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Alêtheia Christian Fellowship 
January 17, 2021 

                               “Dogmatic, Much?” 
 

Sunday school at 8:30, Service at 9:15, Service at 10:45 with King’s Kids. 
NEWS 

Wednesday Night Activities resume at 6:30 PM 
Change of schedule: Next Sunday only, 8:30 Sunday school, 9:15 Annual Meeting, 10:45 Combined Service 

 

330 N. Somers Rd. (Mail: PO Box 10626) Kalispell, MT 59904~ (406) 755-1776 
Visit the website ~ www.myaletheia.com 

New Podcast Host: myaletheia.podbean.com Or go to Spotify, and type in myaletheia 
Like us on Facebook (aletheiachristianfellowship) 

Emails: pastor@myaletheia.com, stacey.sundt@myaletheia.com 

 
It’s not important that you get everything, it’s only important that you get… 

 
MATTHEW 24:4-28 ~ 
Verses 4&5… Jesus was talking to His Followers about people claiming to be… 
 

The threat comes constantly, and it comes from… 
 

We protect ourselves by being less dogmatic, not by being more dogmatic.  
 
 
 
Verse 23… The concept of the “Elect,” is looking at things from God’s perspective. 
Since we don’t have God’s view, how do you know that you are His “Elect”? By being 
the “Elect.” It starts with intentionality. 
 
 
 
Verses 6-8… Either we have been in the “Beginning of birth pangs,” for two millennia, 
or the baby was delivered 1,950 years ago, or… 
 

Fill out the other side, detach this part of the page, and place it in the 
offering plate or the prayer/suggestion box in the lobby or with an Elder or 

Deacon of the church. 
 

God Bless You! 
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Verse 14&15… Whole world first. The term οἰκουμένη (oy-kü-mĕn-ā), is different from 

the world, κόσμος (kŏs-mŏs), in John 3:16. 

 
The Abomination of Desolation is similar in that it also works for 70 A.D., 
but not as well as you’d hope. 

 
Verse 21… It just becomes impossible to fit it all in during the Jewish War.  

 
Verse 22… Cut short for the “Elect.” During the Great Tribulation. 

 
 
 
What to do? Embrace your election by God through actively allowing His Holy Spirit to 
conform you to Jesus. In part, knowing that “You are what you eat.”  
 
  
 
MATTHEW 24:29-31 ~ 
This passage is connected to what we just examined, but the real emphasis is on the 

word… The word εὐθέως (ü-thĕ-ōs), means… 

 
Then the “Sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the 
stars will fall from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.” 
A common theme in the Bible (Isaiah 24:23).  

 
It means that the “Son of Man” has the authority and glory of God. Since 
God does not share that with anyone (Isaiah 42:8, 48:11, etc.), the “Son of 
Man” is… 

 
But what is the sign? Daniel 7:13&14 is referenced, but doesn’t say. Jesus 
already said though… 

 
Verse 31… A Rapture? 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Write a brief note – detach and place in the offering, or the prayer box, or give it to a Deacon/Elder 

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Name ____________________________ Address ______________________________________________ 
 

Phone ______________________ Email ______________________________________________________ 
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Alêtheia ~ Matthew 24f ~ 011721 
“Dogmatic, Much?” 
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I received this some time ago and I’m not going to say 
who stated it, or even give it context, because the point 
I want to make is obvious. I know. My friends I know 
that the sermons are long and technical. It’s not like I 
don’t know that. I know. 
 
I have often been tempted to do what most every other 
preacher does… Dumb it down, make it short and 
sweet, make it pleasant and uplifting, make it three 
easy to recognize and remember bullet points. I took 
seminary preaching classes. I know how to do that. I 
know. I know it’s difficult. 
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We do what we do because few do it. If you want a 
regular sermon, go to a regular church. The name on 
this church is Alêtheia. As you know it means Truth. I’m 
far more interested in teaching people what the Bible 
actually says, than in giving them Christian clichés, 
theological soundbites, and spiritual snippets. To stay 
here requires one of two things… Either you mentally 
check out, or you work to stay focused. 
 
