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1) Confess Christ, confess our sin-life and confess our sins? 
 
2) Why are we forgiven as we have forgiven others? 
 
3) What is my cross? 
 
According to our Matthew passage, “Confessing Christ” is all one needs to do in order 
to ________________ the Kingdom of Heaven.  
 

The “Confession of the mouth” is predicated on the “Belief of the heart” as it is 
the activity ________________ that true belief.  
 
Biblical confession is born out of salvific faith and so becomes the 
_____________ of Salvific faith.  
 

Romans 10:9&10, I John 2:5&6 
 
 
Another use “Confess” in the Bible refers to sin-life and specific ________.  
 

I John 1:9 
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Sin is sin. It cost the human race their ______________ with God resulting in 
_______________ separation and it cost the Word ___________to fix it.  
 
 
 
 
 
Every person is either being conformed to death or conformed to _______. What that 
means is that “A Christian person is a forgiven person.”  
 

Yet even so… 
 

While the Christian does not live a SIN-LIFE anymore, we do 
commit _________. 

 
Do we need to acknowledge that? Feel remorse, confess, 
apologize, repent? 

 
 
 
 
 
A legitimate apology means that you ____________ the harm you caused, period.  
 
1) It is open and honest…  
 
2) It enables forgiveness… 
 
3) It establishes relational assurance… 
 

“Forgiveness cannot truly be accepted by an unforgiving person.” 
 

Open honesty keeps things real, which helps you forgive others, 
because you see __________________ in them. 

   
 
 
 
 
MATTHEW 10:34-39 ~ 34NASB“Do not think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I 
did not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35“For I came to set a man against his father, 
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and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 
36and a man’s enemies will be the members of his household. 37“He who loves father or 
mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more 
than Me is not worthy of Me. 38“And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me 
is not worthy of Me. 39“He who has found his life will lose it, and he who has lost his life 
for My sake will find it.  
 
The one who loves their life of family and friends, of community and country, of 
heritage and culture, more than Jesus are ________________ that life over the life in 
Jesus. 
 

That’s why the short sword _________________ - it is a choice.  
 

Luke 14:26-33, John 6:68&69 
 

  
 
 
 
 
So many people think that “Carrying your cross” means giving up the good things, or 
the fun things in life. They think it has to do with _____________. 
 

It creates hypocritical, legalistic people, who are… 
 

“Carrying your cross daily,” has nothing to do with __________ 
directly. It has everything to do with the fact that “Confessing Jesus” 
puts you on the ___________ to your own execution. Will you still 
follow Him? 

 
 
 
 

Fill out the other side, detach this part of the page, and place it in the 
offering plate or the prayer/suggestion box in the lobby or with an Elder or 
Deacon of the church. 

 
God Bless You! 
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The “Cross” isn’t a metaphor for carrying a burden - it’s a metaphor for being on the 
road to one’s own _________________. It’s not the instrument of death in view, it’s the 
path to death.  
 
The “Cross” road is all about “Confessing Christ,” which is ministering Him to others. If 
you are not actively doing that, can you ___________ that you “Confess” Him daily? 
That you “Carry your cross daily? 
 
 
 
 
 
MATTHEW 10:40-42 ~ 40NASB“He who receives you receives Me, and he who receives 
Me receives Him who sent Me. 41“He who receives a prophet in the name of a prophet 
shall receive a prophet’s reward; and he who receives a righteous man in the name of 
a righteous man shall receive a righteous man’s reward. 42“And whoever in the name of 
a disciple gives to one of these little ones even a cup of cold water to drink, truly I say 
to you, he shall not lose his reward.”  
 
Since carrying our cross is about ministering Him to the world around us it is natural 
that Jesus talk about those who are _________________.  
 

The person who receives an Ambassador of Christ, as such, 
______________ the Christ Who sent him as His Sender as well. 

 
 

Verse 42 means, “Anyone giving even one cup of cold water to the very least 
of My disciples will surely be rewarded.”  

