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Chapters 24&25 go together as a unit, and virtually no one, over nearly 20 centuries, 
has agreed on the meaning. That should tell us a lot. Any attempt to decipher the exact 
timeline and sequence of events is a fool’s errand. 
 

How can that be? It’s because we ask the wrong questions and seek the 
wrong answers. 

 
 
 
 
There are basically 5 major schools of thought and within each of those interpretive 
models, there are an uncountable variety of specific schemes. 
 

It seems like we should simply say “God Wins!” and move on, but in 
addition to some great information here, God wants us to dwell on the fact 
that He Wins. 
 

 

Fill out the other side, detach this part of the page, and place it in the 
offering plate or the prayer/suggestion box in the lobby or with an Elder or 

Deacon of the church. 
 

God Bless You! 
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The reason Christians developed different ways to interpret is because time passed.  
 

Take the Rapture, as a small part of the whole, for example. “Rapture” is 

from the Latin word rapiō, (ȑä-pē-ō), translating the Greek word ἁρπάζω 

(häȑ-pä-dzō) (I Thessalonians 4:17). 
 

When?  
 

Dispensationalism breaks down human history into 7 dispensations 
wherein God deals with mankind differently. 

 
Such sweeping ideas are the product of Systematic Theology.  

 
 
 
 
If the Rapture could happen at any moment, then we need to always be ready to meet 
Jesus. But if we understand that we could die at any moment, then we need to always 
be ready anyway. 
 
 
 
 
If the Rapture happens after the Tribulation, then we need to be ready to keep the faith 
through extreme suffering. But if we recognize that in normal life, we are susceptible to 
extreme suffering, we need to be ready to endure anyway. 
 
 
 
 
Please don’t lose sight of the forest for the trees… Never let differences of opinion on 
the details of Theology divide the church. We prove that we are in Christ, not by 
separating from others who see the details differently, but by staying unified with them 
in the grace of agreeing to disagree about those non-salvific details. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Write a brief note – detach and place in the offering, or the prayer box, or give it to a Deacon/Elder 

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Name ____________________________ Address ______________________________________________ 
 

Phone ______________________ Email ______________________________________________________ 
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Alêtheia ~ Matthew 24c ~ 122720 
“Don’t Major in the Minors” 
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Last week, we got an overview of the first few verses of 
chapter 24, but more than that we looked at the “Big 
Picture,” of Biblical apocalyptic prophecy. If you missed 
it, “God Wins!” 
 
Because God has revealed to us the end, we know that 
this life is difficult, it’s going to get worse, then Jesus 
will return and set all things right. Evil will no longer 
exist and those in Christ will live forever with Him in 
unspeakable joy and incomprehensible peace. 
 
Because God has revealed to us the end, we know that 
He wins and that we win in Him. Therefore, we have 
nothing to fear. Being fearless people of faith and love; 
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we cannot be led astray… Are you a fearless person of 
faith and love? 
 
Chapters 24 and 25 go together as a unit and are two 
of the most difficult chapters in the Bible. Virtually no 
one agrees on the meaning today, nor has anyone 
agreed over the last 20 centuries. That should tell us a 
lot in and of itself. Any attempt to decipher the exact 
timeline and sequence of events is a fool’s errand. 
That’s monumentally disappointing. But, as I said last 
week, the reason we can’t figure it out is because we 
ask the wrong questions and seek the wrong answers. 
 
There are basically 5 major schools of thought and 
within each of those interpretive models there are an 
uncountable variety of specific schemes. If you’re 
counting that is a lot of different ideas on what Jesus 
was talking about. 
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It seems like we should simply say “God Wins!” and 
move on to chapter 26. Not so fast. There are plenty of 
useful things we can know with certainty and the 
reason this line of discourse goes on for two chapters 
is because God wants His people thinking about these 
things… Let’s do that. Let’s spend some time going 
through it and as a consequence let’s be reminded 
over and over that “God Wins!” 
 
