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Alêtheia Christian Fellowship 
 November 15, 2020 

                           “King David’s Lord” 
 

Sunday school at 8:30, Service at 9:15, Service at 10:45 with King’s Kids. 
  

NEWS 
Be respectful of others by allowing them to deal with COVID 19 in their own way. 

Wednesday Night Activities at 6:30 PM 
 

330 N. Somers Rd. (Mail: PO Box 10626) Kalispell, MT 59904~ (406) 755-1776 
Visit the website ~ www.myaletheia.com 

Like us on Facebook (aletheiachristianfellowship) 
Emails: pastor@myaletheia.com, stacey.sundt@myaletheia.com 

 
MATTHEW 22:41–46  
 
“You cannot learn what you think you already know.”  
 

“There’s nothing new under the sun” (Ecclesiastes 1:9).  
 
 
 
 
What is an opinion?  
 

We often think of problematic pride as being too proud. The pride that 
keeps a person from Heaven is the pride of believing that their bases are 
already covered… What is that other than an opinion? 

 
 
 
If what you believe is Truth, it will stand the test of testing (Romans 3:4). 
 

Fill out the other side, detach this part of the page, and place it in the 
offering plate or the prayer/suggestion box in the lobby or with an Elder or 

Deacon of the church. 
 

God Bless You! 
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Jesus asked these Bible scholars and experienced pastors why they had never 
considered the ramifications of King David calling the Messiah his Lord. Jesus set it up 
by establishing parameters that they all easily agreed with… 
 
1)  

Hebrew  ַיח   .i.e. Messiah. Greek Χριστός (ẋȑē-stŏs), i.e. Christ ,(mä-shē-aẋ) ָמשִׁ

  
2)  
  
3)  
  
4)  
  
5)  

All Scripture is θεόπνευστος (thĕ-ŏ-pnüs-tŏs) God-Breathed (II Timothy 3:16).  

  
6)  
 
 
 
 
Psalm 110:1 The LORD says to my Lord… (“A declaration of Yahweh to my Adonai”).  
 
V. 2 He is ________. V. 4 He is ________. V. 5 He is _______. V. 6 He is _________. 
 
Only God Himself, can Save us (Psalm 3:8).  
 
 
 
 
Psalm 110 starts out in most Bibles in verse 1 with, “The LORD says to my Lord.” That 

is misleading… “A Psalm of David.” ד ְז֥מֹוַר ְלָדוִִׁ֗ מִִׁ֫  (lĕ-dow-ēd mĭz-mŏr). 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Write a brief note – detach and place in the offering, or the prayer box, or give it to a Deacon/Elder 

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Name ____________________________ Address ______________________________________________ 
 

Phone ______________________ Email ______________________________________________________ 



3 

 
Alêtheia ~ Matthew 22d ~ 111520 
“King David’s Lord” 
 

 
 
Matthew 22:41–46 ~ 41Now while the Pharisees were 
gathered together, Jesus asked them a question: 
42“What do you think about the Christ, whose son is 
He?” They said to Him, “The son of David.” 43He said 
to them, “Then how does David in the Spirit call Him 
‘Lord,’ saying, 44‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My 
right hand, Until I put Your enemies beneath Your 
feet” ’? 45“If David then calls Him ‘Lord,’ how is He his 
son?” 46No one was able to answer Him a word, nor 
did anyone dare from that day on to ask Him another 
question. 
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An Australian Theologian named John Nolland had this 
to say, “The same inadequacy of imagination that 
crippled the Sadducees’ understanding of 
resurrection… also limits the Pharisees’ understanding 
of the significance and role of the Christ. In both cases 
careful attention to Scripture points the way forward. 
Jesus’ message has rung true, but the result here is 
not response to his call to come to the wedding 
banquet, but instead withdrawal from engagement with 
him.” 
 

 
His point? Those who are already certain that their way 
of looking at a thing, is the only way, not only overlook 
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what they’re not looking for, once it’s pointed out to 
them, they refuse to accept. Instead of reexamining 
their firmly held opinions, they simply disengage from 
anyone challenging those opinions. 
 
We see it all around us today. “You cannot learn what 
you think you already know.” As an example, people 
have extremely strong opinions about Trump. If anyone 
disagrees with their certain knowledge - their facts and 
Truth about Trump, they despise, vilify, and deride 
those wrong, misguided, evil, enemies. They will argue 
and fight for their opinion until someone on the other 
side presents a point that they cannot refute. Do they 
then reevaluate their position? Never, it’s double-down 
time. It’s time to get louder, less reasonable, even 
violent… Even if the retaliation must wait until they 
regroup, until they come up with a new way to attack, 
they are more entrenched than ever. It’s what the 
Pharisees did to Jesus. 
 
