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1) How often was prophecy understood before it was fulfilled? What makes us think 
we’re any better at deciphering it now? 
 
2) Was John the greatest person of the pre-Christian era? 
 
3) Can a person be a minister of Christ and have personal doubts?  
   
John asked Jesus, “Are You the Expected One, or shall we look for someone else?” It 
was the question on __________________ mind. 
 

Jesus basically asked them, as He asks all people throughout time, what do 
you _______________ - am I the Messiah, or do you need to look elsewhere 
for a Savior that’s a better fit for you? 

 
 
 
 
 
MATTHEW 11:7-10 ~ 7NASBAs these men were going away, Jesus began to speak to 
the crowds about John, “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed 
shaken by the wind? 8“But what did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? 
Those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ palaces! 9“But what did you go out to see? A 



2 
 
prophet? Yes, I tell you, and one who is more than a prophet. 10“This is the one about 
whom it is written, ‘Behold, I send My messenger ahead of You, Who will prepare Your 
way before You.’ 
 
How it impacted John, his disciples, or anyone else, is not _____________, because 
what’s important is Jesus and how you will react to Him.  
 
 
 
 
 
In bringing the question to Jesus, people might well have gotten the idea that John was 
no longer _______________ Jesus. 
 

Jesus explained the situation, by asking the people some rhetorical 
________________.  

 
 
 
 
 
“What do you think” often preceded questions. Jesus used that opening often (Matthew 
17:25, 18:12, 21:28, 22:17, 22:42, 26:66, etc.). The difference in the way we think can 
be seen in our ________________.  
 

Greek and Hebrew are highly inflected and synthetic languages, while 
_____________ is hardly inflected and analytic in structure. 

 
 
 
 
 
Jesus asked if they went to “See a reed shaken by the wind,” or “A man dressed in soft 
clothing.” Many take the two questions, not as rhetoric to drive a point, but as an 
invitation to find some deeper symbolic meaning.  
 

Usually, people make both questions about John.  
 

Sometimes people make both about Herod Antipas.  
 

A few like to take one as referring to John and the other to Herod.  
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Once we go down the road of allegorical interpretation, where’s the end to the 
meanings we can assign?  
 

Every day there is a breeze blowing the countless reeds in Israel. Why make 
a long journey to see what is found ______________?  

 
Every day there are people wearing soft clothing in palaces. Why journey to 
the _________________ to find what is in palaces? 

 
 
 
 
 
Jesus had His audience with Him at this point and so when He stated, “A prophet,” He 
was stating the ______________. Now, because Jesus had the audience with Him, He 
was able to stretch them to see His next point.  
 
 
 
 
 
They all knew that there would be a herald for the Messiah. We already saw John 
described in that role in Matthew 3:3. It is Isaiah 40:3, 3ESVA voice cries: “In the 
wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our 
God.”  
  

The word “Lord,” is _______________. The forerunner will do his job and 
“Then the glory of the Lord will be revealed”  

 
Luke 9:32, Mark 13:26, John 17:5  

 
 
 

Fill out the other side, detach this part of the page, and place it in the 
offering plate or the prayer/suggestion box in the lobby or with an Elder or 
Deacon of the church. 

 
God Bless You! 
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MATTHEW 11:11-15 ~ 11NASB“Truly I say to you, among those born of women there 
has not arisen anyone greater than John the Baptist! Yet the one who is least in the 
kingdom of heaven is greater than he.12“From the days of John the Baptist until now 
the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and violent men take it by force. 13“For all the 
prophets and the Law prophesied until John. 14“And if you are willing to accept it, John 
himself is Elijah who was to come. 15“He who has ears to hear, let him hear.  
 
Jesus was referring to John’s ________________, not to John as a person. 
 

As awesome as it was - it was nothing when _______________ to being 
accepted as a child of God. 

 
Luke 10:20 

 
 
 
 
Verse 12 means that while God is offering peace through His ministers, people attack 
and try to ____________ the Message and the messengers.  
 

John 1:5, 5NASBThe Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
comprehend it.  

 
John 1:5 5ESVThe light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it.  

