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Alêtheia Christian Fellowship 
 August 23, 2020 

               “Legalistic Religiosity Condemned” 
 

Sunday school at 8:30, in-person Indoor Services at 9:15 and at 10:45 with King’s Kids. 
  

NEWS 
Be respectful of others by allowing them to deal with COVID 19 in their own way. 

Wednesday Nights at Alêtheia begin soon - get ready - volunteer. 
 

330 N. Somers Rd. (Mail: PO Box 10626) Kalispell, MT 59904~ (406) 755-1776 
Visit the website ~ www.myaletheia.com 

Like us on Facebook (aletheiachristianfellowship) 
Emails: pastor@myaletheia.com, stacey.sundt@myaletheia.com 

 
MATTHEW 21:12-17~  
 
The events of the Triumphal Entry, the Temple Cleansing, the Withered Fig Tree, the 
comments about moving mountains and authority, etc., can be confusing, if we don’t 
understand that they were fulfillments of prophecy and each functioned as both a 
promise and a judgment.  
 
 
 
 
The Temple consisted of five increasingly holy areas. A thick curtain, or veil, separated 
the Holy of Holies from mankind.  
 
 
 
 
The merchants were a necessary feature of first century Judaism. The monetary 
offerings, as well as the animals for sacrifice, had to be inspected by the priests. 
 

Fill out the other side, detach this part of the page, and place it in the 
offering plate or the prayer/suggestion box in the lobby or with an Elder or 

Deacon of the church. 
 

God Bless You! 
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The Tyrian Shekel… Jesus put a stop to all transactions in the Temple court, but it is 
specifically mentioned that He “Overturned the tables of the money changers.” 
 

What’s the other specific action? Jesus “Overturned… the seats of those 
who were selling doves.”  

 
 
 
 
Jesus put a stop to the market, which put a stop to the sacrificial system… In doing so, 
He quoted Isaiah 56:7, and Jeremiah 7:11.  
 

Malachi 1:9-11, Hosea 9:15, Zechariah 14:21. Everything Jesus did during 
Passion Week declares the same thing. Genuine repentance, or Judgment. 

 
 
 
 
The two-pronged Truth that all else pales in comparison to the necessity to honor, love, 
serve God… And that no human can ever do that on their own. 
 

There’s only one conclusion… God will have to enable me. 
 
 
 
 
Jesus’ response is far more shocking than it seems. He quoted Psalm 8. It starts with 
“O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth.” “Majestic” is another use 

of the Hapax Legomenon θαυμάσιος (thow-mä-sē-ŏs). “You reveal your majesty in the 

heavens above! From the mouths of children and nursing babies you have ordained 
praise.” The point? The praise is praise for Almighty God Himself. It was always 
reserved for God alone… 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Write a brief note – detach and place in the offering, or the prayer box, or give it to a Deacon/Elder 

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Name ____________________________ Address ______________________________________________ 
 

Phone ______________________ Email ______________________________________________________ 



3 

 
Alêtheia ~ Matthew 21b ~ 082320 
“Legalistic Religiosity Condemned” 
 

 
Matthew 21:12–17 
12And Jesus entered the temple and drove out all 
those who were buying and selling in the temple, and 
overturned the tables of the money changers and the 
seats of those who were selling doves. 13And He said 
to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a 
house of prayer’; but you are making it a robbers’ den.” 
14And the blind and the lame came to Him in the 
temple, and He healed them. 15But when the chief 
priests and the scribes saw the wonderful things that 
He had done, and the children who were shouting in 
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the temple, “Hosanna to the Son of David,” they 
became indignant 16and said to Him, “Do You hear 
what these children are saying?” And Jesus said to 
them, “Yes; have you never read, ‘Out of the mouth of 
infants and nursing babies You have prepared praise 
for Yourself’?” 17And He left them and went out of the 
city to Bethany, and spent the night there. 
 
We took a little break from Matthew last week. Some of 
you were at camp where we talked about church unity 
and the Fruit of the Spirit. Some of you were here and 
got to heard Don bring the Word. 
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If you remember, the last time we were in Matthew, 
Jesus triumphally entered into Jerusalem. 
 