The first thing to know is that everyone listening to 
Jesus that day - remember, it was His “Disciples… 
Privately” (verse 3), and then everyone who read, or 
more typically heard these words from the Word, all 
understood it in a certain way. 
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What I’m saying is that for the first hundred and fifty 
years or so, everyone agreed about what Jesus meant. 
I’m not saying that they understood what it meant. As I 
said no one has ever agreed on that, but in the early 
days, everyone approached the information in the 
same way. They all used the same methodologies and 
hermeneutical principles to try to discern the Message. 
It was a simple, straightforward, physical reality, future 
unfolding of actual events. 
 
It is to take God’s Word as literal in the sense of taking 
the Message as actual, or real, but not necessarily 
literal, in the full sense of the word. “A camel passing 
through the eye of a needle” (Matthew 19:24) is a 
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figurative way for saying it is impossible. When we 
insist on a completely literal sense to everything it 
forces us to come up with all sorts of questionable 
beliefs… 
 
The eye of the needle was a tiny gate and you had to 
unload your camel, or get off your camel, to pass. It 
makes the meaning literal and changes it to something 
that requires effort or humbleness, but not something 
impossible. 
 
Not only is there no real proof that any such gate 
existed, but it also changes the plain meaning of what 
Jesus was teaching. Jesus was saying that it was 
impossible for a “Rich man” to enter Heaven. That is 
confirmed when just two verses later Jesus plainly 
said, “With people this is impossible.” He went on to 
say, “But with God all things are possible.” God saves, 
period. God save through Christ Jesus our Lord in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Man cannot do anything no 
matter how much effort he expends, or how humble 
she becomes… 
 
It takes God to make a way. Please stop changing the 
meaning of Jesus’ words by trying to make everything 
He said literally literal. On the other hand, take 
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everything in the Bible seriously by taking it as God 
intended. Let discourse, be discourse; command, be 
command; teaching, be teaching; and metaphor, be 
metaphor. 
 
The only reason Christians came up with the other 
major methodologies and interpretive models was 
because of time. The simple passage of time has 
fostered all the different ways to interpret Jesus’ 
Message here. This 2,000-year-long delay in the 
Second Coming, and the many ways in which Jesus’ 
revelation has occurred and seemingly reoccurred has 
caused people over the centuries to reevaluate what it 
all means. 
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Today, it is so incredibly difficult to get a good bead on 
it, because we have all sorts of crackpots adding their 
crazy ideas and we have the majority of scholars who 
don’t believe that Jesus ever said these words or that 
Matthew ever wrote them… The general consensus 
among the eggheads is that this is the product of the 
church some 100, or even 200, years after Jesus. 
 
Please ignore the crackpots - the Mark of the Beast is 
not the barcodes, credit cards or even microchips, or 
masks. And please disregard the conclusions of 
faithless Academics. Goobers who do not believe in 
anything supernatural… Get that… These are people 
who study the Bible, but don’t believe that God ever 
intervenes in our physical reality. Please realize, that 
means Jesus could not have been God among us. 
Why listen? Mostly because people read things without 
vetting the author. 
 
Understanding the bias of certain people and the 
history of ideas is so important… It certainly isn’t 
everything, but it can be a valuable tool in assessing 
the validity of those ideas. Let me talk about something 
that I have alluded to a couple of times recently and 
plays a part in this section of Matthew. 
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The Rapture. Ah, the Rapture. Talk about something 
where no one agrees! First, it is true that the word 
“Rapture,” does not occur in the Bible. Check it out if 
you don’t believe me. Nowhere is the word “Rapture” to 
be found. Some people make a big deal about that. It’s 
a really dumb point. 
 
Rapture, along with our word raptor, as in a bird of 
prey, and another English word beginning with the first 
three letters, all come from the Latin word rapiō, (ȑä-pē-
ō), It means to seize, steal, pillage, plunder, drag off, 
snatch, carry off, and to firmly, positively, take 
possession of someone, or something. 
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In the Latin Bible, the Greek word ἁρπάζω (häȑ-pä-
dzō), is translated with rapiō. The Harpy Eagle is the 
largest eagle on earth. There are 16 occurrences, but 
only one that is specifically about what we call the 
Rapture. In I Thessalonians 4:17, Paul tells us, “Then 
we who are alive and remain will be caught up together 
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and 
so we shall always be with the Lord.” 
 