 
 

 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Check all that apply – detach and place in the offering or the prayer box 
 

_____ I want to talk with the pastor about ___________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want prayer for _________________________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want to volunteer to _____________________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want more information about ______________________________________________ 
 

_____ Other __________________________________________________________________ 
 

Name ______________________ Address _________________________________________ 
 

Phone ______________________ Email ___________________________________________ 
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Alêtheia ~ Matthew 11b ~ 072119 
 

After an entire chapter devoted to Jesus sending out 
the 12 to replicate the ministry He had been doing, 
Jesus went right back to doing the same thing again… 
Much to the chagrin of the people. 
 
We saw last week, that John asked Jesus “Are You the 
Expected One, or shall we look for someone else?” It 
was the question on everyone’s mind. 
 
Jesus answered by pointing out how He was fulfilling 
many Messianic prophecies and in so doing essentially 
threw the ball back into their court.  
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Basically, He asked them, as He asks all people 
throughout time, what do you think - Am I the Messiah, 
or do you need to look elsewhere for a Messiah that’s a 
better fit for you? 
 
Will you accept the Savior for Who He truly is? Will you 
accept the Salvation God provided in the way He 
provided it? 
 
It really does come down to this… What will you do 
with the True Jesus? 
 

Matthew 11:7-10 ~ 7NASBAs these men (that’s John 
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the Baptist’s disciples) were going away, Jesus began 
to speak to the crowds about John, “What did you go 
out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the 
wind? 8“But what did you go out to see? A man 
dressed in soft clothing? Those who wear soft clothing 
are in kings’ palaces! 9“But what did you go out to see? 
A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and one who is more than a 
prophet. 10“This is the one about whom it is written, 
‘Behold, I send My messenger ahead of You, Who will 
prepare Your way before You.’ 
 
We get no indication at all about what John’s disciples 
thought about Jesus’ answer - I doubt that it was 
positive. We get no indication at all about what John’s 
reaction was to their report. 
 
How it impacted John is not important - what’s 
important is Jesus and how you will react to Him.  
 
The Bible always keeps the focus on Jesus. We get 
enough details about others interacting with Him to 
move the narrative along, but trust me, it’s always all 
about Jesus. He is the “Light of the world.” He is the 
only Way; the only Truth and He is the only Life 
generating and sustaining force. “Whoever believes in 
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Him will have eternal life” (John 3:15, 8:12, 14:6). 
That’s what’s important! 
 
In bringing the question to Jesus, people might well 
have gotten the idea that John was no longer on board 
with Jesus, that he denied Him and so either John was 
wrong to point to Jesus during his own ministry or John 
was wrong to doubt now. 
 
Jesus explained the situation, by asking the people 
some rhetorical questions.  
 

The first was general, Jesus asked, “What did you go 
out into the wilderness to see?” That was formulated to 
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get the crowd thinking about what He wanted to 
discuss with them. 
 
Basically, regarding John, why did you, and others, 
make the difficult, multi-day journey of sacrifice, 
deprivation and danger, to go out into the wilderness? 
What was it you were hoping to see - why did you do 
it? 
 

This was the way a good teacher taught in those days. 
Instead of just stating that John was a prophet and 
that’s why people went out to see him, these rhetorical 
questions got the learners involved mentally - got them 
thinking - and got them agreeing with Jesus so that 
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when He got to His eventual point, they would all 
clearly see the logic and reasonableness of it. 
 
The Greek rhetorical style is probably best known to us 
from Aristotle’s peripatetic method. He would walk 
around the Lyceum holding guided discussions where 
much of the learning took place in the form of thinking 
about rhetorical questions that he would pose to his 
disciples… “What do you think” often preceded the 
question. 
 
In the Bible, we see Jesus and others use that same 
opening (Matthew 17:25, 18:12, 21:28, 22:17, 22:42, 
26:66, etc.). This style of learning is called circular - not 
in the sense of a circular argument, but in the sense 
that several topics would be explored by seeing the 
connections between them and circling back around to 
look at it from another angle with different connections 
and then another and another. We see that style very 
obviously in Paul’s Epistles. 
 
