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1) Did Jesus make His parable an allegory by explaining it? 
 
2) What is the “Field” in the “Wheat and Tares” parable? Can it stand for the church? 
Can it stand for the individual Christian? 
 
3) What shout the wheat do about the tares? What about the workers? 
 

 
The impact of any parable is greatest when no ____________________ is necessary. 
Like the parable Nathan told King David (II Samuel 12:1-15). 
 

Or the Rabbi Gamaliel and Caesar. 
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Parables were a standard way of ___________________ ideas in those days. People 
back then were far more _____________ than we are today and far better at 
_____________________ information. Stories that made a point were hugely popular. 
 
MATTHEW 13:24-30 ~ 24NASBJesus presented another parable to them, saying, “The 
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field. 
25“But while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed tares among the 
wheat, and went away. 26“But when the wheat sprouted and bore grain, then the tares 
became evident also. 27“The slaves of the landowner came and said to him, ‘Sir, did 
you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have tares?’ 28“And he said to 
them, ‘An enemy has done this!’ The slaves said to him, ‘Do you want us, then, to go 
and gather them up?’ 29“But he said, ‘No; for while you are gathering up the tares, you 
may uproot the wheat with them. 30‘Allow both to grow together until the harvest; and in 
the time of the harvest I will say to the reapers, “First gather up the tares and bind them 
in bundles to burn them up; but gather the wheat into my barn.” ’ ” 
 
Again, if we need an ________________, it loses much of its impact. Skipping verses 
31-35 for now, we pick it up in verse 36… 
 
MATTHEW 13:36-43 ~ 36NASBThen He left the crowds and went into the house. And 
His disciples came to Him and said, “Explain to us the parable of the tares of the field.” 
37And He said, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man, 38and the field is 
the world; and as for the good seed, these are the sons of the kingdom; and the tares 
are the sons of the evil one; 39and the enemy who sowed them is the devil, and the 
harvest is the end of the age; and the reapers are angels. 40“So just as the tares are 
gathered up and burned with fire, so shall it be at the end of the age. 41“The Son of 
Man will send forth His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all stumbling 
blocks, and those who commit lawlessness, 42and will throw them into the furnace of 
fire; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43“Then the righteous will 
shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.  
  
Notice that the big impact point relates to the fact that while good coexists with evil, it 
does so with God’s express __________________… For now. 
 

How many different outcomes are there?  
 
 
 
Inclusivity of Christianity –  

 
Whoever believes will have eternal life (John 3:15-18). 
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Exclusivity of Christianity –  
 

Jesus is the One Mediator between God and mankind (I Timothy 2:5).  
 
No person will ever come to the Heavenly Father except through Jesus (John 
14:6).  
 
Jesus paid the price no human could and only through His active agency can 
there be right relationship with Almighty God (Hebrews chapter 10, etc.).  

 
 
 
 
 
The parable addresses a fundamental question: What about __________?  
 
 
 
 
 
Strictly speaking, this parable is not about the ____________, nor is it about the 
______________. Jesus was addressing Jews in various states of openness. Some 
may have been saying, “If you’re the Messiah, why isn’t everyone, especially our 
religious leaders, recognizing You as such and joining You?” 
 

Jesus, through this parable, was pointedly telling the crowd, not every Jew, is 
a child of God. 

 
 
 
 

Fill out the other side, detach this part of the page, and place it in the 
offering plate or the prayer/suggestion box in the lobby or with an Elder or 
Deacon of the church. 

 
God Bless You! 
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Jesus said the same thing even more bluntly (John 8:42-47). Jesus did all He could to 
reach the Jewish people. The problem was, most of them were only Jews in 
___________, not in ___________. 
 

It was not a __________ problem. The prophets had been saying the same 
thing for millennia. 

 
 
 
 
 
The “Kingdom of Heaven” is like. That’s what the parable is about. We think of a 
kingdom as a realm, like the Kingdom of Great Britain. It’s an area and a people. That 
is a ________________ way to think of the “Kingdom of Heaven,” which emphasizes a 
_____________, not a realm. The “Kingdom of Heaven,” is for now, the fully 
accepted/embraced, reign of Christ Jesus. 
 