“Caught up,” is the English translation of ἁρπάζω. It is 
from the Latin translation that we get our technical term 
“Rapture.” While the word Rapture doesn’t appear, it’s 
merely a technicality, because the concept certainly 
does appear. 
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In fact, what I will tell you, and what every reasonable 
Bible scholar and pastor will agree with, is there will be 
a rapture. You cannot believe in the Bible as God’s 
Word, if you do not accept the Biblical fact that at some 
point, still future, those Christians who are living on 
earth will be “Caught up,” or “Raptured,” together with 
all those Christians who have already died at that point 
to meet Jesus in the clouds to forever be with the Lord. 
That is a certainty. 
 
When, on our calendar, and at what juncture, in the 
sweep of events, will the “Rapture” take place? That’s 
the part we can’t figure out from Scripture. God 
honoring Christian scholars who have dedicated their 
lives investigating this issue cannot agree on the when 
of it. Of course, that doesn’t stop most folks. 
 
Nearly everyone has their opinion on how it will all 
unfold, of course they don’t see it as an opinion - we 
know that.  
 
It’s actually quite arrogant to think that you have it right 
and millions of other Christians have it wrong, unless of 
course, you really are better, wiser, and Godlier, than 
everyone else - then by all means enlighten me. 
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There is a boatload of options - not just the two, or 
three, that most people have heard about. If you take 
the Bible seriously, then the Rapture is a real event 
where actual living Christians are “Caught up” to meet 
Jesus. The only question then, is when in relation to 
the “Tribulation.” Before it starts, sometime during - 
typically the middle, or at the end… When? 
 
From Scripture, it is impossible to determine - it 
depends on the interpretation of some key concepts. A 
Rapture sometime during the Tribulation, as I say, 
typically figured at the mid-point, is merely an attempt 
to blend the pre- and post-ideas and fails miserably 
because it has all the pitfalls and problems of both. 
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The primary belief of the entire Christian community for 
over 1,800 years was post-tribulation. Practically no 
one even thought of a Pretribulation Rapture until a 
dude named John Darby. He was an Anglican Priest in 
Ireland, but came to reject the idea of the clergy and, 
with help, founded the Plymouth Brethren in about 
1825. Incidentally, without paid, professional clergy, his 
new denomination quickly evolved into the cult it is 
today. 
 
Darby began systematizing his new independent 
theology and eventually came up with 
Dispensationalism and along with it, a Pretribulation 
Rapture of Christians. 
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Dispensationalism is a concept where the entire sweep 
of human history is broken into 7 different 
dispensations or 7 different periods wherein God dealt 
differently with mankind. In a nutshell, to be close to 
God requires a different approach depending upon 
which dispensation you’re living in. As an example, if 
you lived in the time during Jesus’ life, you had to 
approach God as a Jew, so conversion was necessary, 
if you were born a Gentile. Once a Jew, you had to 
meticulously obey the 613 Old Testament Laws and 
make use of the sacrificial system at the Temple in 
order to be right with God. 
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A Pretribulation Rapture simply means that Jesus will 
return to earth part way and pull all Christians dead 
first, and alive second to Himself in the sky and then 
depart for 7 years. We are living in the Dispensation of 
Grace that goes from the Cross until the Rapture. It is 
also called the Church Age. 
 
Because people like labels, and they like to box in their 
opponents, we generally have only two options as 
Christians. We’re either Dispensational, or we’re 
Covenantal. Well, that’s ridiculous! We, in this church, 
and there are many like us, are Biblical Christians. We 
will not be defined by a scheme derived from 
Systematic Theology. 
 
We will rely upon the Holy Spirit to guide us in 
understanding the Word. We will recognize the 
Sovereignty of God where that is Biblical, and we will 
recognize the responsibility of the person where that is 
Biblical. We will be Covenantal where that is Biblical, 
and we will be Dispensational where that is Biblical. 
We will not be corralled into a man-made system - we 
will follow Jesus by following His Word wherever it 
takes us. 
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In honesty, it’s all quite complicated and we discuss 
such things periodically, but please understand why, 
when we are simply going through a passage of the 
Bible in context, we don’t plainly see these concepts. 
Please understand why, even going through the Book 
of Revelation in context, that we don’t encounter such 
complexities. 
 