 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Check all that apply – detach and place in the offering or the prayer box 
 

_____ I want to talk with the pastor about ___________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want prayer for _________________________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want to volunteer to _____________________________________________________ 
 

_____ I want more information about ______________________________________________ 
 

_____ Other __________________________________________________________________ 
 

Name ______________________ Address _________________________________________ 
 

Phone ______________________ Email ___________________________________________ 
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Alêtheia ~ Matthew 10g ~ 070719 

Last week we talked about what it means to “Confess” 
Christ. According to our Matthew passage, that’s all 
one needs to do in order to enter the Kingdom of 
Heaven. I’m going to read Romans 10:9&10, and as I 
do, you’ll hear the word “Confess,” as in, “Confess with 
your mouth.” Do not think that it means reciting a 
creed, or confessing your sins… When you hear it, 
realize that it is a synecdoche standing for the entire 
activity of your life… like referring to your car by calling 
it your “Wheels.” 9NASBIf you confess with your mouth 
Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God 
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; 10for with 
the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, 
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and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in 
salvation.” 
 

Here we can see faith and works in Paul. The 
“Confession of the mouth” is predicated on the “Belief 
of the heart” as it is the activity proving that true 
belief… “Confession” is the external outworking of an 
internal Truth that results in Salvation, because it 
proves Salvation has been embraced by faith. 
 
The Apostle John put it this way in I John 2:5&6,  
5NASBbut whoever keeps Jesus’ word, in him the love 
of God has truly been perfected. By this we know that 
we are in Him: 6the one who says he abides in Him 
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ought himself to walk in the same manner as He 
walked.”  
 
Let’s take it slower… 5NASBbut whoever keeps His 
word (that is, anyone who proves that Jesus is their 
Lord by actually living out what He commands.  
 
A coherence of belief and action - I believe Jesus is my 
Lord, so I act as though that is the case, which then 
proves that I believe He’s my Lord.  
 
We can say such a person, “Does what they say they 
believe.” Which, as we know, can be described as 
“Confessing Christ.” Because “You confess with your 
life, what you believe in your heart.”  
 
In this case, that Jesus is your Lord. Then it says), in 
him (in the person we’ve just described) the love of 
God has truly been perfected. (“Perfected” means it 
has achieved its intended effect - attained its goal. 
God’s love, in such a person, has had the desired 
outcome.  
 
What does that mean? Paul explains) By this we know 
that we are in Him (The “By this” bit, is the perfected 
love of God proven by actual conformity to Christ. “In 
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Him,” this time, “In Jesus,” and means truly saved by 
Him as His own disciple and having your existence in 
conformity to Him…  
 
That phrase is a pivot point tying what came before 
with this going forward…): 6the one who says he 
abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same 
manner as He walked (“Ought,” means “Must.” It is not, 
in any way, optional, or to a smaller degree, or lesser 
intensity - it’s just the way Greek works - the word 
means it is obligatory - you are obliged, indebted, or 
duty-bound, to perform. It is a required activity to be the 
type of person described, but it is a choice whether, or 
not, you do what you’re supposed to do - right? You 
could refuse to do your duty, but then you wouldn’t be 
the person described. The choice part is reflected with 
the translation “Ought.” But as a practical matter, if you 
choose not to participate, you didn’t participate, and so, 
you are not a participant.  
 
The NIV and NIrV just cut to the chase and translate it 
as “Must.” Christians must walk as Jesus walked - 
think, speak and behave the same way He did - put 
themselves on the same path He travelled, and when 
they do - that’s the choice part - when they do, it 
proves they are truly His disciples.).” 
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That’s Biblical confession. It is born out of Salvific faith 
and so becomes the evidence of Salvific faith. 
 

There is another use of the term “Confess” in the Bible. 
I John 1:9, 9NASBIf we confess our sins, He is faithful 
and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.  
 
We could easily have a whole sermon on this aspect of 
the word. What’s the same is the idea of the 
harmonious agreement of the whole person. It implies 
humble, honest, integrity and transparency in dealing 
with sin. There can be no hiding of sin by pretending 
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that it doesn’t exist. excusing it because it isn’t as bad 
as the sins other people commit. dismissing it because 
I’m only human. Ignoring it because God has already 
forgiven me. Or accepting it because God made me 
this way. 
 

Sin is sin. There is always a big “I” at its center. Sin 
cost the human race their relationship with God 
resulting in a death sentence of eternal separation. Sin 
cost the Word of Life a brutal death on a cross to fix it. 
Sin is always a big deal - always. 
 