Let me remind you that for a very long time, Jesus was 
moving in this direction… He had already “Set His 
face,” toward the final chapter of His mission. He had 
been increasingly direct about what awaited Him and 
had been moving forward to embrace it anyway. 
 
As Jesus approached the Holy City, He began a series 
of what are best described as fulfillments of Biblical 
prophecy. The riding of the donkey colt into Jerusalem 
was, first and foremost, a declaration, to anyone wise 
enough to get it, that Jesus was the long awaited, 
promised Messiah. 
 
The next several incidents are in that same vein. When 
we fail to perceive that, the incidents are perplexing. 
Many times, people have asked me about the Temple 
cleansing, the withered fig tree, the comment about 
moving mountains, and more. It can be confusing if we 
don’t keep things in context and understand that these 
events were carefully orchestrated for the purpose of 
confirming Who Jesus was, to the very people who 
should have recognized Him. 
 



6 

 
In that way, each one functions as both a promise and 
a judgment. A promise for those who accept the 
Messiah God sent, and by obvious extension, nothing 
but judgment upon those who reject God’s greatest gift. 
 
Then, as now, people look God’s gift horse in the 
mouth… We examine Jesus and decide if He’s a 
worthy gift - if we’re willing to accept Him as offered - a 
gift we are willing to have. By doing this, we mere 
“Potshards among potshards,” we mere “Vapors, here 
today, gone tomorrow,” we mere specks living on a 
speck in the backwater of space, we judge the God 
Who holds it all in His hand. Think about that for a 
while. 
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(Temple model Jerusalem) After triumphally entering 
the Holiest City on earth and fulfilling several 
prophecies pertaining to the Messiah, Jesus next 
entered the Temple complex. 
 
The Temple consisted the outer court and porticoes. 
Anyone could enter there, including Gentiles.  

 
(Western Wall in Jerusalem) Next there was the “Court 
of the women.” It was off-limits on pain of death to 
anyone other than Jews and was as far as any female 
was permitted.  
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Beyond that was the “Court of Israel.” Any Jewish male 
was allowed, but only Jewish priests to go beyond 
there, into the “Sanctuary.” Finally, there was the “Holy 
of Holies” where only the High Priest, once a year, 
could enter. 
 
A thick curtain, or veil, separated the Holy of Holies, 
where God’s presence was supposed to rest on the Ark 
of the Covenant, from mankind. Only the High Priest 
could pass and only on the Day of Atonement each 
year to offer sacrifice for the people. Even so, if he 
made any kind of mistake at all, God would strike him 
dead. His clothing included bells. As long as the other 
priests could hear the bells, they knew it was going 
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well. You may have heard of a rope tied to the dude in 
order to drag him out if the bells stopped ringing. It has 
no Biblical, or ancient historical basis, but could 
possibly be true. Anyway, the veil will become 
important later. 
 
So, Jesus entered the Temple area, most likely under 
the portico on the south side. That’s the most likely 
place where vendors, traders and other merchants 
would have been. 
 
Those businesspeople were a necessary feature of first 
century Judaism. Everything to do with the Temple was 
ultimately seen as having to do with God Himself and 
therefore everything had to be pure, spotless and 
without blemish. 
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(Samaritan High Priest inspecting lambs) The 
monetary offerings as well as the animals for sacrifice 
had to be inspected by the priests. If you travelled any 
distance at all, it was much simpler to sell a lamb at 
home, carry the money from the sale, and buy a lamb 
at the Temple. It was more than that though. The things 
sold in the Temple were already certified. Even if you 
lived next to the Temple and had a beautiful lamb, the 
priests, recognizing that you had bypassed their 
vendors would likely find a defect. 
 