 
Such sweeping ideas are the product of, as I said, 
Systematic Theology. It is to the scholar, what a topical 
sermon is to a preacher. It is to take a subject, like sin, 
or like salvation, and then glean everything the Bible 
says about it and try to put it all together 
comprehensively. 
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The problem is that the scholars don’t come to the 
same conclusions. While a certain amount of 
systematizing is necessary for understanding, when we 
go too far, we go too far. The Bible wasn’t designed to 
be gleaned for every tidbit concerning a specific topic, 
it was designed to be read in context. 
 
Again, I partly fault the chapter and verse divisions that 
no one in ancient Judaism or early Christianity had to 
deal with. Once I put in these artificial divisions in what 
was originally a cohesive whole, I get the idea that I 
can pluck out certain bits to fit my scheme, whether 
Systematic Theology, or a topical sermon. 
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Anyway, back to the Rapture. The bottom line is that 
Darby, remember him, Darby was such a zealot about 
his beliefs that he ended up disfellowshipping with 
practically everyone… His followers today are the 
Exclusive Brethren. 
 
None of Darby’s ideas got nearly as much traction in 
Britain, or Europe, as they did in America. Americans, 
by and large, rejected his ideas on church organization, 
but his dispensational theory along with the 
Pretribulation Rapture were extremely well received 
here. 
 
An American guy named C.I. Scofield was living in 
Tennessee at the outbreak of the Civil War and enlisted 
in the Confederate Army. After a year or so, he was 
discharged, but was later re-conscripted when the 
South grew desperate as they were losing the war. 
Scofield promptly deserted and escaped to the North. 
He was able to avoid further service. He went on to be 
a Lawyer, corrupt politician, and alcoholic. He became 
a Christian in 1879. Thirty years later, in 1909, he 
published the Scofield Reference Bible. 
 
It was a huge hit in America. Because of the enormous 
popularity of his study Bible, Dispensationalism grew 
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exponentially. Then about 70 years after that, in 1978, 
the Ryrie Study Bible was released with extensive 
extra-Biblical explanations further promoting 
dispensational premillennialism among American 
Christians. 
 

 
As such, it has dramatically influenced Christianity in 
America. Most Evangelical/Fundamentalist Christians 
are Dispensational, holding to an end of the world 
doctrine mirroring that of the “Left Behind” series of 
books. If you read the books by Tim LaHaye, or saw 
the movies based on them, and agreed with what was 
presented, congratulations, you are a dispensational 
Pretriber. 
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I’m not saying that the Pretribulation Rapture is 
incorrect, I’m just skeptical of a scheme that was widely 
accepted by Christians for the first time slightly over a 
hundred years ago, and that nearly all of those doing 
so, were Americans. 
 
Avoiding pain, suffering and hardship has become a 
key identifier of American culture. 
 

 
The very moment some negative thing happens we 
seek instant relief. We have a headache and 
immediately reach for drugs. We have high blood 
pressure and instead of changing our lifestyle, we take 
the pill. We have high cholesterol and instead of 
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changing our diet, we take the pill. We have type 2 
diabetes and instead of more exercise, we take the pill. 
We have extramarital desires and instead of employing 
self-control, we take the pill. We have sore muscles 
and we’re off to the massage therapist. We get a sniffle 
and we’re off to see the herbologist. We get hangnail 
and we’re off to see a specialist. 
 
Americans will spend well over 4 Trillion dollars on 
health this year. That like $12,000 per person per year 
and it is estimated to be 6 Trillion by 2027. 
 
Yet, we’re not healthy. When you take the 11 highest 
income countries in the world, America outspends them 
all by a huge margin - nearly twice as much as a share 
of the national economy and yet, we have the lowest 
life expectancy and the highest suicide rate. We have 
the highest chronic disease burden and an obesity rate 
that is two times higher than the average among the 11 
nations. Compared to those nations, the U.S. has 
among the highest number of hospitalizations from 
preventable causes and the highest rate of avoidable 
deaths. 
 
The conclusion that I draw, is that we are so opposed 
to discomfort in America that we have no problem 
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spending tons of money to fix the issue, but are not 
willing to do the hard things that will keep us healthy. 
 
