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1) What kind of a sign were they asking to see? 
 
2) What does “Three days and three nights” mean? 
 
3) What is the significance of Gentiles in the two examples? 
 
MATTHEW 12:38 ~ 38NASBThen some of the scribes and Pharisees said to Him, 
“Teacher, we want to see a sign from You.”  
 
What they are asking for was a supernatural event of true Biblical proportions. Like 
God’s sign to King Hezekiah in turning back __________ (II Kings 20:8-11, Isaiah 
38:7&8). Like God’s sign to Moses in speaking from a _____________ ________ 
(Exodus 3:2-6, 13-15). Like God’s sign in ______________ the Red Sea for the 
Children of Israel (Exodus 14:21). Like God’s sign in giving the people ____________ 
from Heaven (Exodus 16:13-36).  
 

They were asking for some completely ___________________ supernatural 
manipulation of the natural world, not by Jesus, but by ________ Himself, to 
prove that Jesus was His Anointed One. 
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As the Messiah, surely You are greater than Elijah, who called down ________ out of 
Heaven (II Kings 1:10, 18:38). Surely You are greater than Joshua, who had the Lord 
stop the _______ and the ________ in their tracks (Joshua 10:12-14). Surely You are 
greater than Samuel, who called down __________ and _______ in the dry season (I 
Samuel 12:17&18). 
 
 
 
 
 
MATTHEW 12:39-42 ~ 39NASBBut He answered and said to them, “An evil and 
adulterous generation craves for a sign; and yet no sign will be given to it but the sign 
of Jonah the prophet; 40for just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of 
the sea monster, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of 
the earth. 41“The men of Nineveh will stand up with this generation at the judgment, 
and will condemn it because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and behold, 
something greater than Jonah is here. 42“The Queen of the South will rise up with this 
generation at the judgment and will condemn it, because she came from the ends of 
the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and behold, something greater than 
Solomon is here. 
 
_______________ had asked Jesus for a similar sign and Jesus told him, “You shall 
not put the Lord your God to the test,” quoting Deuteronomy 6:16 (Matthew 4:7). How 
does Malachi 3:10 compare? 
 

Both mean, ___________ God. 
 
 
 
 
 
Signs bolster faith and harden unbelief. A Miracle is only a miracle to the person who 
______________ it as a miracle. 
 

Deuteronomy 13:1-3, basically says, “A sign or wonder” can be _________ 
and so it should not be the _____________ for Truth.  

 
To the Pharisees, Jesus was encouraging the people to 
_________________ God’s commands. 
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So many Christians are so opinionated - so certain of their ideas, interpretations and 
doctrines. So rigid in their stance, so unyielding and unteachable. They, like the 
_______________, cannot recognize the vast chasm between what the Bible actually 
says, and what they think it says. 
 

There is a reason that God requires ___________ for Salvation.  
 

The Jewish leaders “Craved a sign,” because they didn’t really 
___________ God. 

 
 
 
 
 
“An evil and adulterous generation” is one in which trust in God and the relationship 
that kind of trust fosters, is supplanted by trust in religion and the trust in one’s own 
_______________ and in one’s own ___________.  
 

Christianity isn’t about God rewarding good people - it’s about God forgiving 
bad people (Sam Allberry). 

 
 
 
 
 
First, Jesus quoted Jonah chapter 2. God provided a ______________ prepared fish. 

Technically a ג  in Hebrew, κῆτος (kā-tŏs), in Greek. Jonah was in its belly for ,(däg) דָּ

three and three nights” (Jonah 1:17). 
 
 
 
 
 

Fill out the other side, detach this part of the page, and place it in the 
offering plate or the prayer/suggestion box in the lobby or with an Elder or 
Deacon of the church. 

 
God Bless You! 
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To the people then, the “Sign of Jonah,” specifically dealt with God _______________ 
him from the grave within three days.  

 
John 11:17, 17NIVOn his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in 
the tomb for four days. Verse 39, 39NIV“Take away the stone,” he said. “But, 
Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad 
odor, for he has been there four days.” With a word, Jesus commanded 
Lazarus to come out and he did. 

 
Not only, did it not literally mean three full days and three full nights, as in 72 
hours of time, it didn’t mean a time period at all. It meant that specific 
______________ to hades and back again.  