That’s part of the reason we have trouble 
understanding Paul’s Letters. We are more used to a 
lecture style teaching with a building block approach. 
We are far more analytical and ordered, generally 
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attacking one topic at a time and then building the next 
topic upon it and so on. 
 
The difference in the fundamental way we think about 
things can be seen in our language. Greek and Hebrew 
are both highly inflected and synthetic languages. 
English is hardly inflected at all and is highly analytic 
rather than synthetic. 
 
By inflected we mean the changes a root word can 
undergo to alter the nuance of its meaning. In English, 
we basically have four ways to modify a verb. I can 
say, teach, teaches, teaching or taught. In each case, 
the root is inflected to change the nuance. 
 
In Greek a single root word may be modified in well 
over 100 different ways to give a vastly greater level of 
precision to its meaning.  
 
As a result, English needs a lot of helping words, 
where languages like Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek do 
not. They have very small vocabularies, but an insane 
number of ways to modify the words in those 
vocabularies, whereas English, with very few ways to 
modify its words, has a massive vocabulary. 
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It is common for English to use 6 or 7 words to 
translate a single Hebrew of Greek word. The idea of 
translating the Bible into English, word-for-word, is 
ridiculous - it wouldn’t make sense.  
 
Synthetic versus analytical has to do with structure. 
Word order in Hebrew or Greek has no effect on the 
fundamental meaning of a sentence. Word order in 
those languages is used to emphasize one thing or 
another. Conversely, word order in English is critical to 
the basic meaning of the sentence. In English, “Dog 
bites man,” is completely different than, “Man bites 
dog.” In Greek, the meaning is changed by internal 
changes to the words themselves, so word order is 
irrelevant. Not only does each Greek word carry far 
more information than the English equivalent, Greek is 
able to further nuance the meaning with word order. If 
you say, “Dog bites man,” you’re emphasizing that the 
dog did the biting. The other way around, “Man bites 
dog,” you still mean the dog did the biting, but now 
you’re emphasizing that the man was bitten. 
 
Now you say to yourself, Scott, why would you waste 
our precious time with this? Jesus used these 
rhetorical questions to get the crowd on board with Him 
and thinking about the subject at hand, and when we 
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read it as modern English speakers, we often miss the 
point and so we add meaning that was never intended. 
 

A few weeks ago, I mentioned the incredibly dangerous 
activity of interpreting God’s Word allegorically. 
Assigning hidden meaning to words, phrases and 
concepts. 
 
Here’s a perfect example. Jesus asked if they went out 
to “See a reed shaken by the wind,” or “A man dressed 
in soft clothing.” Because most people do not 
understand the rhetorical style of the day, they assume 
that Jesus meant something beyond His actual words. 
They take the two questions, not as rhetoric to drive a 
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point, but as an invitation to find some deeper symbolic 
meaning. What secret information was Jesus 
conveying allegorically? 
 
Usually, such people make both questions about John. 
John the Baptist must have been the opposite of a 
“Reed shaken” and so it means that he was a straight, 
upstanding, unwavering, unyielding man of integrity. A 
guy unmoved by the winds of public opinion. In 
addition, we know that John wore rough clothes made 
of camel’s hair, not the “Soft clothes” of royal persons. 
He was the opposite of a rich pampered dude “Dressed 
in soft clothing.” 
 
Sometimes people make it about Herod Antipas who 
had John in his clutches, rather than John. It makes for 
a better conspiracy because it becomes a veiled 
assault on the evil ruler of those lands. They point out 
that he had coins minted during his reign that had his 
image on one side and reeds blown by the wind on the 
other side. Did you go out there to see Herod - of 
course not. The second part is far more obvious, the 
guy wearing the soft clothes in the King’s palace was of 
course the King himself - Herod again. 
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A few like to take one, usually the first, as referring to 
John and the other one, usually the second as referring 
to Herod. There are other ideas besides these and 
that’s why this practice is so dangerous. 
 
Once we go down the road of allegorical interpretation, 
there’s no end to the meanings we can assign. That’s 
why I’m taking the time to talk about it.  
 

