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                      “Obey Jesus” 
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Like us on Facebook (aletheiachristianfellowship) 
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1) What is the obedience Jesus demands? 
 
2) What is the rock foundation exactly? 
 
3) Does the Leper ask Jesus to heal him? What does that say? 
 
MATTHEW 7:24-27 ~ 24NASB“Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine and 
acts on them, may be compared to a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25“And 
the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; 
and yet it did not fall, for it had been founded on the rock. 26“Everyone who hears these 
words of Mine and does not act on them, will be like a foolish man who built his house 
on the sand. 27“The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed 
against that house; and it fell—and great was its fall.” 
 

Luke 6:46-49, James 1:22-25  
 
 
 
 
 
1) Doing Christ’s Will is _____________________ to doing the Heavenly Father’s Will.  
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Since only God can fully know God and perfectly conform to God, and in that way 
accurately reveal God, we see that implicitly, Jesus is _______. 
 

John 1:1-18  
 
 
 
 
 
2) Only those who fully obey are saved. Is salvation Jesus plus obedience? Obedience 
is not salvific, it is ________________ of salvation. 
 
 
 
 
 
“Therefore,” shows that this small passage is the conclusion of the entire Sermon. It 
means everything from the opening Beatitude must be _______. 
 
 
 
 
 
We can agree with Jesus, we can respect and even praise Him, but without taking Him 
seriously enough to _______ what He said is eternally useless. 
 
 
 
 
 

Jesus juxtaposed the wise man and the foolish man. Foolish is μωρόν (mō-ȑŏn). It is 

dull, unaware, unwise, careless, foolish… A Moron. 
 
 
 
 
 
In His two abbreviated parables, Jesus confirms that there are only ______ 
possibilities… Whenever you encounter figurative examples you must be careful to 
correctly identify what the elements ____________________. 
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The way Jesus tells the story, it isn’t that the wise builder is so much better than the 
moronic builder - it’s just that the wise builder recognizes the need for a good 
_____________________ and looks to find a solid spot to build. 
The fool doesn’t take the time to find a good spot, because he just doesn’t see the 
____________ of the foundation. He thinks it’s all about the house. 
 
 
 
 
 
1) The wise and foolish are the saved and unsaved and specifically the 
_______________ ______________ and the careless hanger on. 
 
 
2) The violent storm represents the _________________ of life, specifically the 
persecutions and challenges related to being associated with Jesus. 
 
 
3) The foundation here, is fully _______________, _________________, 
__________________ what Jesus taught. 
 

It is an ______ or _________________ proposition. Obedience does not 
mean partial obedience.  

 
 
 
 
 
MATTHEW 7:28&29 ~ 28NASB“When Jesus had finished these words, the crowds were 
amazed at His teaching; 29for He was teaching them as one having authority, and not 
as their scribes.  
 

 
Fill out the other side, detach this part of the page, and place it in the 
offering plate or the prayer/suggestion box in the lobby or with an Elder or 
Deacon of the church. 

 
God Bless You! 
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Amazed is ἐκπλήσσω (ēk-plās-sō). It is to be stunned, shocked, dumbfounded, 

astounded, astonished. What Jesus taught and how He taught it was 
________________ anything they had ever experienced before. What was it that was 
so different?  
 
 
 
 
 
MATTHEW 8:1-4 ~ 1NASBWhen Jesus came down from the mountain, large crowds 
followed Him. 2And a leper came to Him and bowed down before Him, and said, “Lord, 
if You are willing, You can make me clean.” 3Jesus stretched out His hand and touched 
him, saying, “I am willing; be cleansed.” And immediately his leprosy was cleansed. 
4And Jesus said to him, “See that you tell no one; but go, show yourself to the priest 
and present the offering that Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.”  
 
This miraculous healing serves the primary purpose of showing that Jesus was indeed 
different. It serves to recognize His __________________. 
 