 
In I Samuel 30:11-&12, David comes across an Egyptian who had been left 
for dead. It says, “He had not eaten bread or drunk water for three days and 
three nights.” This good man was essentially in hades, and was brought back. 
His journey was over in less than… 

 
Matthew saw no contradiction. Matthew 16:21 & 27:63. The entire early 
church saw no controversy. 

 
The Pharisees and Scribes got it.  

 
Second, Jesus used the episode told in both II Chronicles 9 and I Kings 10, where the 
Queen of ___________ came to meet King _______________. 
 

She travelled a tremendous distance just to hear Solomon and now the 
______________ was speaking, and the Jewish leaders were uninterested. 

 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Check all that apply – detach and place in the offering or the prayer box 
 

_____ I want to talk with the pastor about ___________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want prayer for _________________________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want to volunteer to _____________________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want more information about ______________________________________________ 
 

_____ Other __________________________________________________________________ 
 

Name ______________________ Address _________________________________________ 
 

Phone ______________________ Email ___________________________________________ 
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Alêtheia ~ Matthew 12d ~ 091519 

Matthew 12:38 ~ 38NASBThen some of the scribes 
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and Pharisees said to Him, “Teacher, we want to see a 
sign from You.”  
 
In context, Jesus had performed many miracles 
including a dramatic healing and exorcism of a blind, 
mute and demon-possessed man.  
 
The restoration of his sight, and his speech, along with 
the expulsion of the demon, was somehow so stunning 
to the crowds, they actively considered whether Jesus 
really was the Messiah even though He didn’t meet 
many of their expectations. 
 
The religious leaders were so certain in their refusal to 
go there, they had no choice but to attribute the grand 
and good, supernatural event, to the power of Satan, 
instead of to the power of the Holy Spirit.  
 
Jesus told them that their words, calling the good of 
God, the evil of Satan, was a spiritual death sentence. 
Their words revealed their heart to be hardened 
against God and the testimony He was bearing that 
Jesus was the Christ. 
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Refuse to embrace that reality and it is impossible to 
be forgiven, because you’ve refused the only means of 
forgiveness. 
 
They respond. “Look, show us a sign and then we’ll 
believe.” Specifically, the request is attributed to the 
Scribes. The Scribes were the Biblical Scholars of the 
day. They were the experts in the details of the 
Scripture. 
 

What they are asking for was not another healing, or 
another exorcism, or another supernatural feat, like 
pigs drowning in a lake, water becoming wine. 
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What they wanted was a supernatural event of true 
Biblical proportions. Like God’s sign to King Hezekiah 
in turning back time (II Kings 20:8-11, Isaiah 38:7&8). 
Like God’s sign to Moses in speaking from a Burning 
Bush (Exodus 3:2-6, 13-15). Like God’s sign in parting 
the Red Sea for the Children of Israel (Exodus 14:21). 
Like God’s sign in giving the people Manna from 
Heaven (Exodus 16:13-36).  
 
They were asking for some completely undeniable 
supernatural manipulation of the natural world, not by 
Jesus, but by God Himself, to prove that Jesus was His 
Anointed One. 
 
The tenor of the question means that it was not a 
sincere request. It was essentially, we know You are 
not the guy, and to prove that we’re right, go ahead and 
ask God to do something irrefutable, unassailable 
incontrovertible - something so incredible no one could 
possibly deny it, or by extension, deny You. 
 
As the Messiah, surely You are greater than Elijah, who 
called down fire out of Heaven (II Kings 1:10, 18:38). 
Surely You are greater than Joshua, who had the Lord 
stop the sun and the moon in their tracks (Joshua 
10:12-14). Surely You are greater than Samuel, who 
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called down thunder and rain in the dry season (I 
Samuel 12:17&18). Do something at least that obvious 
and dramatic - we will not believe until we see God 
confirm You in such a fashion. 
 
Matthew 12:39-42 ~ 39NASBBut He answered and 
said to them, “An evil and adulterous generation craves 
for a sign; and yet no sign will be given to it but the sign 
of Jonah the prophet; 40for just as Jonah was three 
days and three nights in the belly of the sea monster, 
so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights 
in the heart of the earth. 41“The men of Nineveh will 
stand up with this generation at the judgment, and will 
condemn it because they repented at the preaching of 
Jonah; and behold, something greater than Jonah is 
here. 42“The Queen of the South will rise up with this 
generation at the judgment and will condemn it, 
because she came from the ends of the earth to hear 
the wisdom of Solomon; and behold, something greater 
than Solomon is here. 
 