The area around the Jordan River near the Jericho 
road where John had been baptizing was well-traveled, 
but remote and unpopulated, with few, if any, 
amenities. 
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It was an effort to make your way out to where John 
was, especially from Galilee. Even from Jerusalem, it 
was a minimum three-day roundtrip. Did you make the 
journey to see one reed among an untold number of 
reeds shaken by the wind? Reeds were ubiquitous - 
everywhere you looked along the Jordan - even to this 
day - there are billions of reeds. The wind blows along 
the Jordan every day. Every day of the year there is a 
breeze blowing the reeds in the Rift Valley. 
 
Every day there are countless reeds “Shaken by the 
wind.” The point? Anyone could go to the wilderness 
and see a reed shaken by the wind, but who would? It 
would be a ridiculous reason for the trip. No one goes 
to that effort to see what can be seen pretty much 
anywhere. It would be like journeying to the bottom of 
the Grand Canyon to see a rock eroded by the flow of 
river water over the course of time. No one needs to 
put in that effort to see that. 
 
The next one has to do with “A man dressed in soft 
clothing.” To avoid any confusion, Jesus adds that such 
a man lives in the King’s palace. He was clarifying the 
kind of clothes He was talking about - not the person. 
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It would be like me asking, why did you come to church 
this morning? Was it to see a man dressed in a suit? 
Well, it is possible that someone could be wearing a 
suit. So, I add to my description by saying the kind of 
clothes I’m talking about are worn by those who work 
on Wallstreet. By doing so I keep you with me.  
 
I keep your mind from wandering to the possibility of 
someone wearing a suit in church and who that person 
might be. 
 
If Jesus hadn’t added that descriptor, some of His 
audience would have started thinking about some of 
the rich Sadducees or other wealthy people who may 
have come to see John out of curiosity. 
 
What’s ironic is that the extra description about such 
people being in palaces, works rhetorically to keep the 
people from getting distracted away from Jesus’ point, 
but in modern times, it’s the very thing that causes us 
to get distracted and start thinking about a hidden 
meaning.  
 
Where the point of the first question was that there are 
so many reeds in the wilderness, no one would go 
there for that reason, the point of this one, is that no 
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one would go into the wilderness to find what was in a 
palace. You didn’t come to Alêtheia this morning to see 
a man on Wallstreet. 
 
The perfect balance and symmetry of Jesus’ argument 
is seen when we realize the thing that He was talking 
about was not a person, either John or Herod; the thing 
He was talking about was a reason for making an 
arduous journey to the wilderness. 
 
You don’t do it to see what is found everywhere and 
you don’t do it to see what is never found there. So, 
then why did you go? 
 
Jesus has His audience with Him at this point. They’re 
all already ahead of Him - they know where He’s going 
and so when He states, “A prophet,” He’s stating the 
obvious - He’s stating what they already have in their 
mind, because He carefully put it in their mind. That’s 
how rhetoric works, and Jesus was a master of 
rhetoric. 
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Yes, of course, people went out to the wilderness to 
see “A prophet.” That’s why they made the difficult 
journey. So, Jesus confirmed that thought. “A prophet? 
Yes, I tell you.” You are correct, John was indeed a 
prophet. 
 
Now, because Jesus had the audience fully onboard 
with Him, He was able to stretch them to see His next 
point. He said, not just a prophet, but the very one 
prophesied by prophets to be the Herald of the 
Messiah! John was the “One who is more than a 
prophet. This is the one about whom it is written, 
‘Behold, I send My messenger ahead of You, Who will 
prepare Your way before You.’”  
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They all knew that there would be a herald for the 
Messiah. The Messianic prophecies of the Old 
Testament promised a forerunner to the Anointed One 
of God, who would prepare the way for Him. 
 
We already saw John described in that role when we 
were first introduced to him way back in Matthew 3:3, 
3NASBFor this is the one referred to by Isaiah the 
prophet when he said, “The voice of one crying in the 
wilderness, ‘Make ready the way of the Lord, Make His 
paths straight!’”  
 
That prophecy is used to refer to John in all four 
Gospels. It is Isaiah 40:3, 3ESVA voice cries: “In the 
wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; make straight 
in the desert a highway for our God.”  
  
When you look at that Isaiah passage, the Anointed 
One, or Messiah, or Christ, is referred to synonymously 
with Almighty God. 
 