Of course, like in every instance of legalism, especially 
where profit is possible, the purity was subjective. 
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(Jerusalem money changer) As an example, all Temple 
taxes and other monetary transactions on Temple 
grounds had to be done with Tyrian Shekels. The 
Ancient Phoenician city of Tyre minted the most reliably 
accurate coin in the empire.  
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The Tyrian Shekel was widely revered for both its purity 
of silver and its precise weight. The Priestly cast in 
Jerusalem had long established it as the purest form of 
money… That makes sense, except for the fact that 
the image on the coin was of the patron god of Tyre. 
They called him Melqart. Simply meaning the King of 
their city. His name was Ba’al. The Bible calls him 
Satan… Legalistic, religiosity is all about subjectivity 
and contradictions. 
 
Well, in 19 B.C., Rome shut down the mint at Tyre for 
political reasons. It’s complicated, but suffice it to say 
that empires tightly regulated the minting of coins 
within their empire. Minting without meticulously 
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following the precise authorization of the Emperor was, 
in essence, a declaration of war against him.  

 
In fact, one of the very first things the Jews did after 
revolting against Rome in 66 A.D. was mint their own 
coins. 
 
The coins minted elsewhere after 19 B.C. were inferior 
in both their purity and in the accurate quantity of silver 
contained. Using less silver content was a way for 
mints to increase their profits. Such imperfect coins 
would not suffice for official Jewish religious purposes.  
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The story goes that King Herod the Great, convinced 
Caesar Augustus to allow the Jews to reproduce the 
Tyrian Shekel. Augustus agreed, but required that the 
coin be an unchanged replica. For about 85 years this 
was the coin - now minted in Jerusalem. 
 
Three quick crazy things here. 1) The Jewish religious 
leaders themselves produced Tyrian coins for exclusive 
use in the Temple to honor and serve Almighty God 
complete with the image and inscription of the Tyrian 
patron god Ba’al… Satan. 2) The Jewish elite of Jesus’ 
day had a monopoly on the production of those coins. 
They profited immensely from their manufacture and 
exchange fees. 3) Thirty of those silver coins were paid 
to Judas Iscariot for betraying God’s Messiah, Jesus. 
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Again, while the original reason for changing all other 
forms of money into Tyrian Shekels may have been for 
the purity and accuracy of the silver content, in spite of 
the image and inscription. By the time Jesus showed 
up at the Temple, it was all about profiting the elite 
Jews who were manufacturing the coins, at the 
expense of the poor Jews who had no choice but to 
pay an exchange fee in order to obtain them. 
 

 
Jesus put a stop to all transactions in the Temple court, 
but it is specifically mentioned that He “Overturned the 
tables of the money changers.” What’s the other 
specific action? Jesus “Overturned… the seats of those 
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who were selling doves.” Only the poorest Jews were 
in the dove market. Based on everything we know; the 
doves were no doubt overpriced. 
 
The whole incident seems geared towards Jesus being 
angry about the mistreatment of the poorer classes to 
further enrich the wealthier classes. While taking 
advantage of others is an obvious sin… Contrary to 
popular opinion, that’s not what this is about. 
 
As Jesus put a stop to the market, He simultaneously 
put a stop to the sacrificial system… He disrupted the 
bustling activity of the Temple entirely. 
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In doing so, He quoted Isaiah 56:7. That chapter starts 
out with God demanding that the Jews “Preserve 
justice and do righteousness.” God goes on to say that, 
“My Salvation and righteousness” is about to come and 
when it does everyone who has ever been excluded 
will be received if they embrace that Salvation. In verse 
7 God says that He will gather together all peoples who 
will genuinely be His… Then their “Sacrifice will be 
acceptable.” 
 
The second part of what Jesus said is a quote from 
Jeremiah 7:11. There God says through the prophet 
that if anyone would enter the gates of the Temple let 
them “Worship the Lord.” God tells the Jews to 
“Amend” their ways. They “Must not oppress the alien, 
the widow, the orphan.” Let’s pick up the action in 
verse 9. “You steal. You murder. You commit adultery. 
You lie when you swear on oath. You sacrifice to the 
god Ba’al… Then you come and stand in my presence 
in this temple that I have claimed as my own and say, 
“We are saved!” You think you are so secure that you 
go on doing all those hateful sins! Do you think this 
temple I have claimed as my own is to be a robbers’ 
den? You had better take note! I have seen for myself 
what you have done! says the Lord” (Jeremiah 7:9-11). 
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Both passages are about a call to genuine worship - a 
call to repentance. God is complaining about the 
inconsistency always present in legalistic religiosity. 
People behaving like the Devil, but thinking that their 
ceremonial activity of jumping through holy hoops 
saves them. 
 