 
 
 
There are some startling things here. 1) A Jewish leper approached Jesus. 2) He - 

προσκυνέω (pȑŏs-kü-nĕ-ō) - bowed down before Jesus. 3) He called Jesus Lord. 4) He 

focused on Jesus’s Will. 5) Jesus replied with only two words θέλω (thĕ-lō) and 

καθαρίζω (kä-thä-ȑē-dzō). 6) Jesus intentionally touched the untouchable man. 7) He 

was restored instantly. 8) Jesus commanded him to obey the Scripture, not revel in the 
supernatural. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Check all that apply – detach and place in the offering or the prayer box 
 

_____ I want to talk with the pastor about ___________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want prayer for _________________________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want to volunteer to _____________________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want more information about ______________________________________________ 
 

_____ Other __________________________________________________________________ 
 

Name ______________________ Address _________________________________________ 
 

Phone ______________________ Email ___________________________________________ 
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Alêtheia ~ Matthew 7h ~ 030319 
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March 6, Ash Wed., through April 14, Palm Sun. 
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Last week’s sermon was a bit disquieting. If a passage 
of Scripture, where Jesus tells us that, “Many” people 
who were highly involved in Christianity, will be turned 
away from heaven, doesn’t make you self-reflective, 
you need to do some self-reflection. 
 
That “Many,” who eagerly, expectantly, forcefully 
appeal to Jesus to be their advocate, to represent them 
- to vouch for them - but, instead, are categorically 
refused, rejected, dismissed is shocking.  
 
Rather than crossing our fingers and hoping for the 
best, it should illicit a thoughtful and prayerful 
examination of one’s own spiritual condition. 
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In looking at that, I made the claim that the litmus test 
for that self-evaluation was whether, or not, one was 
doing God’s Will. That litmus test was based solely on 
what Jesus had already said in His sermon previously. 
 
As we now go forward, that test is confirmed… 
 

Matthew 7:24-27 ~ 24NASB“Therefore everyone who 
hears these words of Mine and acts on them, may be 
compared to a wise man who built his house on the 
rock. 25“And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew and slammed against that house; and yet it 
did not fall, for it had been founded on the rock. 
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26“Everyone who hears these words of Mine and does 
not act on them, will be like a foolish man who built his 
house on the sand. 27“The rain fell, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew and slammed against that 
house; and it fell—and great was its fall.” 
 
The parallel passage in Luke’s Gospel starts with that 
succinct verse we read last week, where Jesus tersely 
and rhetorically asked, Luke 6:46, 46NASB“Why do 
you call Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say?” 
  
Before we get to the details of this passage, I’d like you 
to consider two (2) somewhat subtle points.  
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1) First, last week we clearly saw that obedience to 
God - “Doing the Will of My Father in Heaven.” - was 
the righteousness that surpasses that of the religious 
leaders and was that which was acceptable to God for 
admission into His Holy presence… In short, actually 
doing the Will of Almighty God, is what is required to be 
saved. 
 
That last statement should tweak you a bit - we’ll get to 
it… 
 
Here, and in the parallel treatment in Luke’s Gospel, 
we see that “Doing the Will of My Father who is in 
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Heaven,” is equated to, and synonymous with, obeying 
Jesus. 
 
The first subtle point is that doing Christ’s Will is 
identical to doing the Heavenly Father’s Will.  
 
Now, while that doesn’t explicitly mean that Jesus is 
God, at the very least, it means that Jesus perfectly 
reveals God’s Will. The two Wills are the same.  
 
In other passages, the concept is further developed, 
and we find that obeying Jesus is the same thing as 
doing what Jesus did. In other words, Jesus not only 
perfectly revealed God’s Will in His teaching, He also 
perfectly revealed it in His own personal obedience to 
it. 
 
Since only God can fully know God and perfectly 
conform to God, and in that way accurately reveal God, 
we see that implicitly, Jesus is God. 
 
John 1:1 and 1:18 form what is called an inclusio. The 
gist is, 1NASB“In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God. 14And the 
Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw 
His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, 
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full of grace and truth. 18No one has seen God at any 
time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the 
Father, He has explained Him” (John 1:1, 14, 18).  
 

2) The second subtle point goes back to the Truth that 
only those who obey are saved. I hope you thought, I’m 
saved because of Jesus’s perfection, not because of 
my personal obedience. 
 