Satan had asked Jesus for a similar sign and Jesus 
told the King of Evil, “You shall not put the Lord your 
God to the test,” quoting Deuteronomy 6:16 (Matthew 
4:7). A website run by an atheist had this picture and 
then indicated that if the Bible was so blatantly 
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contradictory on such a simple thing, how could 
anyone trust it for teaching them about God? 
 
Context. In the Deuteronomy Text God is saying don’t 
approach Me with unbelief and demand I give a sign to 
prove I AM Who I say I AM. In the Malachi Passage 
God is saying trust me with all you have, and I will 
prove to you that I AM Who you already believe that I 
AM. 
 
The first case is tempting God to put on a show so you 
will believe Him. The second case is believing Him and 
conducting yourself according to that faith, and it 
becomes a test where God will prove Himself to be 
trustworthy and faithful. The first is about unbelief and 
the second about belief.  
 
Both mean, trust God. 
 
Jesus never performed miracles for His personal 
benefit, or to prove His identity to unbelievers. All of His 
miracles were to bless others and they functioned as 
proof to those who did believe. 
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You see proof is in the eye of the beholder. Signs 
bolster faith and harden unbelief. A Miracle is only a 
miracle to the person who accepts it as a miracle. 
 
What they were asking for was a demonstration of 
God’s power that would never have been any more 
certain than the exorcism Jesus had already 
performed. They wouldn’t believe, because they 
already didn’t believe. 
 
Doing damage to Satan’s kingdom by casting his 
demon underlings out of their human homes is far less 
ambiguous than the type of sign the Scribes wanted. 
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Since we just read Jesus’ quote of Deuteronomy, 
here’s another passage from that Book. Deuteronomy 
13:1-3, 1NIVIf a prophet, or one who foretells by 
dreams, appears among you and announces to you a 
sign or wonder, 2 and if the sign or wonder spoken of 
takes place, and the prophet says, “Let us follow other 
gods” (gods you have not known) “and let us worship 
them,” 3 you must not listen to the words of that 
prophet or dreamer. The LORD your God is testing you 
to find out whether you love him with all your heart and 
with all your soul. 4It is the Lord your God you must 
follow, and him you must revere. Keep his commands 
and obey him; serve him and hold fast to him. 5That 
prophet or dreamer must be put to death for inciting 
rebellion against the Lord your God, who brought you 
out of Egypt and redeemed you from the land of 
slavery. That prophet or dreamer tried to turn you from 
the way the Lord your God commanded you to follow. 
You must purge the evil from among you.  
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Just like a magic illusion, “A sign or wonder” can also 
be faked and so it should not be the litmus test for 
Truth. What’s obvious is that even if Jesus had granted 
their pseudo-request, they would have, no doubt, 
appealed to this passage to say He was a false 
prophet and should be “Put to death.” 
 
You see, to the Pharisees, Jesus was encouraging 
people to disregard God’s commands - to disobey God. 
Nothing He could do, at this point, was going to change 
their mind about that. 
 
Now, as we saw before, what Jesus violated was their 
interpretation of God’s desire, rather than God’s actual 
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desire, but the Pharisees couldn’t see that and so, no 
matter what happened they wouldn’t believe. 
 

Please, I pray, my friends, do not fall into that trap. I 
talk to so many Christians who are so opinionated - so 
certain of their ideas, interpretations and doctrines. So 
rigid in their stance, so unyielding and unteachable. 
Please recognize the vast chasm that exists between 
what the Bible actually says and what you think it says. 
 
Someone might think, and I’m sure the Pharisees that 
day would be among them, “Well if the sign was big 
enough, supernatural enough, undeniable enough, 
then we would believe.” When something is certain - it 
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requires no belief. As one fairly famous dude said, 
“Cogito ergo sum” (Descartes 1637). 
 
There is a reason that God requires faith for Salvation. 
It’s a bit elaborate and somewhat tedious, but it is what 
He requires for good reason. Because that is true, no 
one will get the kind of evidence that an unbeliever 
would call irrefutable… At least not until it’s too late. 
Step out in faith and trust God - it is the only way. 
 