Nothing has changed. The Jews, long before Jesus 
arrived on the scene, and during His visit, and ever 
since, have assumed that because of their lineage and 
ritual practice, they can lie, cheat and steal… And 
suffer no ill effect. Essentially, that it’s okay to live a 
double life. The life that is entirely selfish and self-
serving and then, the religious life once in a while, to 
blind God to the former. As though God has no idea 
what goes on outside of the Temple. 
 
My friends, aren’t we the same? Don’t the vast majority 
of so-called Christians live fully for themselves… lead 
lives dedicated to self-interest… conduct their activity 
however they wish, but then think that a little prayer 
here, a little church attendance there, a little money 
given away, and God turns a blind eye on the rest? 
 
Jesus wasn’t condemning the Jewish elite, the 
moneychangers, the dove sellers, and the other 
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merchants… Any more than He was condemning the 
people buying and exchanging in order to perform a 
religious duty that they thought would absolve them of 
living lives counter to God’s wishes the rest of the time. 
This was an indictment against the whole insane thing 
where people worship God with their lips, but their 
hearts are far away from Him (Isaiah 29:13, Matthew 
15:8). God judges the heart (Jeremiah 11:20), not the 
religious activity. 
 
Jesus’ actions that day in the Temple was another 
fulfillment of multiple prophecies and it served as a 
declaration to the people to repent, or be judged. 
 
It then goes to Malachi. The Book opens with God 
declaring that the offerings and sacrifices of the people 
is hypocritical, and that God is neither deceived, nor 
amused. He talks about ritual done to fill the square - 
meeting the minimum to check the box and then says 
in chapter 1, verses 9-11, “Now plead with God to be 
gracious to us. With such offerings from your hands, 
will he accept you?”—says the Lord Almighty. Oh, that 
one of you would shut the temple doors, so that you 
would not light useless fires on my altar! I am not 
pleased with you,” says the Lord Almighty, “and I will 
accept no offering from your hands. My name will be 
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great among the nations, from where the sun rises to 
where it sets. In every place incense and pure offerings 
will be brought to me, because my name will be great 
among the nations,” says the Lord Almighty. 
  
We follow that with Hosea 9. There, God again, is 
rebuking His people for their two-faced lives. For 
ignoring Him through most of their time and then doing 
some minor ritual and thinking it’s all good. Dropping 
down to verse 15, God said concerning Israel, 
“Because of their sinful deeds, I will drive them out of 
My Temple.” 
 
And finally, with Zechariah 14:21. When the Kingdom 
of Heaven arrives, there will not be a trader, or 
merchant, in the Temple. The word used there for 
trader, or merchant, is also the word to describe a 
Tyrian, or any of their Phoenician cousins called in the 
Old Testament Canaanites. 
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Everything Jesus did during Passion Week… From the 
donkey, to the Resurrection, in fact, everything He did 
in His entire earthly ministry, declares the same thing. 
Genuine repentance, or by implication and by explicit 
rebuke… Fiery Judgment. 
 
People often think that Jesus’ ministry changed once 
He got to Jerusalem… It didn’t. The mission, and so, 
the ministry, was always the same. John the Baptist 
prepared the way for the Lord in fulfillment of ancient 
prophecy. What was his consistent call? “Repent for 
the Kingdom of Heaven is near.”  
 
It was precisely what Jesus declared throughout His 
ministry of prophetic fulfillment… “Repent.” 
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What does it mean? Only when the Holy Spirit gets 
ahold of a person’s heart can they recognize the most 
important Truth there is... The two-pronged Truth that 
all else pales in comparison to the necessity to honor, 
love, serve God… And that no human can ever do that. 
 
A person must get both Divine concepts. I must love 
God and I cannot. Such a person is driven to only one 
conclusion… God will have to enable me. 
 
