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   Alêtheia Christian Fellowship 
                 February 17, 2019 

             “False Can Be Subtle” 
 

9:00 ~ Fellowship. 
10:00 ~ Service with the King’s Kid’s  

 

NEWS 
Potluck March 3rd  

Joint Elder/Deacon/Staff Meeting with Wives, March 7th 6:00pm 
 

330 N. Somers Rd. (Mail: PO Box 10626) Kalispell, MT 59904~ (406) 755-1776 
Visit the website ~ www.myaletheia.com ~ Hear a sermon at aletheiachristianfellowship.podomatic.com 

Like us on Facebook (aletheiachristianfellowship) 
Emails: pastor@myaletheia.com, secretary@myaletheia.com, kids@myaletheia.com 

 
 
MATTHEW 7:15&20 ~ 15NASB“Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in 
sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves. 16“You will know them by their 
fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are they? 
17“So every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. 18“A good tree 
cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit. 19“Every tree that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20“So then, you will know 
them by their fruits.  
 
As we moved deeper into this chapter, we found out that Jesus was setting the stage 
for a very specific kind of judging. What He was really on about all along was judging 
the ___________________ of others on the church. 
 

 
 
Fill out the other side, detach this part of the page, and place it in the 
offering plate or the prayer/suggestion box in the lobby or with an Elder or 
Deacon of the church. 

 
God Bless You! 
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1) Disbelief - it never happened. That’s called _____________________. 
 
 
2) Distrust - it may have happened, but there’s no one I trust with the details, so no one 
can know for sure. That’s called ___________________. 
 
 
3) Institutional inspiration, or church revelation - it happened, and God reveals the 
details to the leadership of the church. The ________________ is the final authority.  
 
 
4) Individual inspiration, or personal revelation - it happened, and God reveals the 
details to me personally. Each __________________________ is their own final 
authority. 
 
 
5) Biblical inspiration, or revelation through the written Word - it happened, and God 
revealed the details to the Inspired Bible writers and then preserved the resultant 
Scriptures through time. The __________________ is the final authority. 
 
 
 
 
My greatest concern is the people who think that the Bible can legitimately confess to 
what is illegitimate. 
 

Genesis 1:27, 2:20b-24, Matthew 19:6, Leviticus 18:22  
 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Check all that apply – detach and place in the offering or the prayer box 
 

_____ I want to talk with the pastor about ___________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want prayer for _________________________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want to volunteer to _____________________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want more information about ______________________________________________ 
 

_____ Other __________________________________________________________________ 
 

Name ______________________ Address _________________________________________ 
 

Phone ______________________ Email ___________________________________________ 
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Alêtheia ~ Matthew 7f ~ 021719 
 

Over the last two weeks we have examined chapter 7, 
verses 15-20. We know that in the first half of the 
chapter, Jesus very carefully laid out the only legitimate 
method for judging others in the church. 
 
To properly judge any other, you must judge them as 
He does, with His profound love for them. This is still 
the period of Grace. This is still the era for 
reconciliation, restoration, renewal. So many Christians 
set themselves up as critics - justifying it by saying God 
will judge with perfect justice. Right, He will. You’re not 
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God and even God is not judging that way right now. 
This is still the time of redemption. 
 
If you can’t judge others with the mercy, forbearance 
and patience of Christ, you have no business judging 
at all, and in fact, are imperiling your own immortal soul 
in the process. 
 
We can only judge as He judges, ever with the goal of 
restitution and brotherhood. Why, then, judge at all? 
Love. Love for the one going astray for sure, but even 
more than that, love for the Body of Christ. True unity 
and fellowship in the church. 
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As we moved deeper into this chapter, we found out 
that Jesus was setting the stage for a very specific kind 
of judging. What He was really on about all along was 
judging the influence of others on the church. We can 
use this chapter as a guide for judging other things, but 
the real purpose is judging that which puts the church 
at risk. 
 
False influencers entering the community and wreaking 
havoc with their false influence - their false message - 
their false beliefs. While human judgmentalism is the 
fastest way to destroy the church, allowing false 
influence free reign is a close second. What Jesus is 
showing us is the way the church is protected, is by the 
church practicing good Godly Judgment. 
 
That kind of judgment takes wisdom and wisdom 
comes from study, experience and effort, along with 
prayer and the power of the Holy Spirit, together with 
an earnest desire for God to be glorified, Christ’s Grace 
to be unleased and His Kingdom built.  
 
It only works when the one judging is able to remove 
themselves from the equation and put the interests of 
Jesus first. While He’s concerned for each individual, 
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and we must go to extraordinary lengths to preserve 
them, His greater concern, and ours, is for the group.  
 