I’m sure it’s the same for most of you. In our many 
years of following Christ and doing active ministry, 
Mariah and I have had a front-row seat to many 
supernatural miraculous events. Every one of them 
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undeniable to us and every one of them completely 
deniable to unbelievers who can rationalize away 
anything. 
 
There are many reasons why Jesus wouldn’t put on a 
show for them and not the least of which is that merely 
requesting it was blasphemous. What they should have 
asked for was the faith to see what God wanted them 
to see. What they should have prayed for was a 
softened heart and complete openness to the Holy 
Spirit’s testimony. 
 
We all should. Being the pastor of a non-
denominational church, I often meet folks who have a 
different idea on how to do Christianity and church than 
we do at Alêtheia.  
 
Far more often than I like, the people are highly 
opinionated, unwilling to listen, adversarial and 
sometimes very mean. It’s not fun, it can be hurtful to 
me personally and even damaging to the church on 
occasion. Regardless, I have learned to take it to the 
Lord and sincerely ask Him what He wants me to see - 
to change - to embrace. 
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Even if, God confirms that I can disregard the criticism, 
I can still glean something from it, if the only thing I 
glean is to be humble and take it to Him. 
 
Please be humble enough to take it to the Lord and 
make sure that He isn’t trying to tell you something. 
The Pharisees didn’t do that. 
 
In that way, bottom line, the Jewish leaders “Craved a 
sign,” because they didn’t really trust God - believe me, 
at the end of the day, that was the problem. 
 

 
“An evil and adulterous generation” is one in which 
trust in God and the relationship that kind of trust 
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fosters, was supplanted by trust in religion and the 
inevitable result, which is trust in one’s own 
understanding and in one’s own efforts. No thanks! I 
know what I’m doing. 
 
The attitude is, “I don’t need to pray about it, I know 
good from evil for myself.” It is reliance on your ability 
to know good from evil and your ability to unbalance 
your personal cosmic scales slightly towards the good 
side, thus earning your own salvation… At least in part. 
 
Last Wednesday night, our group watched a video of a 
pastor saying that He came to be a Christian when his 
thinking about Christianity was changed. He said that 
he had always thought that Christianity was about God 
rewarding good people. Then he discovered that what 
Christianity really was about, was God forgiving bad 
people. 
 
Legalists never seem to grasp that fact. Perhaps, it’s 
because they’re too busy. 
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Jesus then gave them two examples from the Old 
Testament where Gentiles, of all people, Gentiles, 
would stand as a testimony condemning the 
unfaithfulness of the Jewish majority. 
 
First the “Sign of Jonah.” Jesus quoted Jonah chapter 
2. There’s a lot going on in the Book of Jonah, so let 
me just remind you of some of the highlights. 
 
God told Jonah to go to Nineveh and preach to the 
Assyrians. They happened to be Israel’s greatest 
enemy at the time, and Jonah was afraid that they 
would repent at his preaching and that God would then 
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forgive them for the horrific way they had treated the 
Israelites. 
 
Put yourself in his position. Imagine the person who 
has hurt you most. Maybe they abused you horribly. 
Now, God says to you, “Go and tell them about Jesus.” 
You know that they will repent, and that will forgive 
them and love them, as though nothing ever happened. 
 

So, Jonah, intending to go as far from his ordained 
audience as possible, boarded a ship bound for 
Tarshish (most people think it was a city in what is now 
Spain). Wherever it was, it was far, far, away. The kid’s 
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song admonishes Jonah saying, “Jonah, you don’t go 
to Nineveh by way of Tarshish.”  
 

God made the sea so rough the sailors finally agreed 
to throw Jonah overboard. God provided a 
supernaturally outfitted fish.  
 
Technically a ג  in Hebrew, κῆτος (kā-tŏs), in ,(däg) דָּ
Greek. It was a “Huge fish,” or really a “Sea monster,” 
not a whale.  
 
The “Sea monster” was specially prepared by God to 
swallow and keep Jonah. It was not a natural fish that 
swallowed him naturally. Please don’t fall into the 
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ridiculous trap of trying to explain the event naturally. It 
was supernatural!  
 

After Jonah got with God’s program the specially 
prepared, or God appointed, fish expelled Jonah on the 
shore. 
 
Jonah went to Nineveh, he preached, the citizens 
repented, and Jonah went into a fit of depression over 
the whole deal. 
 
