, and 
coming on the clouds of heaven.” (Matthew 
26:63b&64). The Prophet Daniel foretold, 
“13bNASBAnd behold, with the clouds of heaven One 
like a Son of Man was coming, And He came up to the 
Ancient of Days And was presented before Him. 14And 
to Him was given dominion, Glory and a kingdom, That 
all the peoples, nations and men of every language 
Might serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting 
dominion Which will not pass away; And His kingdom is 
one Which will not be destroyed (Daniel 7:13b&14). 
Did the Jewish leadership connect the title with 
Daniel’s prophecy? Immediately after Jesus made His 
statement, the Bible says, 65NASBThen the high priest 
tore his robes and said, “He has blasphemed! What 
further need do we have of witnesses? Behold, you 
have now heard the blasphemy; 66what do you think?” 



16 
 
They answered, “He deserves death!” (Matthew 
26:65&66). 
 
No matter how you look at it, the fact that Jesus used 
that strange title for Himself more than 80 times in the 
four Gospels, says far more about His divinity, than it 
does about His humanity.  
 

Matthew 8:21&22 ~ 21NASB“Another of the disciples 
said to Him, “Lord, permit me first to go and bury my 
father.” 22But Jesus said to him, “Follow Me, and allow 
the dead to bury their own dead.”  
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We’re still getting ready to board the boat - leave 
friends, family, job, whatever and travel with Jesus to a 
destination He has not fully disclosed. 
 
This is such a misunderstood passage - it’s really very 
easy when you understand the point. 
 
“Another of the disciples” means that there were many 
who were intrigued by Jesus. They wanted to be 
associated with Him because of the excitement 
surrounding Him and His celebrity. 
 
There are always such people. Folks who want to be a 
part of something interesting, special, new and 
invigorating. So long as it doesn’t cost too much. 
 
Jesus fully understood the hearts of men. The guy 
basically says, “Lord, I would of course wholeheartedly 
follow you to the ends of the earth, unfortunately I have 
this pressing matter to deal with first - you understand, 
don’t you?” Can you identify with the man? Yes Lord, 
I’ll do whatever You desire. I want to obey Your perfect 
Will. I just need to put some of my affairs in order first. 
 
I’ll start a church and serve as pastor as soon as my 
kids are grown, as soon as I have enough money 
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saved to finance it without emptying my savings, as 
soon as I retire - I’ll still be young, in fact, I’ll even retire 
early. I’ll obey once I get things a little better organized. 
 
Yes, Lord we’ll go and be missionaries in a Muslim 
country as soon as we’re empty nesters, as soon as 
we have enough money that we won’t have to go from 
church-to-church begging people to support us. We’ll 
obey once we’re better able to obey. 
 
The duty to bury one’s own father was one that Jesus 
would have fully understood and normally would have 
fully supported. His problem was that the guy was 
using it as an excuse to delay discipleship. 
 
Jesus dramatically said, no such delay is acceptable. 
 
His response is in two parts. First, He essentially 
shouts an unmistakable two-word command. “Follow 
Me!” That is the imperative. First and foremost, 
regardless of all else, immediately, unreservedly follow 
Jesus.  
 
Jesus makes the point in several places and in several 
ways. Duty, obligations, family, friends, work, are all 
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important - but all pale in comparison to one’s devotion 
to Jesus. He comes first always. 
 
That’s the cost of discipleship. 
 
The second part of Jesus’ answer is where people get 
weird. It is an exegetical mistake to take, “Allow the 
dead to bury their own dead,” as a metaphorical riddle 
that must be solved.  
 
So many people say, He means that the spiritually 
dead, i.e. non-Christians should bury other non-
Christians. Or could it be that the spiritually dead 
should bury everyone who dies? There are actually 
several different approaches to this saying, and they 
are all wrong. 
 
Jesus was saying let the physically dead bury the 
physically dead. That is what you call an oxymoron. It 
is supposed to be impossible - it was never intended to 
be taken literally because it functions as surprising slap 
in the face to shock and to draw a line of demarcation. 
 