True. No one can ever be obedient enough in and of 
themselves. No one can ever earn even the tiniest 
fraction of their salvation. If we could, then to whatever 
degree we do, we diminish Christ’s salvific sacrifice by 
that amount. 
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People who think that they can contribute to their initial 
or ongoing salvation have no clue how perfectly holy 
God is… They simply do not grasp the chasm between 
God and mankind. They do not understand why only 
God can reveal God and why only God can ever be 
perfect. 
 
As I’ve said before, if you think you’re not sinning, you 
just need to expand your definition of sin. It is 
impossible for a human to impress God - everyone who 
is saved, is saved because God saved them through 
Christ Jesus in the power of the Holy Spirit, period, end 
of story. 
 
If you believe otherwise, then from a Biblical 
perspective, you have very bad Theology. Bad 
theology, not from my perspective, bad theology from 
the Bible’s perspective. 
 
Any holiness, obedience, goodness and righteousness 
a human has, is imputed to them by Christ Jesus. 
  
Yet, clearly, Jesus said the righteousness that will get 
one saved, entails actual human obedience. What’s 
going on? Is salvation Jesus plus obedience?  
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No, never, salvation is Jesus period, never Jesus plus 
anything else. What is it then? Actual obedient 
conformity to Christ’s life and His teaching is the direct 
result and consequence of salvation in Christ and 
therefore it functions as the proof of salvation.   
 
We couple Lord and Savior together when we talk 
about Jesus. So many people think that it’s two 
separate things. It is only one thing, Savior, which is 
proven true by the other thing, Lord. 
 
There are people who hold Jesus to be their Lord, but 
they do not accept Him as their only Savior - that will 
not work out well for them. That results in false 
Christianity like the Christian Scientists. 
 
Many other people gladly accept Jesus as Savior, but 
do not, in actual practice, confirm that status by 
submitting to Him fully as Lord. That will not fly either. 
That results in “Easy Grace,” licentiousness or 
antinomianism. 
 
Then there are those who separate the two and accept 
Jesus as initial Savior and then finish their salvation 
through their own obedience to Him as Lord. That will 
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never do either. That results in legalistic works-based 
religion. 
 
The only way this works Biblically, is to fully accept 
Jesus as your one and only Savior and then because 
you’re saved and filled with the Holy Spirit, you actively 
surrender to Jesus as your one and only Lord as well. 
That is Biblical Orthodoxy. 
 
Obedience is not salvific, it is proof of salvation, 
because only a saved person can obey God’s Will. For 
the person who comprehends what salvation in Christ 
means and who is filled with God’s Holy Breath, there 
is a burning desire to know Him more and to be 
conformed to Who He is. 
 
It is this burning desire, this underlying motivation this 
genuine heart condition that wants to be with the 
Father, to be conformed to Jesus and to be led by the 
Holy Spirit that you must examine in yourself. 
 
While it isn’t your performance that’s most important, 
obviously a person who never performs is not so 
motivated. No one can be possessed by God’s Spirit 
and completely hide all evidence of that fact. As Paul 
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pleaded, “Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith: 
examine yourselves!” (II Corinthians 13:5). 
  
So, if we obey Jesus - if we do what He taught - if we 
conform to the way He lived - then we will be “Doers of 
God’s Will also,” and, like Him, we will thereby prove 
that our citizenship is in the Kingdom of Heaven, even 
now. 
 
And if that is our citizenship now, how can a small thing 
like physical death change that?  
 

Looking more closely at the verses we see it begins 
with an emphatic “Therefore.” This small passage is 
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the summation and conclusion of the entire three-
chapter Sermon on the Mount. 
 
Jesus is saying, take all that I’ve talked about since the 
opening Beatitude and understand that it does no good 
whatsoever to listen, to hear, to contemplate, to 
admire, to applaud or even to agree, with it all. The 
only way it has any eternal effect, is to live it. 
 