There are two obvious, but related parts of the story I 
left out. First, 17NIV“Jonah was in the belly of the fish 
three days and three nights” (Jonah 1:17). 
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Second, Jonah himself repented for his actions in the 
form of a psalm recorded in Jonah chapter 2. The most 
significant idea for our purposes today is Jonah 
equated his fish experience with death, with being in 
the grave, Sheol, hades, the netherworld, the place of 
the dead and that only God could save him from that 
place. 
 
I’m going to attempt to put those two things together in 
an understandable way, but before I do, I want to 
mention a Biblical reality. 
 
Jonah’s psalm is intensely expressive. It is typical 
Biblically. Constantly, in God’s Word we are shown that 
we are to worship, adore, praise and love God with our 
mind, and with our physical activity, but also with our 
emotions as well. Jesus said in Mark 12:30, 
30NASBand you shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
mind, and with all your strength.’  
 
Psalms, hymns, contemporary songs are all music 
meant to evoke an emotional response to a cerebral 
understanding… To enable a whole person worship of 
God. Read Jonah’s psalm. It is full of metaphorical and 



24 
 
emotionally evocative language. It is meant to connect 
one’s feelings to the story in an experiential way. 
 
We founded this church on the idea that we would 
worship God with our minds and with our affections 
and with our actions. To shun in-depth study, as some 
do - to shun emotional experience, as some do - to 
shun physical interaction, as some do - is to deny God 
our whole selves in our worship of Him. 
 

 
Okay, to the Jews, around Jesus that day, the “Sign of 
Jonah” specifically dealt with God rescuing him from 
the grave within three days. As I said, in Jonah’s 
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passionate psalm, he equated his watery experience 
with “The depth of Sheol,” which is the Underworld.  
 
In their thinking it was a place, not necessarily good, or 
bad, just a repository for the dead until they were 
judged.  
 
All around the ancient near east and the Mediterranean 
from India to Carthage and from Egypt to Greece the 
people had stories about the Netherworld. In those 
stories dating back more than 2,000 years before 
Jesus, there was a theme that ran through in every 
culture. The common tale was of a hero who went to 
the Underworld and returned within three full days. 
 
Whether it was the ancient Sumerians, or Akkadians, 
or Hittites, or Egyptians, or Minoans, or Israelites, the 
story always had the feature that after three full days, 
the return to the living world was impossible. 
 
We see that in Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead. It 
functions as Jesus’ most significant miracle and was 
the one that put the nail in His coffin, so to speak. 
 
Jesus intentionally delayed going to Bethany so that 
not only would Lazarus die of his illness, he would be 
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dead a buried for more than three full days before 
Jesus arrived. John 11:17, 17NIVOn his arrival, Jesus 
found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for 
four days. Verse 39, 39NIV“Take away the stone,” he 
said. “But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead 
man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been 
there four days.” With a word, Jesus commanded 
Lazarus to come out and he did. 
 
That was doubly impossible. Raising the dead after 
one day was impossible, but after three full days, it was 
thought that not even God Himself would raise 
someone. If there could have been an undeniable sign 
- that was it. 
 
That whole, less than three full days for a hero to return 
from hades, was colloquially stated as, “Three days 
and three nights.” It became a colloquialism, an idiom, 
a popular expression, common jargon, a cultural 
saying, among many cultures to mean the hero’s 
journey to Sheol and back.  
 
Not only did it not literally mean three full days and 
three full nights, as in 72 hours of time, it didn’t mean a 
time period at all. It meant that specific journey. To the 
Greeks, heroes like Theseus and Heracles, better 
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known by his Roman name Hercules, could go there 
and return by their ingenuity, magical items and some 
supernatural help. 
 
To the Jews, a man of God could go and return only by 
way of God’s salvation. To Christians, the Word made 
flesh returned because He is God. 
 
The point is that in the story of Jonah the “Three days 
and three nights,” may be literal, but even if it is, the 
phrase refers to the journey and the salvation, not the 
time period. 
 
Another Biblical example is found in I Samuel 30:11-
&12, David comes across an Egyptian who had been 
left for dead. Giving the man care, food and water he 
was revived, and the Bible says, “He had not eaten 
bread or drunk water for three days and three nights.” 
Again, I’m not saying that it couldn’t have been a literal 
72-hour period of time without food or water, but even if 
it was, that’s not the point.  
 