The word “Lord,” is not lord as in a title of dignity, 
position or respect. It’s not like addressing a Viscount, 
or an Earl. This is “Lord,” as a Jewish convention. The 
Jews, to this day, avoid saying the name of God. But 
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please understand the actual word in Isaiah is the 
Tetragrammaton, Yahweh, the Holy, Covenantal Name 
of Almighty God. Every Jew in Jesus’ day knew that. 
 
This Herald of the Christ will, “In the wilderness 
prepare the way of Yahweh, the God of Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob.” Furthermore, he will “Make straight in the 
desert a highway for our God - Elohim the Lord God 
Almighty.” This was according to God Himself as 
spoken through His prophet Isaiah 750 years before 
Jesus or John were born. 
 
According to the prophecy, the forerunner will do his 
job and 5NASBThen the glory of the Lord will be 
revealed” (Isaiah 40:5a). Through the remainder of 
Isaiah, a picture emerges that the “Glory of Yahweh” 
would be revealed in stages through His Messenger - 
through His physical Word. 
 
The same word, “Glory,” is used of Jesus during His 
Transfiguration when Peter, James and the other John 
32NASB“Saw His Glory” (Luke 9:32). And it is 
repeatedly used for His return 26NASB“Then they will 
see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power 
and glory” (Mark 13:26). John 17:5 records what is 
called the High Priestly Prayer, where Jesus prayed 
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just prior to His death,5NASB“Now, Father, glorify Me 
together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with 
You before the world was.”  
 
John the Baptist was given the role of herald - the role 
of preparing the way for Yahweh - God Almighty - to 
come to His people as one of them, “Emmanuel,” God 
with us. He would come, 5NASB“Gentle and mounted 
on a donkey, even a colt, the foal of a beast of burden” 
(Matthew 21:5, Zechariah 9:9). 
 
That’s the role John played and while it seems he 
became confused… It was because he, like everyone 
else, hadn’t thought about what I mentioned last week. 
It would have been impossible for the Messiah to fulfill 
all the prophecies at one time. How can you come 
“Gentle on a donkey foal” as “The sacrificial Lamb who 
takes away the sins of the world” and simultaneously, 
15bNASB“Come in fire, with His chariots like the 
whirlwind, to render His anger with fury, and His rebuke 
with flames of fire. 16For the Lord will execute 
judgment by fire and by His sword on all flesh”? (Isaiah 
66:15&16). How do you die and reign forever? By 
doing one and then the other. 
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Matthew 11:11-15 ~ 11NASB“Truly I say to you, among 
those born of women there has not arisen anyone 
greater than John the Baptist! Yet the one who is least 
in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.12“From 
the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of 
heaven suffers violence, and violent men take it by 
force. 13“For all the prophets and the Law prophesied 
until John. 14“And if you are willing to accept it, John 
himself is Elijah who was to come. 15“He who has ears 
to hear, let him hear.  
 
I’ve mentioned the word Role, a couple of times 
already and it is important to realize that Jesus was 
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referring to John’s role, not to John himself as a human 
person. 
 
We typically don’t think in terms of role or office or 
position, we generally think in terms of the individual. 
Instead of thinking of Donald Trump as a person filling 
the office of President, we think of President Trump. 
 
Not, the person, Scott, who has been assigned the role 
of pastor, but as Pastor Scott the person. 
 

Everyone in this photo has a specific role to play - it 
won’t work if a fan tries to hit the ball, or if the batter 
tries to be a spectator. If the catcher tries to pitch to the 
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batter or the right fielder tries to catch the throw to first 
base. Jesus wasn’t really saying anything about John 
as a human being - He was talking about the role of 
Messianic Herald that John filled. 
 
As the culmination of all prophetic activity of the Old 
Testament it was the greatest human role that could 
ever be assigned. John happened to be the guy 
selected as the forerunner to the Messiah - the office of 
the one who would prepare the people for their Savior. 
 