Multitudes of people over the centuries have greatly 
respected Jesus and esteemed His teaching and 
revered His life. He was a great philosopher, a 
wonderful theorist, an amazing prophet, a man ahead 
of His time, they say. 
 
None of that will do anyone any good at all, eternally 
speaking. 
 
We can agree with Jesus all we want, and we can even 
put Him on a pedestal and pay Him homage to His 
genius, but to do so without recognizing Him for Who 
He truly is and fully submitting to Him as the one true 
Lord, is as useless as a screen door on a submarine. 
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Jesus juxtaposes the wise man and the foolish man. 
“Foolish” is our old friend μωρόν (mō-ȑŏn, technically, 
μωρός inflected here as μωρῷ). You may remember, 
the idea that salt would lose its saltiness is really that 
salt would become useless, dumb, stupid… Moronic. 
 
Here too, the foolish man is a man who is dull, 
unaware, unwise, careless, foolish… A moron. 
 
What’s most interesting to me is that the way Jesus 
phrases these comparative analogies. It’s two very 
abbreviated parables where, once again, Jesus is 
saying that there are only two possibilities…  
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You are either wise, or you are a moron. There is 
nothing in-between, there is no other category.  
 
Whenever you encounter figurative examples, similes, 
metaphors, parables, analogies, you must be careful to 
correctly identify what the elements represent. 
 
What exactly does Jesus mean? It’s very easy in this 
case because Jesus has given us so much information. 
Because there are two parallel mini-parables, we start 
with what’s the same. The houses are the same, the 
location is the same, the storm is the same. In fact, 
everything except the foundation and the end result 
and therefore the wisdom of the two builders is the 
same. 
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What Jesus was talking about is not one day some rain 
hit the house and then another time the area flooded 
and then on another day the wind blew. Jesus is talking 
about a single event - a violent wintertime storm 
common to the Rift Valley where He was preaching. 
 
From late fall through early spring, there can be 
tremendous storms with incredibly strong winds and 
torrential rainfall resulting in destructive flash floods. 
 
The mountains rise rapidly on both sides of the valley. 
To the Northeast of Galilee is the Golan Heights where 
in just a few miles the terrain rises more than 10,000 
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feet. To put that into perspective, our Swan range to 
our East rises about 4,000 feet. 
 
When it hasn’t rained at all for more than six months 
and all of a sudden you get a massive rain storm - well 
you’ve seen the news out of California. 
 

This is a news story from Israel 3 days ago. 
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There’s plenty of rock and there’s plenty of sand. The 
way Jesus tells the story, it isn’t that the wise builder is 
so much better than the moronic builder - it’s just that 
the wise builder recognizes the need for a good 
foundation and looks to find a solid spot to build. 
 
The fool is just impatient, unconcerned, cavalier. He 
doesn’t take the time to find a good spot, because he 
just doesn’t see the importance of the foundation.  
 
He thinks, I’ll just build here. Maybe it has a better 
view, maybe it’s closer to town, maybe it seems better 
or easier in some other way - the point is that he sees 
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no point in finding bedrock for his foundation. He thinks 
it’s all about the house and he’s excited to get building. 
 
The huge storm comes, and the flash flood erodes the 
sand under his house and the wind batters it in gusts 
and in short order, the house begins to move. Again, 
you’ve seen the video clips. Once a house starts to 
move, it quickly collapses and is carried away by the 
flood waters. All is lost - nothing remains - it’s over. 
 
The house built on bedrock withstands the storm - the 
flash flood and the heavy winds cannot shake it and it 
remains solid after the storm passes. 
 
So, two different foundations, two different outcomes 
proving one builder was wise and the other was foolish. 
 
What do those three different elements represent? 
 
The wise and foolish are the saved and unsaved and 
specifically the dedicated disciple and the careless 
hanger on. 
 
The violent storm represents the tribulations of life, 
specifically the persecutions and challenges related to 
being associated with Jesus. 
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Perhaps most importantly, the foundations. Once 
again, through it all, there are only two possible 
foundations - there is only bedrock and sand. 
 
The foundation here, is not Jesus and it’s not even 
Jesus’s teaching. The foundations have to do with 
whether one fully lives out, does, obeys what Jesus 
taught. 
 