It was that this good man who was essentially dead 
and in hades, was brought back from there. His journey 
to the netherworld was over and it lasted for not more 
than “Three days and three nights.” 
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We say, “Piece of cake,” which not only has nothing to 
do with cake, it has nothing to do with eating anything. 
We say, “Put lipstick on a pig,” and it has nothing to do 
with cosmetic products or farm animals. We say, 
“Knock on wood,” and sometimes we do knock on 
wood when we say it, but it has nothing to with 
knocking or wood.  
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The best proof is that Matthew, in this same Gospel 
account, recorded these words of Jesus and also tells 
us that Jesus was in the tomb for approximately 36 
hours… He wrote in Matthew 16:21b, that Jesus began 
explaining 21bNIVThat he must be killed and on the 
third day be raised to life. Then he wrote in Matthew 
27:63, that the Jewish leaders went to Pilate and said, 
63NIV“Sir,” they said, “we remember that while he was 
still alive that deceiver said, ‘After three days I will rise 
again.’”  
 
Matthew saw no contradiction. According to His 
Gospel, just before the “Great Sabbath” (Great 
Sabbaths occur when the lunar holiday coincides with 
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the weekly Sabbath) started at 6pm on Friday Jesus 
died and He was in Sheol until about sunrise, maybe 
6am Sunday.  
 
Matthew was a skilled author. His Gospel circulated 
widely, quickly. Neither he, nor anyone else, saw a 
problem, because to them, it was no problem. 
 
The entire early church believed that - there was no 
controversy about it at all and to them, why would there 
be? Jesus died on Friday, He was dead on Saturday, 
He rose on Sunday. His death touched three days and 
by the way they reckoned things it could be legitimately 
said that He was in Sheol “Three days and three 
nights.” Because it wasn’t about exact times. 
 
Neither Jonah, nor the Egyptian guy that King David 
found, nor Matthew, had wristwatches or cell phones 
with the time. 
 
People today , mostly Adventists and Messianic Jewish 
groups, think the Gospel writers were too dumb to see 
the contradiction, or they say Jesus must have really 
died on Wednesday at about 5pm and rose on 
Saturday at about 5pm and then just haunted the tomb 
area until the ladies showed up the next morning. 
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Both ideas are wrong and completely unnecessary 
once you understand the saying, “Three days and 
three nights,” is about the journey and not literally 
about time. 
 
Because we get confused, we assume the Pharisees 
and Scribes were likewise confused by Jesus’ answer - 
they weren’t! They got it. Jesus was saying that He 
would be God’s man who would go on a mission for 
God into Sheol and return. Just as Jonah had done 
symbolically. 
 
To the Pharisees it would have been another 
blasphemy. 
 
After being vomited on to the shore, the Book of Jonah 
tells us that the prophet went, as previously 
commanded, to preach to the Assyrians. Those 
despicable Gentiles did repent, and God forgave them. 
 
The worst of the worst, repented at the preaching of 
the wayward prophet Jonah, and here, now, the 
Messiah was preaching, and the supposedly Godly 
Pharisees refused to repent. 
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Finally, in the Book of Jonah, we see the despondent 
prophet slump against the east city wall and bitterly 
complain. God sent him a shade plant to give a respite 
from the heat, but then took it away. Jonah “Begged 
with all his soul to die” (Jonah 4:8). What does that 
have to do with Jesus’ point? Nothing. I bring up this 
part of the story as a vivid reminder, not to press 
examples, analogies, metaphors, parables, or symbolic 
language beyond the author’s intent. 
 

The second illustration Jesus used was the episode 
told in both II Chronicles, chapter 9 and I Kings, 
chapter 10, where the Queen of Sheba came to meet 
King Solomon. 
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She travelled a tremendous distance just to hear him 
and witness his greatness firsthand. Jesus’ point here 
is even simpler. A Gentile Queen traveled about as far 
as people could imagine then in order to listen to 
Solomon and now the Anointed One of God is 
speaking, and the Jewish leaders can’t be bothered to 
travel a few measly feet to listen to Him in earnest. 
 
We have unbelieving Gentiles in both cases, becoming 
believers and their actions will be a testimony against 
the supposedly believing Jews who refuse to recognize 
their own Messiah. 
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The larger point is that there are only two positions and 
the Pharisees and Scribes have chosen to remain in 
the position opposite to Jesus. 