My point is that getting out of the world before things 
get too bad resonates with modern Americans. So, yes, 
I’m skeptical, but that does not mean I think it’s wrong 
and a Post-tribulation Rapture is right… So why 
haven’t I got it all worked out? It’s because I think it’s 
distracting and divisive. 
 

 
If the Rapture could happen at any moment, then we 
need to always be ready to meet Jesus. But I already 
understand that I could die in an instant, so I need to 
always be ready anyway. If the Rapture happens after 
the Tribulation, then we need to be ready to keep the 
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faith through extreme suffering. But I already live in a 
world where extreme suffering takes place daily. It’s all 
around us and we need not look far. For the individual 
in a fiery crash, or the victim of violent crime, or the 
patient in hospice… It’s already the Tribulation and so I 
know I must also, simultaneous to my readiness to 
leave, be ready to stay and endure. 
 
At the end of the day, it makes no difference what God 
has in store for me, because I know that eventually I 
win in Him. 
 
Theology is interesting and I love to discuss it, but 
please don’t lose sight of the forest for the trees… 
Keep the big picture. Focus your energy on being a 
Christ-like Follower of your namesake and everything 
will work out for the Good.  
 
With all of that said, I hope you can see in that small 
part, we call the Rapture, that we need to stay focused 
on Jesus and through Him our love for each other. 
Never let differences of opinion on the details of 
Theology divide the church. Remember, my friends the 
point. God wins and we win in Him. 
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So, the original audience of Disciples and the audience 
of Christians within about 150 years of the event, saw it 
a certain way. I think our best interpretation is their 
interpretation. They were in the best position to know 
what Jesus meant and Jesus certainly was talking to 
them… It must be, at the very least, our starting point. 
 
Since that is true, we should start just the same way 
they did… By hearing the entire thing in context…  
 
From the children’s Bible for easy flow and 
understanding… Matthew 24:4–25:46, 

 
4Jesus answered, “Keep watch! Be careful that no one 
fools you. 5Many will come in my name. They will 
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claim, ‘I am the Christ!’ They will fool many people. 
6“You will hear about wars. You will also hear people 
talking about future wars. Don’t be alarmed. Those 
things must happen. But the end still isn’t here. 7Nation 
will fight against nation. Kingdom will fight against 
kingdom. People will go hungry. There will be 
earthquakes in many places. 8All these are the 
beginning of birth pains.  
 
9“Then people will hand you over to be treated badly 
and killed. All nations will hate you because of me. 
10At that time, many will turn away from their faith. 
They will hate each other. They will hand each other 
over to their enemies. 11Many false prophets will 
appear. They will fool many people. 12Because evil will 
grow, most people’s love will grow cold. 13But the one 
who stands firm to the end will be saved. 14This good 
news of the kingdom will be preached in the whole 
world. It will be a witness to all nations. Then the end 
will come. 
 
15“The prophet Daniel spoke about ‘the hated thing 
that destroys.’ Someday you will see it standing in the 
holy place. The reader should understand this. 16Then 
those who are in Judea should escape to the 
mountains. 17No one on the roof should go down into 
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his house to take anything out. 18No one in the field 
should go back to get his coat. 19How awful it will be in 
those days for pregnant women! How awful for nursing 
mothers! 20Pray that you will not have to escape in 
winter or on the Sabbath day. 21There will be terrible 
suffering in those days. It will be worse than any other 
from the beginning of the world until now. And there will 
never be anything like it again. 22If the time had not 
been cut short, no one would live. But because of 
God’s chosen people, it will be shortened. 23“At that 
time someone may say to you, ‘Look! Here is the 
Christ!’ Or, ‘There he is!’ Do not believe it. 24False 
Christs and false prophets will appear. They will do 
great signs and miracles. They will try to fool God’s 
chosen people if possible. 25See, I have told you 
ahead of time. 26“So if anyone tells you, ‘He is far out 
in the desert,’ do not go out there. Or if anyone says, 
‘He is deep inside the house,’ do not believe it. 
27Lightning that comes from the east can be seen in 
the west. It will be the same when the Son of Man 
comes. 28The vultures will gather wherever there is a 
dead body. 
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29“Right after the terrible suffering of those days, “ ‘The 
sun will be darkened. The moon will not shine. The 
stars will fall from the sky. The heavenly bodies will be 
shaken.’ 30“At that time the sign of the Son of Man will 
appear in the sky. All the nations on earth will be sad. 
They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of 
the sky. He will come with power and great glory. 31He 
will send his angels with a loud trumpet call. They will 
gather his chosen people from all four directions. They 
will bring them from one end of the heavens to the 
other. 
 