What I have been saying for 17 years is that it is not at 
all important that you get everything I say, it’s only 
important to get something that I say. If you get one 
thing here it will probably have more meat than an 
entire sermon elsewhere. Get one thing, and over time, 
perhaps, you’ll get more, but it doesn’t matter whether 
you ever do or not, so long as you get something. 
Focus on getting something. 
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Now that we’ve laid the groundwork and talked about 
all manner of things pertaining to the End Times, I’d 
like to go back over Jesus’ response so far, and just 
highlight some of it. 
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In Matthew chapter 24, verses 4&5 Jesus talked to His 
people about not being misled, saying, “Many will come 
in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will mislead 
many.” “In My name,” means representing Christ and 
so a self-proclaimed Christian. Jesus was talking only 
to His Followers - so they were also self-proclaimed 
Christians. The threat comes constantly, it comes from 
within the Christian Community, and it affects the 
Christian Community. Think about that. 
 
How can it be… Especially considering the scope? 
“Many,” “Many” will be misled. “Many” people who 
believe that they are following Jesus will end up 
following a false Jesus. 
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One of the problems with Christianity, as I mentioned 
last week, is we take our differences to an extreme 
place and then we let that extreme place define us. We 
then argue, fuss and fight with those on the other 
extreme. If they won’t be extreme, we’ll simply paint 
them that way. Then we can fight and the fight itself 
drives both sides further away from each other making 
both positions even more extreme than they were to 
start. 
 
The biggest disagreement within Christianity is 
between those who believe in God’s Sovereign Will 
and those who believe in Man’s free will. The two sides 
are actually much closer than either side will admit. 
Few believe that humans are mere robots, and few 
would deny that God orchestrates… Yet, there is no 
middle ground because people make their side 
extreme by focusing on the differences, rather than the 
similarities. Then they build their walls. 
 
Both extremes are clearly unbiblical. The Bible is 
constantly telling us about the Sovereignty of God and 
every time it does, it follows up with an admonition to 
live in accordance with His Will. What’s going on with 
the False Christs in this chapter is another example. 
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Jesus warned His people not to allow false Christians 
to mislead them. That indicates that there is a real 
problem, and it requires both a leadership response 
and individual, personal, attention… 
 

 
Yet, when Jesus takes up the subject again starting in 
verse 23, He said that the false Christians would be so 
effective that they would, “Mislead, if possible, even the 
elect.” The concept of the “Elect,” is looking at things 
from God’s perspective. Before He laid the foundations 
of the universe, God chose His people. As a child of 
God who finishes well and ends up in Heaven, you 
were hand-selected by God, eons ago. The “Elect” 
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cannot possibly be led astray, or they would not be the 
“Elect.” That’s from God’s view. 
 
We don’t have God’s view. How do you know that you 
are His “Elect”? By paying attention to His instructions 
and implementing them in your life. Keep doing that 
until the end and you will see that you were always part 
of His “Elect.” Conversely, ignore the Bible, ignore God, 
follow instead, what’s exciting and new and 
distracting… What resonates with you… Live a life 
primarily dedicated to your own self-indulgence and 
you will no doubt one day discover that you never were 
part of God’s “Elect.” Even if you went to church every 
Sunday. 
 
One side, the Calvinists, focus on God’s perspective 
and Divine Sovereignty, while the other side, 
Arminianists focus on man’s perspective and human 
responsibility. Each group has a lopsided scheme, and 
they are therefore both wrong. And WHY are they both 
so wrong? Because we take our emphasis, whichever 
side, to an unhealthy extreme place. We let it define us 
and we build our walls. 
 
Bottom line, as a child of God, you cannot be misled by 
falseness, because you are instead, led by the Holy 
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Spirit. He directs you to take this passage of Scripture 
seriously and to carefully examine the teacher and the 
teaching that you follow. We prove that we are the 
“Elect” by being the “Elect.” 
 
I promise you that starts with intentionality. You must 
pray for the Holy Spirit to help you open up to Him and 
His work in you and through you. You must read your 
Bible; you must participate in the Christian Community, 
which Biblically means getting involved in your local 
church. You must pray for God’s Love to fill you to 
overflowing and you must dwell in the Joy that brings, 
and live in the Peace resulting. You must practice 
Patience with others with Kindness towards them. You 
must fight to be Good because God is Good. Be 
Faithful by praying for and desiring greater 
Faithfulness. Gently, gently, gently… Be Gentle with 
others in the Self-control only a mature Christian filled 
with God’s Love can be. 
 
Do that, and you will finish the race that Jesus has set 
out for you to run. You will finish before you know it, 
and faster than you thought possible He will be 
embracing you with a shout of “Well done good and 
faithful servant.” Then you will see, that before time 
began, God chose you. 
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Let’s be willing to reexamine long-held beliefs and 
jettison them, if necessary, for the Truth. I promise you, 
if what you currently believe in an area is the Truth, this 
activity will only confirm that and reinforce it with you, 
but if it is erroneous, why would you want to hold on to 
it? 
 