To become a Christian, one must “Confess Christ” as 
we’ve seen. In order to genuinely do that one must be 
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done with “Confessing themselves.” That requires 
repentance - which is to say a turning away from one 
thing towards another. In this case turning away from a 
selfish sin-life, to a new selfless sin-free-life in Christ. 
 
We start by recognizing that we are on the wrong path 
in order to change paths. It is an implied “Confession” 
of humble, honest, integrity and transparency that we 
were on the sin-life path. That it was the wrong path 
and that we don’t want to be on it anymore. That sets 
us up for repentance. You cannot repent of a sin-life 
you have not first acknowledged as vile and 
unacceptable to God - as the thing that separates you 
from Him. 
 
We confess the reality of our sin-life, repent, or turn 
away from it towards Jesus, as we believe in our heart 
that He is the payment-in-full, for our old sin-life.  
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We confidently proclaim that His sacrifice on that cross 
was satisfactory payment for our mess. We believe that 
my sin-life is not bigger than Jesus and what He 
accomplished. 
 
Once we do that, we are indwelt by the Holy Spirit and 
are able to “Confess Christ;” the other meaning of the 
term. We “Confess Christ,” with our new life in Him. A 
new sin-free-life.  
 
That’s the life of the Christian - no longer dead in sin, 
but alive in Him.  
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Where it all begins is with humble, honest, integrity and 
transparency. Being outwardly who you are inwardly - a 
sinner, openly acknowledging and “Confessing” that 
fact. 
 
That opens the gate to where it all culminates in being 
outwardly who you are inwardly - a saint, openly 
acknowledging and “Confessing” that fact. Every 
person is either being conformed to death or 
conformed to Christ. 
 
What that means, is that “A Christian person is a 
forgiven person.” Please understand that when God 
forgives you based upon the life, death and life of 
Jesus, you are a forgiven person once and for all. “A 
Christian person is a forgiven person.” 
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Please embrace that fact, and as you do, recognize 
that there is a disconnect. Even though we are forgiven 
saints on the path of Christ, we still offend our 
Heavenly Father with sinful deeds of commission and 
omission. Through our human weakness - through our 
inattention, laziness and faithlessness, we still slip back 
into our old habits and do selfish things that dishonor 
God and hurt others. As well as failing to do selfless 
things that honor God and benefit others. 
 
While we Christians do not live a sin-life anymore, we 
do commit sins. 
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We are told in the Lord’s Prayer, among other Bible 
passages, to confess those transgressions daily. Why? 
So that we can be forgiven? No! We are already 
forgiven. What we’re praying, is that our Heavenly 
Father, Whom we dearly love, Whom we have 
offended with our mistakes, misdeeds and missteps, 
would pardon those things, would accept our apology 
for hurting Him, would forgive the offence.  
 
Why? Let’s say you read the book, or saw the 
overacted movie “Love Story.” Let’s say you believe the 
line, “Love means never having to say you’re sorry.” 
Maybe you even had the bumper sticker or the cheesy 
poster… Congratulations, you’re a Baby Boomer. Now, 
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let’s say you accidently spill hot tea on your spouse. 
Does that mean you don’t have to apologize?  
 
Why do you need to say you’re sorry when your 
spouse already loves and accepts you? Why, if it was 
an accident? Why if they know you wouldn’t hurt them 
on purpose? Why if you are only human and doing the 
best you can?  
 
Thursday was our anniversary. We cleaned out our 
shed. We were both holding up the top of a large 
garbage bag and dropping things in. I dropped in a 
slightly heavy item and it happened to hit Mariah’s foot 
that she had under the bag. 
 
Did I need to say I was sorry? 
 
Mariah shouldn’t have had her foot under the bag - 
right? Help me out here. Is it possible, just possible, 
that I should have been more careful when dropping a 
heavy object into the bag? Mariah, without 
qualification, I’m sorry, please forgive me.  
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A legitimate apology means that you recognize the 
harm you caused, period. Of course, you think it was 
an accident… Of course, you rationalize that it was 
really the other person’s fault in the first place. Get over 
yourself and focus on the harm the other person felt. 
“Be more concerned about their feelings, than you are 
about protecting yours.” 
 
Apologizing or confessing is… 
 
1) It is open and honest. Not trying to cover it up, 
minimize it, or blame it on something, or someone else. 
 