Adam had the role of first human, Eve of first mother, 
Abraham of founding father, Moses of deliverer of 
Israel, David of greatest king, Isaiah of greatest 
prophet… But all those roles, and any other you can 
think of, pale in comparison to the role of preparing the 
way for Yahweh, making straight the highway for 
Almighty God. 
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John was chosen by God to fill that role and as 
awesome as it was - it was, itself, nothing when 
compared to being accepted as a child of God. 
 
The greatest human role to ever be assigned pales in 
comparison to being forgiven, justified and adopted into 
the family of God forevermore. 
 
That’s Jesus’ point.  
 
When He said, “The one who is least in the kingdom of 
heaven is greater than he,” Jesus wasn’t commenting 
on a hierarchy of value or position in Heaven - Don’t go 
there - it has nothing to do with different levels of 
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heaven or different levels of Salvation. He was simply 
comparing what I’ve already compared. 
 
Messianic Herald is the greatest role conceivable and 
yet, it is nothing when compared to being accepted into 
heaven as a child of the Living God. That’s the entire 
rhetorical point. 
 
We see the same basic point in Luke 10:20. When the 
70 returned to Jesus and were excited that 
17NET“Even the demons submit to us in Your name.” 
Jesus said, 20NET“Do not rejoice that the spirits 
submit to you, but rejoice that your names stand written 
in heaven.” We often get excited about the wrong 
things… 
 
Compared to being accepted into God’s family as His 
beloved child for all eternity, everything else is 
practically meaningless. 
 
If all people truly understood that - they would be 
expending every resource to try to make sure that they 
were in that boat. 
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Verse 12 is difficult. There are a few ways to look at it 
and that’s reflected in our modern translations. Without 
going into a mind-numbing discussion on syntax, I’m 
just going to tell you that the best way to see it 
grammatically, rhetorically and Biblically, is that the 
Kingdom of God is being freely, humbly, gently, offered 
without judgment, condemnation, or any hindrance. 
 
It is unilaterally presented as an olive branch of peace, 
yet, instead of receiving it as such, people violently 
attack and try to take possession of it for their own 
purposes. 
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We see the same idea in the John’s Prologue. John 
1:5, 5NASBThe Light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not comprehend it. The Light of God’s 
eternal Truth shines out into the darkness. The 
darkness that is the absence of God’s Light - the 
rejection of God’s Truth, and so, it is all that stands 
opposed to God, His Glory, His Kingdom, His Will.  
 
Whether that opposition is active or passive, intentional 
or incidental, supernatural of physical, it is all that 
refuses to accept God as God - for Who He IS, as He 
IS. And that, my friends, is the definition of evil. 
 
“The darkness did not comprehend the Light.” Some 
translations say, “The darkness did not overcome the 
Light.” Both ideas are present.     
 
Evil has always, and will always, expend every 
resource to actively seize the Light to take possession 
of it in order to destroy it, whether overtly, or covertly. At 
the same time, although the Light of Truth clearly 
“Shines in the darkness,” people cannot grasp it, 
comprehend it, understand it, accept it and make it 
their own.  
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Nevertheless, the Light shines, the Kingdom is offered, 
but the resistance to it is severe. Hence the 
persecution Jesus had been talking about and the 
persecution John was presently undergoing. 
 
Violent, evil, people of the darkness are trying to seize 
the Kingdom - “Take it by force.” They want to take it on 
their terms, not God’s terms. They want to control 
access for themselves and they want to control access 
for others for the power it gives them. 
 
Because darkness reigns on earth, the offer of peace 
from God has always suffered violence. That means 
the true proclaimers of that Message will likewise suffer 
violence. 
 
Jesus then said that all the prophets and the Law 
pointed forward to John who would pave the way for 
the Messiah. 
 
John stood as not only a prophet, but as the 
transitional character in the same vein, role and spirit of 
Elijah - He pointed to Jesus. 
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Resistance to God and His offer of peace translated 
into active violence against God’s messengers, last of 
all against John. 
 
The implication is that while John had a question 
because He didn’t see the opposition to him for what it 
was, John was nevertheless the prophesied man in the 
role of Elijah. 
 

Jesus asked them, can you accept what I’m telling 
you? Jesus is still asking that very same question to all 
people whether Christian or not… Can you accept what 
I’m telling you? 