 
 
The “Tares” are unregenerate opposers to God’s purposes for them (Luke 7:30). 
Notice, it is never said, “Bad seed,” but rather “Tares.”  
 
Does Jesus define the sleeping workers? 
 

Greek word ζιζάνιον (dzē-dzä-nē-ŏn), refers to what we call darnel.  

 
Notice that it is ______________ who will send forth His angels to reap. 
 
Heaven can be defined as our _______________ Kingdom.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Check all that apply – detach and place in the offering or the prayer box 
 

_____ I want to talk with the pastor about ___________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want prayer for _________________________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want to volunteer to _____________________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want more information about ______________________________________________ 
 

_____ Other __________________________________________________________________ 
 

Name ______________________ Address _________________________________________ 
 

Phone ______________________ Email ___________________________________________ 
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Alêtheia ~ Matthew 13c ~ 111019 

 
Happy 244th Birthday Marines: 
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Veterans, thanks for your service to our nation:  
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Matthew chapter 13: 

Last week we looked more closely at the Parable of the 
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Sower and spent some time talking about Jesus’ 
rationale for using parables in His teaching.  
 
When we think of parables as secretly coded 
messages that are designed to obscure meaning in 
some clandestine effort to keep outsiders from 
understanding, we get a distorted view of Jesus’ 
explanation. 
 
Our interpretation becomes the opposite of the true 
meaning. Without going over all of it again, let me just 
say, that the point was that, even with the added aid to 
understanding that parables provide – in other words, 
even with Jesus’ Message being made as simple as 
possible through His use of parables – the people still 
did not accept Him. 
 
It’s not that they couldn’t understand Him literally – it 
was that they chose not to embrace Him personally. 
Basically, they didn’t believe Him… At least not enough 
to become His disciples. 
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It has to do with the type of Message He was 
presenting. It wasn’t just information; it was a call to 
action… From God. Some of you responded to a call to 
arms from Uncle Sam – thanks, but how much more 
important to properly respond to Jesus’ call to arms?  
 
Because it is a call to action, anyone not accepting 
Jesus’ Message to the point that they would act – to 
the point that they would begin producing real evidence 
of that acceptance – was in effect, a person failing to 
understand Him. Such people are blind, deaf and hard-
hearted. 
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Beyond Jesus’ disclosure for why the people didn’t get 
Him, Jesus explained the parable to His Disciples in 
detail. It may, or may not, have been necessary, but the 
point was, to those who were eager to understand 
Jesus, more would be given. They would receive even 
more clarification to ensure that there was no 
misunderstanding. Will we likewise strive for the Truth? 
 

Because people through the ages have missed that 
rationale, they have erroneously gotten the idea that it 
was more of an allegory, than a parable. Worse, they 
saw it as a license to further allegorize the parable 
beyond the designations Jesus gave. Even worse than 
that, people have seen it as a green light to allegorize 
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all of Jesus’ other parables, analogies, metaphors, 
examples and even His plain language statements. In 
this painting from about 1565 by Titian the three heads 
stand allegorically for past, present and future. 
 
With so many people over the centuries coming up with 
ever-more creative ways to interpret the signs and 
symbols, types and images, elements and characters, 
of Jesus’ teaching, is it any wonder that no one can 
agree? 
 
His parable was not an allegory. The fact that He 
explained it actually detracts from the parable. So why 
did He do it? It was done just to make sure that the 
Disciples, then and now, were on the right track. 
 
It works as it was intended when we keep in mind what 
a parable is and what it is not. It fails to work, when we 
mistakenly think Jesus’ parables are open to 
interpretation as allegories. 
 