18 
 
2) It allows the offended party to forgive and the 
offender to receive their forgiveness - that’s cathartic, 
restorative and healthy. It also fosters in the forgiven 
person a sense of gratitude and humbleness, which in 
turn, helps them to be more forgiving. 
 
3) Because it is a forgiving relationship where there is 
an expectation of restoration it makes for a far more 
secure relationship, which makes for a far deeper 
relationship. When open honest forgiveness takes the 
place of guilt and resentment, there is relational 
assurance. 
 
Like I said, we could spend a lot more time on this, but 
suffice it to say, that the reason we are forgiven in the 
same way, and to the same degree that we have 
already forgiven others, is because “Forgiveness 
cannot truly be accepted by an unforgiving person.” I 
want you to think about that one my friends. 
“Forgiveness cannot truly be accepted by an 
unforgiving person.” 
 
God knows everything - why try to hide any of it? Get it 
all out into the open - acknowledge your mistakes and 
accept the Father’s forgiveness. 
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By doing so, it keeps things real. It helps you see the 
imperfections in others for what they are… Just 
different variations on the same garbage you’re guilty 
of committing. It will help you forgive them, because 
you will see yourself in them. 
   

Matthew 10:34-39 ~ 34“Do not think that I came to 
bring peace on the earth; I did not come to bring 
peace, but a sword. 35“For I came to set a man against 
his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a 
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 36and a 
man’s enemies will be the members of his household. 
37“He who loves father or mother more than Me is not 
worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more 
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than Me is not worthy of Me. 38“And he who does not 
take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. 
39“He who has found his life will lose it, and he who 
has lost his life for My sake will find it.  
 
The one who loves their father or mother, their son or 
daughter, more than Jesus. In other words, the one 
who loves their life of family and friends, of community 
and country, of heritage and culture, more than Jesus 
are by definition choosing that life over the life in Jesus. 
 
That’s why the short sword divides - it is a choice. 
Choose the life you have - the life you were born into - 
the life you’ve carved out for yourself, or choose to be 
mistreated, abused and perhaps even murdered by 
aligning yourself with Jesus. 
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From a human perspective, no sane person would 
choose Jesus. No sane person gives up their close-knit 
community of family and friends. No sane person gives 
up their hard-earned career of income and retirement. 
No sane person gives up what they have, to follow 
Jesus. Note on the slide how everything is 100% 
selfish. No God, no kids, no community, no helping 
others. Even the marriage bit is about what they get 
from the arrangement. 
 
That’s part of why the world hates His followers - they 
are so self-centered they cannot understand those 
motivated by God’s love. And at some deep level they 
feel uncomfortable that they might be messing up by 
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not reevaluating, but they don’t want to give up the life 
they have. 
 
It convicts them, but if they can get you to live the 
same selfish way they do, they feel justified - they are 
not alone - they are not choosing differently than others 
- they are just going with the flow. Why were you 
speeding? I was just going with the flow of traffic. 
 
Following Jesus requires that you give up the life that 
you would have, if you didn’t follow Him. It will require 
that to some unknown degree, up to and including your 
physical torture and execution, you travel the same 
road He traveled. 
 
Do you want to follow Jesus?  
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Luke 14 records the same basic content and then adds 
Jesus telling the people to soberly count the cost of 
following Him in order to be sure of their choice (Luke 
14:26-33). 
 
He intimates that it does no good to begin with Him, if 
you quit when the going gets tough. Count the cost and 
make sure you want to be a Christian, and when you 
decide to follow Him, let nothing ever derail you from 
that course. 
 
Why would a person choose Him? As Peter said to 
Jesus, 68bNASB“Lord, to whom shall we go? You have 
words of eternal life. 69“We have believed and have 
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come to know that You are the Holy One of God” (John 
6:68&69). We either follow wholeheartedly, come what 
may, or we do not. 
  

That brings us “Carrying your cross” in verse 38. Now, 
in context - sandwiched in the middle of this idea of 
giving up all that stands in the way of following Jesus - 
we can easily see what Jesus meant. 
 