A shepherd will temporarily leave the herd to seek a 
lost lamb, but no shepherd would ever allow the flock 
to be destroyed to save a wayward sheep. 
 
Most Christians assume that Jesus is talking to them 
about being careful to protect themselves from false 
prophets. I know Christians who make it their job to 
ferret out what they don’t like about every pastor and 
ministry leader they find and then publicly bash them. 
All the while thinking that they are doing God’s work 
unmasking these wolves. Notice what I said 
previously? I said, “What Jesus is showing us is the 
way the church is protected is when it practices good 
Godly Judgment.” I didn’t say anything about protecting 
yourself with sound judgment, yet how many of us 
have been thinking that way? It is in our nature and our 
culture to make it about us. 
 
The Lord is interested in preserving the church body 
because without that, the individuals have no chance.  
 
Our culture has a distorted view of the church. Even 
faithful church goers see the church as something 
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inferior to their own authority. They are associated with 
church mostly from a sense of obligation, or habit, or 
simply because they enjoy it. Whatever the reasons, 
church is just a thing they either take or leave as they 
desire. Few Christians understand that the church is 
what Christ died for, and that the church is the vehicle 
through which Jesus chose to minister His grace to the 
earth. 
 
The church has to be more important than any 
individual and that’s a hard pill for 21st century 
Westerners to swallow. It’s the opposite of how we like 
things. Do you truly feel like Alêtheia is more important 
than you are? 
 
Anyway, Jesus tells us that we will recognize these 
false influencers the same way the Godly people have 
always done… By carefully considering their message. 
This is not about how they appear outwardly, their 
Godly lifestyle, or their supposed spirituality, or the 
success of their ministry, or the warm fuzzy they give 
as their message resonates with you.  
 
Jesus tells us that they’re wearing a disguise. Seeing 
them for what they are, takes more than just 
observation.  
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We will only recognize them by examining the content 
of what they peddle, teach, recommend or champion. 
The only way we can do that is if we are lifelong 
students of Truth. 
 
You probably hadn’t thought about these verse that 
way before last week - few do. In fact, I was just 
reading a commentary by Ellen White the founder of 
the Seventh Day Adventists where she said these 
verses mean that a false prophet will be known by their 
un-Christ-like demeanor. 
 
Metaphorical “Fruit” in the Bible simply means the 
manifestation of the thing being discussed. Only 
context can tell us what that is. The “Fruits” of false 
influencers is the content of their influence. 
 
Demeanor can be faked. Find out what is the person 
pushing. Does it align with the Foundation of Jesus as 
understood by the blueprint that the Holy Spirit has 
given to us? 
 
That’s what’s critical. Is it the Truth from God, or not? 
That brings us to the issue of how can we know what 
the Truth is? 
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What is the basis of our Christian understanding? 
 

Last week I gave you the 5 basic underpinnings of 
faith. Some might say that there are more than 5 ways. 
No, any other way you can think of will be subsumed 
under one or more of the 5 I’ve listed.  
 
Some might say; a person could use two or more of the 
blueprints together in concert. No, as soon as you use 
more than one, you’re really using the 4th, which is you 
are the final authority. In whatever way you formulate 
your system, you decide. If it’s a combination, you 
decide the ratio and the authority that takes priority in 



10 
 
each circumstance. Really, 1, 2 and 4 are that way. In 
all three, and anytime more than one is used, you are 
the one deciding and are therefore the founder of your 
own religion and in fact are your own god. 
 
It’s the most popular because it is in our DNA, thanks 
to our mother Eve. We want to know. We want to 
decide. We want to be in control. 
 
Only by allowing the church #3, or the Bible #5, to be 
the final authority are you relinquishing control and 
submitting to a guiding principle for your faith that is 
bigger than yourself.  
 
There’s a lot to recommend the idea that the church is 
God’s authority on earth. However, there is far more 
reason to reject it. Before I explain why, let me clarify 
something, once again. 
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I have no interest in bashing anyone. Half my extended 
family is Catholic, and the other half is Mormon. I was a 
Catholic Altar Boy and attended Catholic school. I was 
indoctrinated in my Mormon heritage - basically 
Mormon royalty. My ancestors settled Utah, Wyoming 
and Idaho in the 1840’s. Then, I had the privilege of 
spending a year and a half in a full-blown cult. As an 
adult, I have held membership in Pentecostal, Baptist 
and Non-Denominational churches. 
 