As Solomon said, “There’s nothing new under the sun” 
(Ecclesiastes 1:9). People are people. We see the 
same phenomenon when testifying to unbelievers 
about Jesus now. The people with the strongest 
opinions are the hardest to reach and generally when 
they hear the Truth and they cannot refute it, they 
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make it personal - they attack the Messenger, rather 
than deal with the Message. 
 
The Pharisees, just like the Sadducees, couldn’t argue 
with Jesus and instead of thinking for even a moment 
that Jesus might be right, it was just time to find 
another way to destroy Him. 
 
Now that I’m done with that, let me just ask… While I 
was talking, were you thinking of those people, who are 
so frustratingly opinionated about Trump? What makes 
you think that what I said applies them, but doesn’t 
apply to you? Why would you assume that they are the 
ones with opinions, and you are the one with the Truth?  
 
What is an opinion, other than a position that the holder 
arrogantly asserts is the Truth? That’s the problem. It’s 
a problem of personal arrogance - “I’m right and 
anyone disagreeing with me is wrong. That’s not my 
opinion, that’s just the Truth.” We don’t think we hold 
opinions; we think we hold the Truth. Other people 
have opinions, I have Truth. Opinions my friends, 
opinions. They will destroy us all. 
 
Even if millions of people disagree with me, and even if 
the vast majority of the evidence is against my position, 
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I simply double-down. No one has a corner on this 
market… We see it across the board from the most 
liberal to the most conservative and everyone in-
between. 
 

 
The Bible is constantly warning us about pride. 
 
The pride of the Sadducees and the Pharisees led 
them to destroy their own Savior. Pride is what causes 
people to reject the Gospel even now… We often think 
in terms of pride as the cause itself. What I mean is, we 
think of the warnings against pride as the excessive 
arrogance of other people. The pride that keeps a 
person from Heaven is the pride of believing that their 
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bases are already covered… What is that other than an 
opinion? An opinion that the person thinks is Truth. You 
might say, “Thank God, I’m already saved by His 
Grace.” Great! But is your pride limiting your own 
Salvation from having its intended effect, in the here 
and now? See? Is it possible that you are too proud to 
set aside your personal opinions for God’s Truth and 
for the unity of Christ’s Body on earth? It’s just a 
question. 
 
Be open, be gracious. If what you believe is Truth, it 
will stand the test of testing. Paraphrasing Aristotle, 
“The sign or proof of an educated or intelligent person, 
is that they are able to entertain an idea without buying 
it.” If something is Truth, it cannot possibly be 
destroyed no matter how many people refuse to 
believe it… The Bible says so… “Let God be found 
true, though every man be found a liar” (Romans 3:4). 
 
If it was unanimous, if every person on earth, 
throughout all time, disagreed with God, it doesn’t 
make God a liar. Truth is as unchangeable as God 
Himself Who declares it. God doesn’t need you to 
defend His Word. Relax, hold your beliefs loosely, 
examine and reexamine them. Meditate, learn, be 
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open. As long as you are genuinely seeking the One 
True God in Spirit and in Truth that’s what you’ll find. 
 
But if, you hold firm in your opinions, your pride will 
prevent you from growing in the Truth. 
 

 
Back to the passage. This is a very simple exchange at 
first blush. It gets complicated though, precisely 
because, opinionated people must bend and twist 
things to make it fit their opinion. 
 
The basic premise is that Jesus asked these Bible 
scholars and educated, experienced pastors, these 
religious leaders, why they had never considered the 
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ramifications of King David calling the Messiah his 
Lord. It was a question they could not answer. 
 
Jesus set it up by establishing parameters that they all 
easily agreed with… These are points that were not in 
any dispute. 
 

 
1) First, there was to come an Anointed One of God 
Who would Save the people. He would Save the Jews, 
and as a byproduct, provide Salvation for the Gentiles 
as well… Hooray. 
 

Anointed One in Hebrew is  ַיח  and ,(mä-shē-aẋ) ָמשִׁ

gives us Messiah. Anointed One in Greek is Χριστός 
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(ẋȑē-stŏs), and gives us Christ. Christ was not Jesus’ 
last name; it was the Greek version of His title as 
Messiah, or God’s Anointed Savior. 
 