So many people have misunderstood this verse, 
primarily because they lift it out of its setting and so out 
of context. People think that “Carrying your cross” 
means giving up the good things, or at least the fun 
things, in life. 
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They think it has to do with suffering for Christ. It must 
be deprivation, sacrifice and penance. Early on the 
church decided that since people are so bad at giving 
up the good/fun life, we’ll only make them do it for 40 
days a year. We’ll call it Lent and we’ll start it on Ash 
Wednesday. Because there will be pious self-denial for 
several weeks, we’ll let everyone go completely crazy 
in a scandalous debauch on the Tuesday beforehand. 
It became known as Mardi Gras, French, for Fat 
Tuesday. 1,600 years ago Augustine, among others, 
condemned the whole thing…   
 
It creates hypocritical, legalistic people, who get drunk 
on Tuesday night and put ashes on their face 
Wednesday morning and think God is proud of them. 
 
In Protestantism it creates a culture of Christian people 
in the image of their forebears, the Quakers, Puritans, 
those embracing (Reformed) Pietism, and those 
embracing the (Methodist) Holiness Movement. People 
who are the most miserable, self-flagellating, self-
righteous, judgmental, holier-than-thou, un-fun, boring 
and tedious people on the planet. 
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Then they’re surprised others don’t want to be just like 
them! 
 
Over the centuries, this idea of the cross being a 
metaphor for self-inflicted suffering has taken many 
forms like, no makeup, no unbound hair, no uncovered 
skin, no pants, notice how it mostly restricts women? 
No dancing, no birthday celebrations, no fun of any 
kind.  
 
It resulted in the celibate clergy. Regular Catholics 
aren’t holy enough to be celibate, but the Priests must 
be… Look at the results of that policy.  
 
“Picking up and carrying your cross daily” has 
absolutely nothing to do with suffering for the sake of 
suffering, or to be more holy, or to gain God’s favor. 
  
“Picking up and carrying your cross daily” has 
everything to do with the fact that “Confessing Jesus” 
puts you on the road to your own execution… It isn’t 
about self-induced piety, it’s far worse than that. It’s 
about walking His road. Knowing that, will you still 
choose Him? 
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Remember last week, I said that we were right to honor 
veterans even if they only had the “Been there, done 
nothing medals.” Even if they were awarded no medals 
at all. Even if they were never near a combat zone… 
Why? Because every one of them swore a public oath 
that put them on a road that leads all the way to their 
own sacrificial death. 
 
Every veteran, regardless of what they did or didn’t do 
carried his or her military cross. Every Christian must 
do the same with their Christian Cross. Like the 
veteran, it might include combat, torture and/or death - 
it might not, but either way, it’s a road that has that 
possibility. 
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That’s the point. the “Cross” isn’t a metaphor for 
carrying a burden - it’s a metaphor for being on the 
road to one’s own execution.  
 
The “Carry your own cross” was a common axiom 
2,000 years ago. Plutarch, among many others, wrote 
about how those condemned to death on a cross, 
would be required to carry their own cross to the place 
of their execution. 
 
It’s not the instrument of death in view, it’s the path to 
death. It like the saying, “Dead man walking.” When the 
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death row inmate begins their walk to the execution 
room… They are on the road to their own death. 
 
It is like having a person carry the rope to the place of 
their hanging, or having the condemned person dig 
their own grave first. 
 
It is all about being on a course that culminates in your 
execution… That’s the course, path, road, all people 
who “Confess” Jesus put themselves upon.        
 
That’s what it means to carry your own cross - to take it 
up daily and follow Jesus. If you’re not willing to walk 
that road every day, you’re not worthy of the One Who 
walked it every day for us. 
 
Please, notice that the road is all about “Confessing 
Christ” which was at the time about preaching 
repentance because the Kingdom was near and is now 
all about preaching Jesus because the Kingdom has 
come. In other words, if you are not actively ministering 
Christ to others can you honestly say that you 
“Confess” Him daily? 
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Matthew 10:40-42 ~ 40NASB“He who receives you 
receives Me, and he who receives Me receives Him 
who sent Me. 41“He who receives a prophet in the 
name of a prophet shall receive a prophet’s reward; 
and he who receives a righteous man in the name of a 
righteous man shall receive a righteous man’s reward. 
42“And whoever in the name of a disciple gives to one 
of these little ones even a cup of cold water to drink, 
truly I say to you, he shall not lose his reward.”  
 