It is very specific. The firm foundation of solid bedrock 
that will enable the dedicated disciple to stand the test 
and enter the Kingdom of Heaven is the wise person 
who takes care to find Jesus’s true teaching and then 
fully commits themselves to obeying. 
 
It is an all or nothing proposition. Partial obedience is 
disobedience. You can’t obey 99% and say that’s good 
enough. There is no other foundation than that fully 
dedicated commitment. Anything less than that is to 
build directly on the sand without a foundation. 
 
Are we saying perfect obedience is the only way? Yes 
and no. Yes, in that, perfect obedience is required and 
that it is only found in Jesus. No, in that, any of us are 
ever going to perfectly obey. 
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What’s necessary is to accept the righteous robe of 
Jesus and then to be dedicated to the true 
unadulterated covenantal commitment and heart desire 
to ever strive for that perfection. 
 
Again, not in order to be saved, but because we are 
saved.  
 
The way you run your race, fight your good fight, and 
finish well is to vigilantly strive forward for the finish line 
without taking your eyes off the prize. 
 
What is the prize? He’s the prize… An eternity with 
Him. 
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Matthew 7:28&29 ~ 28NASB“When Jesus had finished 
these words, the crowds were amazed at His teaching; 
29for He was teaching them as one having authority, 
and not as their scribes.  
 
Amazed is ἐκπλήσσω (ēk-plās-sō). It’s hard to see but 
we get our word apoplexy and perplexed from it. I bring 
it up because the meaning is far more dramatic than 
“Amazed.” It is to be stunned, shocked, dumbfounded, 
astounded, astonished. This is the highest possible 
degree of amazement. 
 
What Jesus taught and how He taught it was unlike 
anything they had ever experienced before. 
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What was it that was so different? Jesus taught “As 
one having authority.” Jesus repeatedly said, “You have 
heard it said.” What that meant was, “Holy Scripture 
says,” or better yet, “God said, but now I say.” Jesus’s 
manner of teaching put Him on par with God. He was 
telling the people obey Me - “Hear these words of Mine 
and act on them.” 
 
Jewish leaders at that time and still to this day, 
endlessly discuss and debate, but never ever say, “But 
I say to you.” 
 

Matthew 8:1-4 ~ 1When Jesus came down from the 
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mountain, large crowds followed Him. 2And a leper 
came to Him and bowed down before Him, and said, 
“Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean.” 
3Jesus stretched out His hand and touched him, 
saying, “I am willing; be cleansed.” And immediately his 
leprosy was cleansed. 4And Jesus said to him, “See 
that you tell no one; but go, show yourself to the priest 
and present the offering that Moses commanded, as a 
testimony to them.”  
 
People often think, okay the Sermon on the mount is 
finished, this is a new chapter and a new subject. 
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The Bible is meant to be read without break and so 
contextually. Certainly, we’re on to another scene, but 
Matthew has arranged his material for a purpose, and 
the purpose of this miracle being presented here, is to 
confirm that we need to hear and do what Jesus 
taught. 
 
This is not a biography of Jesus. It is not an historical 
treatise on the Messiah. This is a Gospel. It is a literary 
genre, where the theological message is paramount. 
The Holy Spirit, through Matthew, chose which events 
to convey, what details to give and in which order to 
share them. All with the purpose of cogently presenting 
that message. 
 
This miraculous healing is the first of three grouped 
together. It serves the primary purpose of showing that 
Jesus was indeed different. It serves to recognize His 
deity if we are attentive. 
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Leprosy is a vile and highly contagious disease that 
back then, was not only a debilitating physical ailment - 
it simultaneously made the person ceremonially 
unclean. 
 
The victim was ostracized completely from society and 
from God. No one would dare touch a leper, they were 
required to live outside of inhabited places and shout 
out “Unclean, unclean,” anytime anyone approached 
them. 
 
There are some startling things here. First, there are a 
lot of people gathered around Jesus as he’s walking. A 
Jewish leper, who knew the rules, instead of keeping 
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his distance and shouting out, warning others about his 
condition, approached Jesus. 
 