The impact of any parable is greatest when no 
explanation is necessary. Like the parable that Nathan 
told King David. “You are the man” (II Samuel 12:1-15). 
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I’ll give you another parable (slightly redacted by me) to 
show you what I mean. The Rabbi Gamaliel, who was 
the Apostle Paul’s Rabbinic mentor, had an encounter 
with the Roman Emperor. Caesar said to Gamaliel, 
“Your God is a thief.” “How so,” the great Rabbi 
responded. “He took Adam’s rib without his 
knowledge,” Caesar replied.  Gamaliel answered with a 
parable… “Because you love your daughter you decide 
to give her an ornate, priceless gold pitcher for her 
room. Later your daughter comes to you in a panic and 
asks to see the Commander of your Praetorian Guard 
immediately. ‘Why you ask her?’ ‘Because a thief broke 
into the palace last night,’ she blurts out. ‘What was 
taken,’ you ask. She tells you ‘The thief stole a silver 
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pitcher from my room, leaving an ornate gold one in its 
place.’” 
 
You get that. It makes a nice impression because it is 
easy to grasp and has a single point of comparison to 
make the point with a certain impact and panache.  
 
Can you see that if Gamaliel had to explain the 
symbolic meaning of the thief, his daughter, the silver 
pitcher and the gold one, he would have lost the power 
of his point? 
 
Can you also see that pressing analogies too far 
causes problems – Eve being compared to an 
inanimate object someone owns, even if it is a 
priceless gold pitcher? Caesar’s daughter standing for 
Adam – that’s weird. God Almighty being compared to 
a Roman Emperor, or worse, to a thief?  
 
Can you see the folly of asking questions unrelated to 
the story as told? What if the silver pitcher had 
sentimental value to the daughter one might ask? What 
if the daughter didn’t like pitchers that were too 
ornamental? The parable works when we just take it 
how it was intended… “Caesar, you’re a moron. God 
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gave Adam a perfect lifelong companion for one lousy 
rib!”  
 

Parables were not a unique feature of Jesus’ ministry. 
Sometimes people think that parables were a special 
kind of Biblical example that was new and unusual – 
something Jesus invented for the purpose of being 
cryptic.  
 
Parables were a standard way of communicating ideas 
in those days. While the Greeks turned parables into 
an artform and the Romans tweaked them into 
pragmatic everyday examples, the Jews were no 
strangers to them, even before Alexander the Great 
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and Julius Caesar brought their influences to bear. We 
see many parables in the Old Testament and the 
Rabbis, before, during and after, Jesus’ day, loved to 
use them. 
 
Please recognize that the people back then were well 
acquainted with parables as teaching tools and were 
well versed in sussing out their meaning. These people 
didn’t have movies, T.V., video games, restaurants, and 
malls to occupy their time. More to the point, they didn’t 
read or write, they didn’t have local libraries, 
newspapers, magazines or the internet. No cell 
phones, tablets or Kindles either.  
 
That means two things… First, they were far more 
verbal than we are today. The second thing is because 
of illiteracy and the lack of anything to read even if you 
had the ability… What they knew, they had 
remembered. Naturally, the more dramatic the 
information, the more memorable it was. Stories that 
made a point were especially popular. 
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They had all sorts of creative mnemonic devices, which 
is to say, aids to memorization. This allowed them to 
retain important information and be able to accurately 
share it with others. It was still a largely oral society 
then and they were good at listening, remembering and 
repeating. 
 
Parables were wonderful to assist the audience in 
getting a point and keeping it. I’m quite certain that 
many, probably most, if not all, of the people 
understood precisely what Jesus was driving at as they 
listened to His opening parable. The problem wasn’t 
their ability to comprehend His meaning, the problem 
was their willingness to embrace it. They got what He 
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was saying; they just didn’t find it compelling. They 
didn’t agree – they were unmoved. Their hard hearts 
prevented them from allowing His parable to change 
their attitude. 
 
Now Jesus gives the crowd three more parables that 
explain concepts related to the Kingdom of God that 
He had been preaching to them. In a very real way, 
these parables answer questions and objections the 
people had no doubt voiced. 
 