Such a person then humbly surrenders to God and 
pleads for His righteousness to be applied to them and 
then when it is, such a person is overwhelmed with 
gratitude. 
 
I will tell you categorically, that if you are not so humbly 
grateful for the Blood of Jesus applied to your life that 
you are not constantly praying for Him to conform you 
to Christ… You do not get it.  
 
You might think that you’re there… Let’s test that. 
Jesus in the fifth stanza of the prayer, that He taught us 
to pray daily, has given us a nice way to gauge our 
humble gratitude. Forgive those who have trespassed 
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against you in the same way and to the same degree 
that God has forgiven you. 
 
If you’re not a tremendously forgiving person, you don’t 
feel tremendously forgiven… Which means… You don’t 
get it. Not enough anyway. So, what the solution? 
Plead for the Lord to make your own forgiveness real 
to you. What that means is pray that God would open 
your mind to the two-pronged Truth we talked about. 
 
Imagine being so wise that you actually are so grateful 
for Salvation, that you grant forgiveness to others. That 
is impossible, so long as we think that we are basically, 
or relatively good. The standard for goodness is not 
human - it’s perfect. 
 
If on a perfect scale, I believe that there’s anything 
good in me, I’m not that humble. What God has given 
me is not that monumental, therefore I am not that 
gracious to others. 
 
It’s the very same problem the Jews had. Okay, back in 
the Temple. This is a big production. Jesus has 
captivated everyone in the entire Temple area… Each 
responded based upon their own understanding and 
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need. “The blind and the lame came to Him” for 
healing. “He healed them.” 
 

 
“The children who were shouting in the temple, 
“Hosanna to the Son of David.”  
Remember that “Hosanna,” refers to the Messianic 
prophecy about the coming of the Lord and the 
establishment of the Kingdom of God on earth. 
 
That along with the Title, “Son of David,” is 
unmistakably identifying Jesus as the Anointed One of 
God - the Christ. 
 
Well the “Chief priests and the scribes,” reacted in a 
different way. They were no doubt furious about the 
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disruption to the sacrificial system. They were no doubt 
concerned about people being healed. They were no 
doubt offended by the shouts of the children. Perhaps 
most of all, they were indignant that Jesus was doing 
these things in the Temple and failing to put a stop to 
the spectacle, especially of the children’s proclamation. 
 
Matthew wrote that they “Saw the wonderful things that 
He had done.” “Wonderful things,” is θαυμάσιος (thow-
mä-sē-ŏs), a hapax legomenon in the New Testament. 
It occurs only here, but was used in the Greek 
translation of the Old Testament for the 10 Plagues of 
Egypt. The final, greatest “Wonder” that God performed 
was the Angel of Death taking all of the firstborn sons. 
The Angel “Passed over” the households with the blood 
of a lamb on them. In that act we see both judgment 
against God’s enemies and deliverance for His 
children. 
 
This was the celebration of that Passover and the final 
and perfect Lamb was about to be sacrificed. It’s no 
coincidence that Matthew chose that word. 
 
The “Chief Priests,” enter the narrative. Jesus has 
been in conflict with all sorts of Jewish leaders, but has 
now directly offended the top tier. 
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They ask Him if He has heard what the children are 
shouting. It is a rhetorical question… Of course, He’s 
heard them. The real question is why didn’t You put a 
stop to it? 
 
Jesus’ response is far more shocking than it seems. 
His quotation here was enough to get Him killed. It 
doesn’t seem too extreme at first blush, but let’s look at 
what’s really going on. 
 
Jesus quoted Psalm 8. It starts with “O Lord, our Lord 
How majestic is Your name in all the earth.” Just like 
our song by that name. The word “Majestic” is another 
use of the Hapax Legomenon θαυμάσιος, or 
“Wonderful” that we discussed. The Psalm goes on to 
say, “You reveal your majesty in the heavens above! 
From the mouths of children and nursing babies you 
have ordained praise.” The point? The praise is praise 
for Almighty God Himself. It was always reserved for 
God alone… Can you see the significance? 
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When people tell me that Jesus never claimed to be 
God, it confirms for me that they don’t have a clue. 