No doubt the crowd parted and recoiled away from the 
diseased man in pure, unadulterated, disgust. It is not 
hard to imagine that several of them hurled insults at 
him and chastised him for his breech of protocol. 
 

The Jewish leper then does three more remarkable 
things. He bowed down before Jesus, he called Jesus 
Lord and he acknowledged Jesus’s Will. Any one of the 
things could be dismissed. Perhaps two of them could 
be brushed aside, but all three together coupled with 
his absolute faith in Jesus’s power, make it clear to me, 
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that this man recognized Jesus, not as a prophet or a 
miracle worker or a magician, or even as a new 
Moses… This man recognized Jesus as Divine. 
 
No Jewish man was supposed to bow before anyone 
other than God. The word is προσκυνέω (pȑŏs-kü-nĕ-
ō), almost always translated as worshipped. It is to fall 
on your face in abject reverence and pay homage.     
 
He calls Jesus “Lord,” and while it can mean “Sir,” it 
almost always means far more than that and it is the 
name Jews called God. Even today, Jewish people 
don’t use God’s name, but instead refer to Him as 
“Lord.” 
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Most striking, the Jewish leper never asks Jesus to 
heal him, or cleanse him; in fact, he never asks Jesus 
to do anything. 
 
He humbly submits to Jesus’s Will done and 
acknowledges that if it is Jesus’s Will that he be 
purified and restored, then it’s a done deal. 
 
We could learn a lot from this man. Quite literally it is, 
“Lord, if it’s Your Will to make me clean, I’ll be clean.”  
 
Now, it’s Jesus’s turn to do remarkable things. He does 
what no one would even dream of doing, He 
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intentionally, dramatically, reaches out and touches the 
man. 
 
Physical touch. How tender, how kind, how loving. 
Jesus touches him as He says just two words. The 
NASB turns the 2 into 5, the Readers Bible makes it 8 
words. Jesus said θέλω (thĕ-lō), meaning I am willing, 
or “It is My Will.” and καθαρίζω (kä-thä-ȑē-dzō) meaning 
“Be cleansed.” 
 

Did Jesus touch a leper? Not really, because the 
instant he did, the man was fully restored as though 
nothing had ever been wrong with him. 
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Instantaneous and complete reversal. If you have a 
bad tooth and Jesus heals that tooth it will be a pristine 
natural tooth with your DNA, not some gold artificial 
tooth you can have pulled and melted down for the 
cash. 
 
We are dealing with the life giving and sustaining force 
Who can heal in an instant if it is His Will… “Listen to 
Him.” That’s the point. 
 

Now, Jesus tells the man to go immediately to the 
Temple and be certified clean and part of the 
community again by the priest in charge of such things. 
As required by Leviticus 14. 
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My friends, they are in Galilee, the Temple is in 
Jerusalem. The temptation is to put off the trip. Save up 
for the offering. Jesus said, don’t tell anyone. Don’t get 
caught up in the whole celebrity thing, don’t get 
distracted from obedience. 
 
Go to Jerusalem, be obedient. It is so easy to lose 
sight of the importance of doing what Jesus tells us to 
do. Matthew ends the story here because he’s focused 
on the authority and more subtly the divinity of Jesus. 
His point is… Obey Him. 
 
We know from Mark’s account that the Leper got 
caught up in the miraculous healing and the great favor 
God had bestowed upon him and forgot that obedience 
is vital to true discipleship. 
 
Mark 1:45, 45NASBBut he went out and began to 
proclaim it freely and to spread the news around, to 
such an extent that Jesus could no longer publicly 
enter a city, but stayed out in unpopulated areas; and 
they were coming to Him from everywhere.  
 
Who are you going to be? 
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Don’t get sidetracked - obedience isn’t the same thing 
as devotion or experience or emotion or obeying the 
performance things we extrapolate… It is obeying the 
teaching we’ve covered for the last 9 ½ months. Pray 
the Lord’s Prayer and incorporate the whole of the 
Sermon into your prayer. 