Matthew 13:24-30 ~ 24NASBJesus presented another 
parable to them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may 
be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his 
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field. 25“But while his men were sleeping, his enemy 
came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went 
away. 26“But when the wheat sprouted and bore grain, 
then the tares became evident also. 27“The slaves of 
the landowner came and said to him, ‘Sir, did you not 
sow good seed in your field? How then does it have 
tares?’ 28“And he said to them, ‘An enemy has done 
this!’ The slaves said to him, ‘Do you want us, then, to 
go and gather them up?’ 29“But he said, ‘No; for while 
you are gathering up the tares, you may uproot the 
wheat with them. 30‘Allow both to grow together until 
the harvest; and in the time of the harvest I will say to 
the reapers, “First gather up the tares and bind them in 
bundles to burn them up; but gather the wheat into my 
barn.” ’ ” 
 
This is a cool parable and again, if we need an 
explanation it loses much of its impact. Nevertheless, 
Jesus does explain it after giving a couple more related 
parables. Let’s just skip them for now, so we can fully 
digest this first one. So, skipping verses 31-35, we pick 
it up in verse 36… 
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Matthew 13:36-43 ~ 36NASBThen He left the crowds 
and went into the house. And His disciples came to 
Him and said, “Explain to us the parable of the tares of 
the field.” 37And He said, “The one who sows the good 
seed is the Son of Man, 38and the field is the world; 
and as for the good seed, these are the sons of the 
kingdom; and the tares are the sons of the evil one; 
39and the enemy who sowed them is the devil, and the 
harvest is the end of the age; and the reapers are 
angels. 40“So just as the tares are gathered up and 
burned with fire, so shall it be at the end of the age. 
41“The Son of Man will send forth His angels, and they 
will gather out of His kingdom all stumbling blocks, and 
those who commit lawlessness, 42and will throw them 
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into the furnace of fire; in that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43“Then the righteous 
will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. He who has ears, let him hear.  
  

There’s a lot here. Notice that the big impact point 
relates to the fact that while good coexists with evil, it 
does so with God’s express consent… For now. 
 
Never fear, there will come an inevitable day when 
everything will be properly sorted out. Everyone will be 
revealed for who they truly are.  
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And how many different outcomes are there? Two – 
once again, not only are there are only two possible 
outcomes; they are outcomes that are lightyears apart. 
Outcomes that are diametrically opposed and on 
opposite ends of the spectrum. A spectrum that 
contains absolutely nothing in-between. It’s either “The 
furnace of fire” where there’s “Weeping and gnashing 
of teeth,” or it’s the place where “Righteousness will 
shine forth as the sun” forever. That’s it – no other 
possibilities exist. 
 
It’s important for people today to understand the 
INCLUSIVITY of Christianity – Salvation, and the 
resultant eternity in God’s perfect presence, is every bit 
as available to any person, as it is to any other person. 
It is an inclusive opportunity for all people, with no one 
excluded for any reason. That’s important, but in our 
day and age, it’s perhaps even more important, to 
understand the EXCLUSIVITY of Christianity. It is 
either, you are a Christian, or you are bound for eternal 
damnation. There are no other paths to God. The Bible 
declares that there is one and only one mediator 
between God and mankind and that is Christ Jesus (I 
Timothy 2:5). Jesus Himself declared that no person 
will ever come to the Heavenly Father except through 
Him (John 14:6). The central Message of the Bible is 
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that Jesus paid the price no human could and only 
through His active agency can there be right 
relationship with Almighty God (Hebrews chapter 10, 
etc.). That is as exclusive as it can get… Christian or 
bust.   
 
Well, believe it or not, that was a message that was 
just as vital for people to grasp in Jesus’ day as it is 
now. The Jewish people were well acquainted with the 
four major branches of Judaism and how they differed 
widely from one another. Beyond that, they were 
inundated by a flood of admixtures of Jewish, secular, 
folk and/or pagan beliefs. Much as today, there were all 
sorts of possibilities on the religious menu to suit any 
taste.   
 
Many of the people listening to Jesus probably saw His 
offering as just another variation on the theme. A 
slightly different path, method, or we could say, 
denomination, in order to reach God.  
 
Jesus didn’t want there to be any confusion about His 
Message in that regard. He existed as pure Truth – He 
spoke pure Truth – everything that deviated from His 
Message, wasn’t merely another way to look at it – it 
was false, wrong, evil. 
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Be one with Jesus fully and forever, or live out eternity 
in the “Outer darkness” (Matthew 8:12) swimming in 
“The lake of fire that burns with brimstone” (Revelation 
19:20). Those are the choices. 
 