I always maintain that no one has perfect theology and 
that God can save people in the most unlikely 
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circumstances. I’m not trying to offend anyone. I’m 
trying to be honest and sometimes honesty requires 
bluntness. 
 
Just because I address problems with a denomination, 
it doesn’t mean that I don’t love people of that 
denomination, it doesn’t mean that I think they’re all 
going to Hell, and it doesn’t mean that I think I’m 
perfect. It just means I’m telling you the truth about 
their stated denominational beliefs, practices and 
doctrines. 
 
I already brought up Ellen White. From a Biblical 
Authority perspective, from blueprint #5, she was a 
false prophet. Even so, I’m not saying anything about 
her internal condition, eternal destination, or value to 
God. I have no idea if she will be in Heaven, because I 
don’t know all the variables.  
 
I think that many of her Adventist followers today, are 
our Christian brothers and sisters. What I know for 
sure? I know that Ellen and her denomination have 
some bad theology… From a Biblical Authority Basis. 
Then, of course, who doesn’t? 
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The point Jesus was driving at wasn’t a perfectionism 
of doctrinal detail - it was knowing His voice well 
enough to recognize an opposing voice. 
 
With all that said, and everyone happy that I’m a nice 
guy and no one wanting to shoot the messenger, we’ll 
tackle the first of our two blueprints that aren’t all about 
the individual making their own rules. 
 

When we talk about institutional or church authority, 
we’re mostly talking about Roman Catholicism. There 
are problems with the church being the blueprint. The 
biggest for me, is it has evolved. The church has 
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progressively moved over time to become more and 
more extra-biblical, even non-biblical. 
 
They could have said the church will interpret 
Scripture, but never deviate from it. That’s not what 
happened. Each generation added its own ideas 
transforming the church through time.   
 
Many of the un-biblical fundamentals of church life in 
Roman Catholicism are much later additions. The 
celibate priesthood 1123, Purgatory 1274, Praying to 
Saints 1545, the Confessional 1563, the Ave Maria 
1566, Praying the Rosary 1569, the Immaculate 
Conception of Mary 1854, her bodily assumption 
directly into heaven 1950, and on and on we could go.  
 
If you trust the church more than the Bible and a 
progressive ever-evolving practice of faith doesn’t 
bother you, it might work for you. 
 
Even if you can clear that hurdle the next big problem 
is that if the church is God’s authority on earth, it must 
be perfect. Technically, it is the stated Catholic doctrine 
of the “Infallibility of the church” and it means that the 
church is exempt from even the possibility of error. The 
Pope himself, is likewise infallible.  
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Error is impossible. That makes sense. If God is going 
to establish His Truth through the church, the church 
must not err, yet even the Catholic church admits it has 
erred many times, and in many ways, over its 2,000-
year history. 
 
If the church was wrong even once, how can we be 
certain it isn’t wrong now? 
 
There are other problems to be sure, but again, I’m not 
trying to bash millions of people. I love Catholics - I 
know a few who I am certain love God. They are my 
people on my mom’s side going back at least 1,000 
years and they are the ones who reached out to me 
when I was at my lowest point. 
 
When I was in deep kimchi, and waffling between 
suicide and prison, it was Catholic friends who pushed 
me to see a Priest. I finally did and he really helped 
me. He had been a helicopter pilot in Viet Nam and 
then went to seminary and became a Catholic 
Chaplain. 
 
We met a few times and he succeeded in renewing my 
interest in God, once my ordeal was over, he got me to 
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Confess, do my Penance and attend Mass, 
participating in the Liturgy and the Eucharist. As I 
began to get more serious, I had more and more 
questions for my Priest friend. 
 
Why do we have the Confessional, why are we praying 
to Mary and the Saints, why, why, why? Why couldn’t I 
find corroboration for those practices in the Bible? 
 
He was very kind and honest about it all. He freely 
acknowledged that none of it could be justified from a 
Biblical standpoint - it was evolved church dogma. I 
couldn’t reconcile the church demanding one thing, 
while the Book they venerated, demanded something 
else. My priest friend finally told me, “Scott, I would 
much rather have you be a good Baptist, than a bad 
Catholic.” 
 
That was the moment I needed to establish a new 
source of authority for the conduct of my Christianity. If 
I was going to trust in God and follow His will, I needed 
to know what that meant. 
 
At the time, I wasn’t sure about the Bible. I, like 
everyone, had heard that it had been copied and 
translated so many times that it was a hopeless mess. 
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I, like everyone, had heard that it was so full of 
contradictions it was useless. I, like everyone, had 
heard that it was so open to interpretation that it could 
mean anything anyone wanted it to mean. I, like 
everyone, had heard that it was a select compilation of 
second, third and fourth century documents falsely 
claiming to have come from eye-witnesses that was 
then heavily edited by the power elite to control the 
new religion.    
 