 
2) Point two, by all accounts, the Messiah would come 
from David’s line - from the Tribe of Judah. He would 
be a descendant of the Great King David who 
established Jerusalem as the capital, built the palace 
and provided the resources for his son Solomon to 
build the Temple. 
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3) Numero 3, in Semitic culture the ancestor is always 
lord to his descendants. They honored their elders in 
that culture as much as we dishonor them in ours. King 
David would naturally be the lord of his descendant the 
Messiah, not the other way around. Never the other 
way around. 
 



13 

 

 
4) Fourth, David himself, wrote the Biblical passage in 
question. The 110th Psalm to be specific… David wrote 
it and handed it off to the High Priest at the time for 
incorporation in the nations worship. 
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5) El Five-o, King David didn’t just write a Psalm, He 
wrote living, breathing Holy Scripture as he was moved 
along by the Holy Spirit. The Spirit of Almighty God 
inspired David to record a prophetic word given to him 
as a Divine, God-breathed Message to all mankind, for 

all time. All Holy Scripture is θεόπνευστος (thĕ-ŏ-pnüs-

tŏs) God-Breathed (II Timothy 3:16). Humans wrote 
under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit and other 
humans recognized the Truth of that through the 
illumination of the Holy Spirit. 
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6) In the prophetic Word, King David did, in fact, call 
his descendant, his own Lord. 
 
As I said, none of those facts were in dispute. 
Everyone standing there that day agreed with all of that 
and so, Jesus asked those theological experts how 
could that be? How do you explain King David, under 
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, calling his descendant 
his own Lord? 
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Let’s take a closer look at the source material. Psalm 
110 says, 1The Lord says to my Lord: “Sit at My right 
hand Until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your 
feet.” 
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In Hebrew, the opening is literally, “A declaration of 
Yahweh to my Adonai.” Because of a Jewish refusal to 
say the name of Almighty God aloud, we, following 
them, change Yahweh, to “Lord” in our Bibles. The 
word Adonai means lord and so we translate that as, 
wait for it… You guessed it… Lord. The way you tell the 
difference is when the word lord is standing in for 
Yahweh it is all small caps. 
 
Notice carefully in your Bible. In verse 1, one lord is all 
small caps and the other is normal. 
 
So, what it is saying is that Almighty God made a 
declaration about the coming Messiah, Whom David 
called his own Adonai, or Lord. That’s the important bit 
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for our passage today, but what else did King David 
record under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit? Isn’t this 
fun? We’re learning stuff, or relearning, or at least 
being reminded of stuff… Well, there’s more!)  2The 
Lord will stretch forth Your strong scepter from Zion, 
saying, “Rule in the midst of Your enemies.”  

 
(That means that He’s a King, like His forefather 
David)… Down in verse 4, 4The Lord has sworn and 
will not change His mind, “You are a priest forever 
According to the order of Melchizedek.” 
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He’s a King and a Priest. Continuing in verse 5… 5The 
Lord is at Your right hand; He will shatter kings in the 
day of His wrath. Here’s where a lot of people get 
confused. Notice which Lord it is Who will do the 
shattering in the “Day of His wrath.” It is the Adonai - 
the Messiah. Remember He is placed at the right hand 
of Yahweh, so Yahweh cannot be at His right hand.  
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The Messiah will be a King and a Priest and a Warrior. 
Verse 6, 6He will judge among the nations.  
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This is eschatological, meaning it refers to an eternal 
judgment… Who can judge people eternally? Right 
only God. If the Jewish experts had looked closely, 
they would have had the answer to Jesus’ question… 
Only God can judge in that way. The reason David 
calls his descendant his Lord is because his 
descendant will be God made flesh. Why must it be 
that way? Because my friends as King David wrote in 
the 3rd Psalm, “Salvation belongs to the Lord” (Psalm 
3:8).  
 
Only God Himself, can Save us. He chose to 
unilaterally provide a path to eternity in His presence 
through His own personal sacrifice… Do we accept the 
gift offered as it is, or do we demand a different gift? 
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One more point about the Psalms I think we should at 
least touch on… Psalm 110 starts out in the NASB in 
verse 1 with, “The Lord says to my Lord.” That is 
misleading. Almost all English Bibles are similar in the 
opening. If your Bible says nothing about David within 
verse 1, it is likewise, misleading. What you’ll have 
instead, is a title, or a heading, or comment in the 
margin, or a footnote, or an opening phrase that comes 
before verse 1 starts, that will say something like, “A 

Psalm of David.” ד ְז֥מֹורמְִִַַׁ֫לָדוִִׁ֗  (lĕ-dow-ēd mĭz-mŏr). 