The parable addresses a fundamental question that 
has plagued people from then till now. How can the 
Kingdom of God be here, now – and there be so much 
evil all around? Taken more generally, it is the age-old 
question of the existence of evil. 
 
Perhaps evil can exist, but if God has sent His 
Messiah, and especially now, if Christ has already 
conquered sin and death, how can evil flourish? 
 
More to the point for Christians is how can bad things 
still happen to us, if we are God’s beloved children? A 
more mature question is how can evil exist inside the 
church, and even more mature than that, how can evil 
still exist within me, if I’m filled by the Holy Spirit? 
 
Let me first say, that strictly speaking, this parable is 
not about the church, nor is it about the individual child 
of God. We will look at both of those things in applying 
the passage, but please understand that the original 
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meaning and therefore the correct interpretation is not 
about either of them. 
 
Again, context tells us what we need to know. Jesus 
was addressing the crowd. People in various states of 
openness, but more importantly, Jews in various states 
of openness to the One Who was purportedly their 
Messiah. 
 
Some of the crowd may have been saying, “If you’re 
the Messiah, why isn’t everyone, why isn’t every Jew, 
and especially, why isn’t every Priest, Rabbi, and 
Scribe, recognizing You as such and joining You?” 
 
“How can You say the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand, 
when nearly everyone is opposed to You?” The 
religious leaders have not only rejected You, they are, 
at this very moment, plotting how to execute You?” 
 
Jesus, through this parable, was pointedly telling the 
crowd, not every Jew is a child of God. 
 
Through a wonderfully vivid story, Jesus just told His 
huge audience that the reason they didn’t embrace His 
teaching, and so, embrace Him, was because the Devil 
was their father. 
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The people were not dumb… I’m quite sure the 
meaning wasn’t lost on them. 
 
Later in His ministry Jesus will say the same thing even 
more bluntly. As an example, we have John 8:42-47, 
42NIVJesus said to them, “If God were your Father, 
you would love me, for I have come here from God. I 
have not come on my own; God sent me. 43Why is my 
language not clear to you? Because you are unable to 
hear what I say. 44You belong to your father, the devil, 
and you want to carry out your father’s desires. He was 
a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, 
for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his 
native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 
45Yet because I tell the truth, you do not believe me! 
46Can any of you prove me guilty of sin? If I am telling 
the truth, why don’t you believe me? 47Whoever 
belongs to God hears what God says. The reason you 
do not hear is that you do not belong to God.”  
 
That’s not how you win friends and influence people. 
During His earthly ministry, Jesus used every rhetorical 
device and every graphic example at His disposal in 
order to reach the Jewish people. The problem was, 
most of them were only Jews in name, not in heart. 
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It was not a new problem. The prophets had been 
saying the same thing for millennia beforehand. 
 

The “Kingdom of Heaven” is like. That’s what the 
parable is about, the “Kingdom of heaven.” What does 
that term mean? It is not intuitively obvious to a human 
mind. Nothing concerning God is, and that’s one way 
we know that humans didn’t invent the God of the 
Bible. Give to receive, die to live, be humble to be 
elevated, forgive to be forgiven, perform because 
you’re already accepted, not in order to be accepted… 
Human logic fails us. 
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We think of a kingdom as a realm, like the Kingdom of 
Great Britain. It’s a defined area and it is a people. A 
kingdom is a geopolitical entity. That is a backwards 
way to think of the “Kingdom of Heaven,” which 
emphasizes a reign, not a realm. 
 
The “Kingdom of Heaven,” is the proper, uncontested, 
reign of God. For now, more specifically, it is the fully 
accepted, or embraced, reign of Christ Jesus. 
 
The “Sower,” is the Word of God incarnate, so 
technically, “The Son of Man” – Jesus, then and there. 
 
 “Field” is the world. World is a general term for the 
whole world of mankind, as well as subsets within that 
sphere – more on this later. 
 
The “Good seed,” is people who freely and fully submit 
to the “Kingdom of Heaven,” which is to say, to the rule 
of Jesus. 
 