32“Learn a lesson from the fig tree. As soon as its 
twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know 
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that summer is near. 33In the same way, when you see 
all those things happening, you know that the end is 
near. It is right at the door. 34What I’m about to tell you 
is true. The people living at that time will certainly not 
pass away until all those things have happened. 
35Heaven and earth will pass away. But my words will 
never pass away. 
 
36“No one knows about that day or hour. Not even the 
angels in heaven know. The Son does not know. Only 
the Father knows. 37“Remember how it was in the 
days of Noah. It will be the same when the Son of Man 
comes. 38“In the days before the flood, people were 
eating and drinking. They were getting married. They 
were giving their daughters to be married. They did all 
those things right up to the day Noah entered the ark. 
39They knew nothing about what would happen until 
the flood came and took them all away. That is how it 
will be when the Son of Man comes. 40“Two men will 
be in the field. One will be taken and the other left. 
41Two women will be grinding with a hand mill. One 
will be taken and the other left. 
 
42“So keep watch. You do not know on what day your 
Lord will come. 43You must understand something. 
Suppose the owner of the house knew what time of 
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night the robber was coming. Then he would have kept 
watch. He would not have let his house be broken into. 
44So you also must be ready. The Son of Man will 
come at an hour when you don’t expect him. 
 
45“Suppose a master puts one of his servants in 
charge of the other servants in his house. The 
servant’s job is to give them their food at the right time. 
The master wants a faithful and wise servant for this. 
46It will be good for the servant if the master finds him 
doing his job when the master returns. 47What I’m 
about to tell you is true. The master will put that servant 
in charge of everything he owns. 48“But suppose that 
servant is evil. Suppose he says to himself, ‘My master 
is staying away a long time.’ 49Suppose he begins to 
beat the other servants. And suppose he eats and 
drinks with those who drink too much. 50The master of 
that servant will come back on a day the servant 
doesn’t expect him. He will return at an hour the 
servant does not know. 51Then the master will cut him 
to pieces. He will send him to the place where 
pretenders go. There people will sob and grind their 
teeth. 
 
1“Here is what the kingdom of heaven will be like at 
that time. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went 
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out to meet the groom. 2Five of them were foolish. Five 
were wise. 3The foolish ones took their lamps but 
didn’t take any olive oil with them. 4The wise ones took 
oil in jars along with their lamps. 5The groom did not 
come for a long time. So the bridesmaids all grew tired 
and fell asleep. 6“At midnight someone cried out, 
‘Here’s the groom! Come out to meet him!’ 7“Then all 
the bridesmaids woke up and got their lamps ready. 
8The foolish ones said to the wise ones, ‘Give us some 
of your oil. Our lamps are going out.’ 9“ ‘No,’ they 
replied. ‘There may not be enough for all of us. Instead, 
go to those who sell oil. Buy some for yourselves.’ 
10“So they went to buy the oil. But while they were on 
their way, the groom arrived. The bridesmaids who 
were ready went in with him to the wedding dinner. 
Then the door was shut. 11“Later, the other 
bridesmaids also came. ‘Sir! Sir!’ they said. ‘Open the 
door for us!’ 12“But he replied, ‘What I’m about to tell 
you is true. I don’t know you.’ 13“So keep watch. You 
do not know the day or the hour that the groom will 
come. 
 
14“Again, here is what the kingdom of heaven will be 
like. A man was going on a journey. He sent for his 
servants and put them in charge of his property. 15He 
gave $10,000 to one. He gave $4,000 to another. And 
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he gave $2,000 to the third. The man gave each 
servant the amount of money he knew the servant 
could take care of. Then he went on his journey. 
16“The servant who had received the $10,000 went at 
once and put his money to work. He earned $10,000 
more. 17The one with the $4,000 earned $4,000 more. 
18But the man who had received $2,000 went and dug 
a hole in the ground. He hid his master’s money in it. 
 