 
We know, and I often remind us, that commentary, 
notes, headings, cross-references, etc., are not God-
breathed Scripture… Only the Scripture is Scripture. 
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In the original Hebrew there were no verse divisions. In 
the original Hebrew, the title telling us that it was a 
Psalm written by King David, is part of the text itself. 

The Psalm just starts with, ד ְז֥מֹורְַלָדוִִׁ֗ מִִׁ֫  (lĕ-dow-ēd mĭz-

mŏr) “A Psalm of David,” or David’s Psalm. 
 
When the chapter and verse divisions in the Bible were 
created about 500 years ago, they decided to separate 
out the reference to David, making it part of the title for 
the Psalm, rather than part of verse 1. They did that for 
all 73 of the Psalms that David wrote. This is one 
example where the title of, at least these 73 Psalms, is 
Scripture. 
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Once the opening words of David’s 73 Psalms were 
separated from the text of each Psalm, it was easy to 
ignore the fact, that he wrote those Psalms. It was easy 
to believe that the Psalms were written for him, instead 
of by him. When we see the title outside of the verses, 
we can easily agree that the title is just a title and may 
concede the point. Why do I bring it up? Well, I already 
said that while our Matthew passage seems simple at 
first blush, people try to twist it to fit their opinion. 
 
Since the time of Jesus, people have tried to discredit 
Jesus’ point made with His question. It isn’t His 
question explicitly; it is His implied point. He never said 
His question referred to Him explicitly, but anyone with 
any sense knows that it was His implied point. Jesus 
demonstrated that the Messiah, the Christ, would not 
merely be a flesh and blood human descendant of King 
David. The implication ultimately was that Jesus was 
“God with us.” 
Those who refuse to see Jesus as Divine, do all they 
can to refute even the implied possibility. Here they do 
it by saying that David never wrote the Psalm in 
question. 
 
A Psalm written by David, versus a Psalm written for 
David. Why is that a big deal? If the 110th Psalm was 
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written by anyone other than King David himself, then 
Jesus, and His entire audience that day, were all 
wrong. Please recognize the importance of the details 
when it comes to God’s Word. 
 
If anyone other than David wrote verse 1, it simply 
becomes God said to my Lord King David, instead of 
Almighty God declared to King David’s Lord. 
 

 
In life, you really need to know where to take your 
stand, when to fight the battle, what hill to die on. In 
flying jets, there is a go, no go, point in the takeoff run. 
A point of no return, so to speak. There comes a place, 
technically a predetermined speed for the available 
runway, where you can no longer stop in the runway 



26 

 
remaining. Before that, you can change your mind 
about flying and stop. After that, we’re going flying 
because stopping is no longer an option. It’s an 
important concept in general. 
 
Most people stop when they should go and go when 
they should stop… Primarily because we allow our 
emotions to rule our decisions. 
 

 
If you get a steady diet of either far left, or far right 
media, you are being manipulated to keep tuning in. 
How? Why? The media is all about making money and 
the easiest way to make money is to have rabidly loyal 
followers. The easiest way to accomplish that is to play 
on people’s emotions. 
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Maybe I just irritated you. Maybe you think I’m wrong… 
Okay, let’s take a little test. After consuming the content 
of politically charged commentators… Is your 
emotional state higher? Are you angrier, more upset, 
more frustrated, more resigned, more fearful? And 
here’s the key, are you even more likely to tune in to 
their program again? 
 
These media talking heads are used car salesmen. 
They not only want an audience, but they also want a 
loyal audience, they want their fans to trust them. How 
better to sell you something that to talk about the direst 
conspiracies as one friend to another, and then slip in a 
plug for Norton Antivirus. 
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Not only is it all smoke and mirrors, but it’s also dividing 
our country. You want America to be strong? We are 
never weaker than when we are fighting each other. It 
is precisely what the enemy wants. Beyond that my 
friends, when we tune into a program that gets our 
blood boiling and juices flowing, it becomes addictive… 
You can be addicted to these programs. 
 
When it comes to Christianity, we need to know what 
things are of little consequence and what things are of 
major concern. We so frequently fight battles that don’t 
matter, while completely ignoring battles that do matter, 
simply because are distracted by the fight we’re in. 
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Did David write the Psalm? We can discuss that from a 
Jewish, Old Testament perspective, but in this case, it 
is already settled, because Jesus said David wrote it. 
Either David did write it, or Jesus was wrong… Take 
your pick, but never think you can have it both ways. 
 

 
Verse 46 of our Matthew passage says, “No one was 
able to answer Him a word, nor did anyone dare from 
that day on to ask Him another question.” We also 
know, from Mark’s account that, “The large crowd 
enjoyed listening to Him” (Mark 12:37). 