It is harsh and offensive and unexpected. Jesus uses 
sarcasm - yes, sarcasm to make His point. They can 
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never be any acceptable excuse for not following 
Jesus, no matter how reasonable it is. 
 
This then creates a vast chasm between following any 
other teacher, religion, or order. Christianity is an all or 
nothing proposition. You are either a full member of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, or you are a full member of the 
kingdom of earth - choose. 
 
And choose now. There is no guarantee that the 
opportunity will return. There may never be another 
chance. Postponing discipleship is not only unwise, it 
may very well turn out to be irreversible. 
 
Jesus was saying to that man and He is saying to all 
people today, “You have more pressing matters. Follow 
Me and everything else will work out.” 
 
As I said, Jesus often talks about the priority and 
urgency of discipleship. One such place comes in a 
couple of chapters, Matthew 10:37, 37NASB“He who 
loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of 
Me; and he who loves son or daughter more than Me is 
not worthy of Me.”  
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If you think about it, what is Jesus saying about Himself 
with such a bold demand? 
 
Any human who says that obeying them is the most 
important thing in life - more important then life itself - 
is either an insane narcissist, or they are the Word of 
God made flesh known as “The Son of Man.” 
 
When we take the two incidents together, we see a 
cost of discipleship that is far greater than the Judaism 
practiced 2,000 years ago and sadly far greater than 
the Christianity practiced today. 
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What are you willing to do for Jesus? If the answer is 
anything less than, I’ll do anything and everything 
without question, or hesitation, you are not worthy of 
Him. 
 
Theologian D.A. Carson said, “Little has done more to 
harm the witness of the Christian church than the 
practice of filling its ranks with every volunteer who is 
willing to make a little profession, talk fluently of 
experience, but display little of perseverance.” Since 
today is Saint Patrick’s Day, let me read a passage 
from his autobiographical journal called “Confessions.” 
Just to refresh your memory, Patrick was born in 
Roman controlled England in 385 AD. When he was 
16, he was captured by pagan Irish raiders and sold to 
a Druid priest. After a few years he escaped and made 
his way home. After a while he felt God calling him 
back to Ireland as the first Christian missionary there. 
His friends and family tried everything they could think 
of including bribes to get him to change his mind. 
 
In his own words Patrick said, “It was not by my own 
grace, but God who overcame the (temptation to stay) 
in me, and to resist them all so that I could come to the 
peoples of Ireland to preach the gospel. I bore insults 
from unbelievers, so that I would hear the hatred 
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directed at me for travelling here. I bore many 
persecutions, even chains, so that I could give up my 
freeborn state for the sake of others. If I be worthy, I 
am ready even to give up my life most willingly here 
and now for his name.” 
 
He is credited with being the instrument God used to 
bring Christianity to all of Ireland. Again, what are you 
willing to do for Christ?  
 

Matthew 8:18-34 ~ 23NASBWhen He got into the boat, 
His disciples followed Him. 24And behold, there arose 
a great storm on the sea, so that the boat was being 
covered with the waves; but Jesus Himself was asleep. 
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25And they came to Him and woke Him, saying, “Save 
us, Lord; we are perishing!” 26He said to them, “Why 
are you afraid, you men of little faith?” Then He got up 
and rebuked the winds and the sea, and it became 
perfectly calm. 27The men were amazed, and said, 
“What kind of a man is this, that even the winds and 
the sea obey Him?”  
 
The whole story is told chiastically for easy 
memorization. It has some important elements that are 
often overlooked. The first thing to note is Matthew’s 
purpose is unchanged. He’s still showing us Who 
Jesus IS. 
 
Matthew established through three miracles the 
wisdom in listening to Jesus and putting His Words into 
practice. Now he will use three supernatural events to 
show that obedience to Jesus, is active and entails 
every aspect of one’s life. These events show why 
following Him is more important than anything else. 
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They boarded the boat in Capernaum for a voyage to 
the other side of the Sea of Galilee. They ended up 
going from the northwest corner of the lake down to an 
area in the southeast corner. That’s about the 
maximum distance they could have travelled in a 
straight line, but still less than 11 miles. Maps for 
comparison… 
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This episode is the first of three told for that distinctly 
theological purpose.  
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Note that the “Disciples followed Him.” That choice of 
words is not accidental. Many of those who were 
following Jesus stayed on the shore. They were not 
true disciples. Only those who got into the boat with 
Jesus were His disciples. 
 