Since carrying our cross is about ministering Him to the 
world around us it is natural that Jesus would talk 
about those who are receptive. See how everything 
flows nicely when we study God’s Word in context? 
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The person who receives an Ambassador of Christ as 
such, receives the Christ Who sent him as well as the 
One Who sent the Christ in the first place. 
 
The “Him who sent Me,” is one and the same as 
Yahweh, the Covenantal God of Israel, who is one and 
the same as the Creator Who spoke the universe into 
existence by the Word of His power and by the Breath 
of His mouth - Almighty God sent Jesus, Who in turn, 
sent the 12 and by extension sends us all. 
 
Everyone who receives a Christian as a Christian, 
receives Christ and so, receives God also. The 
implication being that receiving means accepting their 
Christian message.   
 
Verses 41&42, simply reword that basic idea for 
emphasis. The meaning is debated and shouldn’t be. 
Some say the “Prophet’s reward” is the benefit of being 
visited by a prophet - what the prophet blesses them 
with, and others say it is the same Heavenly reward 
that a prophet himself receives. 
 
Both are true, and both are true for “A righteous man,” 
as well. Jesus wasn’t trying to distinguish between the 



32 
 
Old Covenant and the New. He wasn’t trying to discuss 
different types of Christians and different types of 
rewards. 
 
He was simply saying that a person who receives God, 
through a minister of God, receives the same God they 
have. It still fully applies to this very day. 
 
At some point you received ministers of Christ for what 
they were and in so doing you received Christ and the 
One Who sent Him. Anyone truly receiving me today as 
I have preached Christ, will receive Christ and all that, 
that means. Will you receive in that way?  
 
Once a receiver, one becomes a minister. As you go 
out and minister to others many will defend themselves 
by declaring war on you. Don’t be shocked! They are 
already at war with Christ and the One Who sent Him. 
 
They will extend their current declaration of war with 
God to cover you as soon as they realize that God and 
you are on the same side, but as many as receive you 
as an Ambassador of Christ - they will likewise, through 
that acceptance, receive Christ as well. 
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That means they will receive the exact same reward 
that you have received. The one receiving the minister 
receives the reward of being ministered to and then the 
reward that the minister has been given as they 
themselves join the ranks. 
 

Verse 42 is also easily misunderstood. Some 
translations such as the NKJV, NET, KJV, NRSV and 
NASB have the idea that a cup of water is given to an 
undefined “Little one,” in the name of a disciple. The 
MSG Bible give the impact of those translations with, 
“It’s best to start small. Give a cool cup of water to 
someone who is thirsty, for instance. The smallest act 
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of giving or receiving makes you a true apprentice. You 
won’t lose out on a thing.” 
 
That’s the plainest way to make the Greek work, but it 
makes very little sense Biblically, or rhetorically. 
 
Rhetorically, this verse is the crescendo of the 
argument. Everything we’ve talked about today 
climaxes here. Why would you rhetorically conclude a 
great exhortation with, “Start small - give someone a 
cup of cold water”? 
 
Beyond that, Biblically, reward is in Christ’s name, not 
the name of a disciple. 
 
The HCSB, ESV, NIV, NIrV and NLT all translate in this 
vein: “Anyone giving even one cup of cold water to the 
very least of My disciples will surely be rewarded.” 
 
Can you see how that way of looking at it accomplishes 
both the rhetorical and Biblical effect? 
 
Receive a minister - starting big, “A prophet” of old like 
Elijah, Isaiah or Daniel, “A righteous man,” such as 
Noah, Zacharias, or his wife Elizabeth. Or even the 
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least of Jesus’ disciples - a “Little one,” sent out by 
Him, in His name, preaching His Gospel. 
 
Receive them in even the smallest way - giving a 
simple cup of refreshing water - Receive them as they 
minister Christ and such a person will surely be 
rewarded. 
 
The point of this chapter is - the 12 would go out trying 
to establish the peace of God with all, but many, 
already at war with God, would not only refuse peace, 
but also declare war on them… When that happens… 
Flee. 
 
Those who embrace even the least disciple with even 
the smallest degree of receptivity are in fact receiving 
the One Who sent him as well as the One Who sent 
the sender. 
 
If you are not a Christian, will you accept those who 
come in Christ’s name and thereby receive the reward 
they have been granted? 
 
For the Christian, will you go and minister to others on 
Christ’s behalf? 
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That’s the Discipleship training of Matthew chapter 10. 