19“After a long time the master of those servants 
returned. He wanted to collect all the money they had 
earned. 20The man who had received $10,000 brought 
the other $10,000. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you trusted me 
with $10,000. See, I have earned $10,000 more.’ 
21“His master replied, ‘You have done well, good and 
faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few 
things. I will put you in charge of many things. Come 
and share your master’s happiness!’ 
 
22“The man with $4,000 also came. ‘Master,’ he said, 
‘you trusted me with $4,000. See, I have earned 
$4,000 more.’ 23“His master replied, ‘You have done 
well, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful 
with a few things. I will put you in charge of many 
things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’ 
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24“Then the man who had received $2,000 came. 
‘Master,’ he said, ‘I knew that you are a hard man. You 
harvest where you have not planted. You gather crops 
where you have not scattered seed. 25So I was afraid. 
I went out and hid your $2,000 in the ground. See, here 
is what belongs to you.’ 
 
26“His master replied, ‘You evil, lazy servant! So you 
knew that I harvest where I have not planted? You 
knew that I gather crops where I have not scattered 
seed? 27Well then, you should have put my money in 
the bank. When I returned, I would have received it 
back with interest.’ 28“Then his master commanded the 
other servants, ‘Take the $2,000 from him. Give it to 
the one who has $20,000. 
 
29Everyone who has will be given more. He will have 
more than enough. And what about anyone who 
doesn’t have? Even what he has will be taken away 
from him. 30Throw that worthless servant outside. 
There in the darkness, people will sob and grind their 
teeth.’ 
 
31“The Son of Man will come in all his glory. All the 
angels will come with him. Then he will sit on his throne 
in the glory of heaven. 32All the nations will be 



35 

 
gathered in front of him. He will separate the people 
into two groups. He will be like a shepherd who 
separates the sheep from the goats. 33He will put the 
sheep to his right and the goats to his left. 
 
34“Then the King will speak to those on his right. He 
will say, ‘My Father has blessed you. Come and take 
what is yours. It is the kingdom prepared for you since 
the world was created. 35I was hungry. And you gave 
me something to eat. I was thirsty. And you gave me 
something to drink. I was a stranger. And you invited 
me in. 36I needed clothes. And you gave them to me. I 
was sick. And you took care of me. I was in prison. And 
you came to visit me.’ 37“Then the people who have 
done what is right will answer him. ‘Lord,’ they will ask, 
‘when did we see you hungry and feed you? When did 
we see you thirsty and give you something to drink? 
38When did we see you as a stranger and invite you 
in? When did we see you needing clothes and give 
them to you? 39When did we see you sick or in prison 
and go to visit you?’ 40“The King will reply, ‘What I’m 
about to tell you is true. Anything you did for one of the 
least important of these brothers of mine, you did for 
me.’ 
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41“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘You are 
cursed! Go away from me into the fire that burns 
forever. It has been prepared for the devil and his 
angels. 42I was hungry. But you gave me nothing to 
eat. I was thirsty. But you gave me nothing to drink. 43I 
was a stranger. But you did not invite me in. I needed 
clothes. But you did not give me any. I was sick and in 
prison. But you did not take care of me.’ 44“They also 
will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or 
thirsty and not help you? When did we see you as a 
stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison and not 
help you?’ 45“He will reply, ‘What I’m about to tell you 
is true. Anything you didn’t do for one of the least 
important of these, you didn’t do for me.’ 46“Then they 
will go away to be punished forever. But those who 
have done what is right will receive eternal life.” 
 
Please reflect on these things. Get interested in the 
details, because we will go over many of them in the 
coming weeks, but my dear friends, never get bogged 
down in the details… God wins and if you are in Christ 
Jesus, you win too. 
 
We prove that we are in Christ, not by separating from 
others who see the details differently, but by staying 
unified with them in the grace of agreeing to disagree 
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about those details and agreeing to agree on the big 
picture. 
 

 
The Word of Almighty God took upon Himself flesh and 
blood and dwelt among us. We just celebrated His 
Advent, or Arrival. Soon and very soon we will 
celebrate His Second Coming… Stay alert. 