The “Tares” are unregenerate opposers to God’s 
purposes for them (Luke 7:30). Notice, it is never said, 
“Bad seed,” but rather “Tares,” meaning weeds. Satan 
doesn’t create people, but he’s the father of weeds. 
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The “Harvest” is the final Judgment where each person 
is either cast into the Lake of Fire or welcomed into 
God’s Holy presence forever.  
 
Notice that Jesus doesn’t define the sleeping workers. 
Historically, people have corrected His oversight by 
saying they are the church leaders who, because they 
are spiritually asleep, have let evil into the church. 
 
Again, please don’t press these things beyond their 
intent. Take it for what it is and then apply the principle 
involved. 
  
Beyond losing the impact of the parable when we 
dissect it, we also begin to encounter areas of 
imperfect comparison. There are things in the story that 
are inconsistent and others that are unlikely and still 
others that cause confusion. It is because no example, 
analogy, or parable perfectly corresponds to the real-
life situation being illuminated. 
 
Jesus didn’t intend His audience then, nor His 
audience now, to carefully scrutinize the details of the 
parable – He wanted us to feel the impact of the 
primary point. 
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So, we could talk about the weeds. The fact that the 
Greek word ζιζάνιον (dzē-dzä-nē-ŏn), refers to what we 
call darnel, which is a weed that looks nearly identical 
to wheat, early on. As it matures the difference 
becomes more obvious and the real give away is the 
black grains it produces when fully grown.  
 
Darnel is very susceptible to a fungus that is poisonous 
to humans. Its scientific name is LOLIUM 
TEMULENTUM, from Latin meaning tufted grass and 
drunk. A little can make a person light-headed, a little 
more, can be fatal. Again, not from the grain itself, but 
from the fungus it hosts.   
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A farmer wouldn’t typically notice the difference until 
the plants were fairly well established. In fact, a Greek 
document from about 300 B.C. tells us that it was their 
belief then, that darnel was actually wheat that was 
somehow transformed into darnel during the growing 
process.  
 
Anyway, by the time it was noticed the roots of the 
darnel and the wheat would be close enough together 
and even interwoven with each other to the point that 
pulling the darnel, would no doubt result in pulling a lot 
of the wheat as well. 
 
Of course, you could just cut the darnel. How would 
harvesting it later, be better than cutting it before it had 
a chance to produce seeds? See how that’s not part of 
the story? See why we don’t press these things? That 
option is not possible, because of the way Jesus 
framed the parable.  
 
Additionally, the typical farming practice when the 
darnel was already mature was to carefully harvest the 
wheat first and only after the wheat was secure, did 
they go back and destroy the darnel. Jesus has them 
doing the opposite in His story, because He was 
stressing the point that the owner of the field was not 
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only well aware of each and every darnel plant, He was 
going to go to extraordinary lengths to ensure that 
every one of them was cut down and burned up. In 
addition, putting the wheat last is a rhetorical way of 
emphasizing its importance over the weeds. 
 
Never look too closely at analogous speech. Even so, 
looking at the particulars can be fun. I just want to 
make sure that we don’t lose sight of the fact that there 
really are only two possible destinations and we need 
to do whatever it takes, to make sure that we are 
wheat, producing a good crop, rather than darnel, 
imitating wheat. Jesus said, “He who has ears, let him 
hear.” 
 
I’ll indulge in a quick expansion… As wheat produces a 
crop that sustains life, darnel produces a crop that is 
poisonous and results in death. 
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Let me point out two more interesting features. The first 
comes in verse 41. Notice that it is Jesus, who will 
send forth His angels to gather up and burn the weeds. 
Only God has angels and only God can send the 
Reapers of Judgment Day forth. In the privacy of a 
home, surrounded by His disciples, Jesus plainly 
equated Himself with God. 
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The second one comes in the final verse. Jesus says 
that the seed sown by God will persevere until the end 
and will “Shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father.” Jesus opened this parable with “The kingdom 
of heaven may be compared…” The change in 
language makes it clear that this is the completed 
Kingdom after Jesus has handed it all over to the 
Father and what’s really cool is that Heaven can be 
defined as our Father’s Kingdom. Our Father, yours 
and mine, our Father’s Kingdom where we will be 
members of the royal household forever. 