But was that true? It was time to investigate. Was there 
a Word from God that could be reliably accessed, 
understood and implemented? 
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What I knew, was that if there wasn’t a universally 
applicable, reasonably comprehendible and easily 
accessible guide for Christianity, I was left to my own 
imagination. 
 
Would God provide a Savior and then leave us to 
figure it out without any firm information to go on? 
 

Since I knew that atheism was just an illusion and the 
church was progressive and imperfect and since I also 
knew that personal revelation was indistinguishable 
from doing whatever floats your boat… 
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I knew that if the Bible wasn’t the absolute Word of 
God, inerrant, infallible, preserved to be precisely what 
God wanted us to have, no more, no less, 
comprehensible and perfect… Well, then the only 
reasonable alternative to all of it was agnosticism. 
 
If we can’t know for sure, we can’t know for sure. You 
can either fully rely on the Bible as we now possess it, 
or admit that it is impossible to know for sure and quit 
pretending. 
 

What is the Bible? I wrestled with discussing this for 
days. Should I skip it, sum it all up, go into some detail, 
or do a multi-sermon study on the topic? 
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I think it must be what each of you yearns and strives 
to learn. All I can say, is I have studied the issue 
ceaselessly, thoroughly and diligently for 25 years… 
And for me, there is no question at all. I am completely 
convinced beyond any doubt whatsoever that the Bible 
is the sole basis and authority for Christian belief and 
practice. 
 
There are so many reasons that I could barely scratch 
the surface even if we took time out for a topical series. 
There is the miraculous preservation proven by 
archeology and the unique coherence of content. 
There is the historical, logical and scientific rationality. 
There is the irrefutable consistency with what must 
logically be and there is the supernatural illumination a 
Spirit-filled Christian experiences every time they yield 
themselves to God’s revelation… To name a few. 
 
I know that just sounds like a bunch of words, but I 
spent a lot of time thinking about it and getting those 
words right… All to simply reiterate that the Bible is 
unlike anything else known to humankind… Nothing 
comes close. 
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I really could go on… The point is, you must decide 
what it is that provides the source, basis and authority 
for God’s revelation of Truth to us now. What the 
measuring stick to determine false prophets is… 
 
I believe to the core of my being that it can only 
reasonably be the Bible. It is the only hope we have of 
a foundation that isn’t ever shifting with the whims and 
desires of mankind. Tossed by the seas of culture and 
pummeled by the waves of societal change. The Bible 
is the only thing that stands the test of time, stalwart 
and unchanging… Much like the true author Himself. 
 
If that is to be true in full, then we must also realize that 
the Bible is an all or nothing proposition. The Bible in 
total is either God’s Word or it isn’t God’s Word. 
 
It cannot be partially God’s Word because it is 
impossible to know which parts qualify and which do 
not. People have tried. Thomas Jefferson had his cut 
and paste Bible. The Jesus Seminar took six years to 
cut 80% of Jesus’s Words from His mouth. 
 
Believing parts are divine, while other parts are less so, 
is actually no different than not accepting the Bible at 
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all… Because in such a case, you are the one making 
the rules, not the Bible. 
 
With all that said, the only practical solution is to take 
the whole as God’s revelation to us. Therefore, getting 
it right - understanding what is actually teaches - 
seems vital. It’s why we do what we do here in this 
Fellowship, working tirelessly to get it as right as is 
possible. 
 

That brings me to my greatest concern. There are 
many who would readily agree with all that I’ve said 
today. They would proclaim themselves to likewise hold 
the Bible as the sole authority for Christianity. 
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Yet, it isn’t so. Some don’t realize it, and others hide 
the fact, but many people, teachers and pastors who 
claim the Bible as God’s Word, twist it into something 
else. 
 
Nearly all Protestant Denominations and the majority of 
local churches today claim to be guided by the Bible, 
most of them are lying about that to one degree or 
another. 
 
The whole thing starts with sentiment and human logic. 
Let’s take homosexuality as one example of 100’s I 
could use. 
 
Church leaders as products of their culture, 
desensitized to what was once so taboo no one would 
even bring it up, are open to discussing the topic of 
homosexuality in the church. Just by virtue of the fact 
that it is a topic of conversation proves that the Bible is 
put aside, and human wisdom is elevated. 
 