Jesus was tired, so He made a nest for Himself on a 
cushion in the stern and promptly went to sleep (Mark 
4:36-41). 
 
It isn’t “A great storm on the sea,” it is a great shaking 
of the sea. Matthew chose the word σεισμός (sās-
mŏs), from which we get our word seismic. It means 
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violent shaking, as in an earthquake. This was a 
gigantic violent shaking of the water. 
 
Matthew wasn’t saying it was an actual earthquake, he 
was saying the storm was unnatural. One can’t help 
but get the impression that it was a storm of Satanic 
origin. Satan as the prince of this world, sent a fierce 
tempest unlike anything they had experienced before. 
 
That is further borne out by the word used for 
“Perishing,” being very close to the apocalyptic term. 
The emphatic title “Lord,” is very reminiscent of the title 
the Jews used for God and the word the disciples used 
in asking Jesus for help. 
 
They don’t say to Him, we’re all going to die, abandon 
ship. They don’t say, Jesus can you do anything. They 
don’t ask for His help, His assistance, or even for Him 
to calm the storm, or miraculously transport them to the 
shore. They don’t even implore Him to pray… What 
they do is plead for Jesus to “Save” them. 
 
It is σῴζω (sō-dzō), a loaded word in the New 
Testament that Matthew knows his readers will 
associate with eschatological salvation.  
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Finally, we know that it was a battle in the spiritual 
realm because these men were sailors. They had been 
sailing boats on the Sea of Galilee, literally, all their 
lives. Sudden and severe storms are an extremely 
common occurrence. The Sea can go from calm to 
outrageous very quickly and often does. They had 
been in rough waters many times before.  
 
When professional sailors are engaged in sailing, and 
the water gets rough, they don’t typically ask a 
carpenter to save them. Even if it was a terrible storm 
of natural causes they would be focused on sailing. In 
an emergency the pilot, the driver, the sailor gets 
busier about the task of survival.  
 
The way Matthew tells the story it is pregnant with a 
supernatural element. It is designed to get you thinking 
about hidden principalities, powers and authorities. 
 
The boat was being swamped - the literal meaning 
would be that the boat was under the water, rather than 
upon the water. Generally, not a good plan. 
 
They wake Jesus in a frenzied panic. Yes, Jesus is 
asleep through the tempest. Why? Well. He was tired 
sure enough, but even more, He was unconcerned. 
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Jesus knew everything was okay. His faith was so 
strong it was the same as a certainty. 
 
The first thing Jesus does in the middle of this crazy 
situation? He rebukes them for their lack of faith! 
 
What’s your problem? Are you guys crazy? You’ve 
already heard Me teach, you’ve already seen me heal 
people and cast out demons? Seriously, what’s wrong 
with you guys? 
 
I know for a fact that if I had been one of those 
dudes… Yeah, I’d have been a no faith whiner too. 
 
The next thing Jesus did was He “Rebuked the winds 
and the sea.” At that precise moment everything was 
instantly calm. It wasn’t like the wind died down and the 
waters began to settle down. Hurricane - no hurricane. 
 
Even though these guys trusted Jesus enough to get in 
the boat, and trusted Him enough to go to Him for 
“Saving,” what they just witnessed was too much. 
 
They were blown away. They “Were amazed.” They 
marveled, “What kind of man are we following here?” 
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Even the wind and the sea “Listen to Him.” Satan may 
be “The god of this world” (II Corinthians 4:4), but his 
power, like the power of the Centurion last week, is a 
derived power. 
 
His only power is that which the true God allows him to 
wield. Well, the true God just overruled him and 
wielded a bit of His own. 
 
What does the mean? as Jesus Himself said, “Follow 
Me!”  