The Bible is crystal clear on the topic. Few areas are 
as absolutely established. Homosexual activity is an 
abomination to God according to the entirety of the 
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Bible. It is an afront because it is the exact opposite of 
what God created and called very good. 
 
Again, I’m not trying to be mean. I’m just explaining 
what the Bible teaches. First chapter of the Bible… 
27NIVGod created mankind in his own image, in the 
image of God he created them; male and female he 
created them (Genesis 1:27). 
 
Male and female, that’s it. Yes, due to the Fall and the 
corruption of all things physical, there are problems 
and proclivities to be overcome, but they are to be 
overcome. 
 
I have no doubt some folks are attracted to the same 
gender. There is also no doubt that some people prefer 
sex with kids and others think stealing or murder or any 
number of other things are right for them … is that okay 
too?  
 
This is what God’s Word reveals as His plan… 
20bNIVBut for Adam no suitable partner was found. 
21So the Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep 
sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the 
man’s ribs and then closed up the place with flesh. 
22Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib he 
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had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the 
man. 23The man said, “This is now bone of my bones 
and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called ‘woman,’ for 
she was taken out of man.” 24That is why a man 
leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, 
and they become one flesh (Genesis 2:20b-24). Jesus 
quoted that declaration and added. 6NIVSo they are no 
longer two, but one flesh. Therefore, what God has 
joined together, let no one separate (Matthew 19:6). 
 
Homosexuality and especially homosexual marriage 
flies in the face of what God created and that is why He 
said in Leviticus 18:22, 22NASBYou shall not lie with a 
male as one lies with a female; it is an abomination. 
 
There are many other specific passages, but the 
Biblical Truth is that any sexual intercourse, of any 
kind, whether homosexual or heterosexual, when other 
than one man lawfully married to one woman in the 
sight of Holy God is sin… period, end of story. 
 
Now, when you Google the Bible and Homosexuality 
the majority of the sites that come up proclaim that the 
Bible does not portray homosexuality as a sin.  
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Multiple self-promoting authorities teaching that the 
Bible condones and even celebrates committed love 
between same gender people. 
 
There is a saying that if you torture the Scripture 
enough, it will confess to anything. 
 
My greatest concern is the people who think that the 
Bible can legitimately confess to what is illegitimate. 
 
So many people think the Bible is open to interpretation 
on almost any issue, because it is open to 
interpretation on some issues… It is not true. 
 
The Biblical basis can only ever tell us that homosexual 
activity is sin. Homosexuals will either align themselves 
to the Bible or they will warp the Bible to themselves. 
 
That is precisely the same thing each and every person 
does in a myriad of ways peculiar to them. 
 
The difference between the average homosexual and 
us sitting here now, is the title attached to the sin we 
twist Scripture to mitigate. 
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Homosexual bashers love I Corinthians 6:9-11, It tells 
us that the effeminate, μαλακός, the one performing the 
female role along with the homosexuals, ἀρσενοκοίτης, 
the one performing the male role, will not enter heaven. 
Let’s read… 9NASBDo do you not know that the 
unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not 
be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor 
adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, 10nor 
thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, 
nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God. There’s 
a lot more on that partial list than homosexuality. Those 
are all behaviors that will bar you from heaven… Yet, 
verse 11, 11Such were some of you; but you were 
washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified 
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of 
our God.  
 
What we must do is call sin, sin and have compassion 
on those who sin. Instead of ignoring or celebrating sin, 
we need to pray for repentance and forgiveness and 
restoration. 
 
We don’t use this passage to bash others. We use it to 
safeguard the Truth of Jesus and to use that to minister 
to those who don’t yet conform. 
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Throughout time God has maintained His remnant who 
were keepers of His Light. Our goal is to be part of that 
remnant, part of that bastion of Truth in a world that 
loves lies. 
 
What I hope you can see past the discussion on 
homosexuality is that it is one glaring example of a 
huge problem in the way people misuse the Bible. 
 
Anyone who emphasizes certain verses and 
deemphasizes others has subtly done what 
Gaychurch.org has done. 
 
My point is not to discuss homosexuality, but to use it 
to show how the same kind of Bible distortion is 
ubiquitous and most people miss it. 
 
Look, my friends, the Bible has only one position on 
female clergy. I know many people think that the Bible 
is open to interpretation on the issue - it is not. Those 
denominations that ordain women do so despite the 
Bible, not because of it. 
 
Again, just another example of hundreds that could be 
used. 
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Let us do our best to hold to the Biblical Truth as well 
as God will allow. Let us then extend His grace to all 
others from that true Light. 
 
 
 