So many false teachers, false prophets and false 
Christs have infiltrated and influenced the church over 
the last 20 centuries it is outrageous. We must be 
careful - we must take the only means of knowing as 
God intended it to be taken… The Message is sacred 
and must be approached that way… Not a reverence 
for the Bible, but a reverence for the Word it reveals. 
 
It is, as I said last week, a relationship Book. Always 
approach it as the gift given that can enable you to 
know the author better. 
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Now in verses 6-8, Jesus talked about wars and 
famines and earthquakes saying that they “Are merely 
the beginning of birth pangs.” Literalists want to make 
this only those three signs… Literally, only wars, 
famines and earthquakes are included, but clearly, it is 
all manner of like things. Pestilence, disease, floods, 
genocide, rampant abortion, human despair, and more. 
 
They are not the end, but merely the beginning of the 
end. We have either literally been in the “Beginning of 
birth pangs,” for two millennia, or the baby was 
delivered 1,950 years ago. 
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If Jesus was only talking to His Disciples, then the end, 
that this passage speaks of, has already happened. If 
so, the reason it is recorded in the Bible is merely to 
show us that Jesus could see the future. If everything 
in these verses, except His Return at the End of the 
Age, was already fulfilled in the first century, then this 
section was really only for His first century disciples 
and not for us, except to give us more confidence in 
Jesus. Since He was right about Jerusalem and the 
Temple, He must be right about the rest of the things 
He said. 
 
If His words were directed to a time still future even for 
us, then the Message the Apostles got, and really 
every Christian until now has received, was merely that 
some cataclysmic event is going to happen in the 
distant future. The effect of the passage would be to 
give those folks a sense of urgency in being ready for 
tribulation, and also Christ’s Return at the End of the 
Age… Be ready. 
 
I hope you can see that if we chose a side, an historic 
fulfillment in the past, or a yet to be fulfilled future, we 
settle on one of the two applications of this Scripture. I 
hope you can also see that both applications are true, 
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and good, and appropriate and most importantly Jesus’ 
intention for delivering these words. 
 
If we take both possibilities as real possibilities, instead 
of dogmatically clinging to only one, we can apply both 
outcomes to our Christian lives and be the better for it. 
Not to mention the fact that if we’re not dogmatic about 
one side, we don’t have to fight those who dogmatically 
take the other side. We can be above the fray, not 
because we are ignorant. but because we are not 
ignorant.  
 
Most of the Passage easily fits an historic fulfillment, 
but not every detail. Likewise, though, it’s also difficult 
to see this as a purely future event. That’s easier than 
the past event, because we can imagine anything we 
want to imagine, including the complete restoration of 
the Temple and the resumption of sacrifice. 
 
It’s just that though… Our imagining. Anything can 
happen in our imagination of the future… That isn’t 
scholarship or faith, it’s just human inventiveness. In 
1985, I was certain we’d be riding hoverboards and 
flying cars by 2015. We can imagine anything. So, just 
because people can imagine a future where every 



16 

 
detail of this passage is fulfilled, doesn’t mean that it is 
true. 
 
Is it possible that Jesus mixed together the first century 
cataclysmic devastation of the Jewish nation as well as 
the final events just before His Return at the End of the 
Age? I cannot see why not and by allowing for that 
possibility I get to keep the application that 1) Jesus is 
reliable because He was spot on in His prediction as 
recorded in history. And I get to keep the application 
that 2) I need to be ready for tribulation and for His 
Return. 
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We know from history that everything in verses 6 
through 20, actually happened. Some would object that 
verse 14, says that the Gospel would be preached to 
the whole world first. Two things. One, the term 
οἰκουμένη (𝐨𝐲-kü-mĕn-ā), is different from the world, 
κόσμος (kŏs-mŏs), in John 3:16, and often carries a 
meaning of limited scope as in the Province of Judea, 
or the Roman Empire, etc. It was fulfilled by 70 A.D. in 
the sense that it was preached in the lands, and 
nations surrounding Jerusalem… The whole world as a 
typical Jew back then would have reckoned it. It works. 
 

 
The Abomination of Desolation is similar in that it also 
works for 70 A.D., but not as well as you’d hope. After 
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taking Jerusalem, the Romans set up their standards 
and sacrificed to their gods on the Temple Mount, but 
by then, the Temple was already destroyed, and it was 
really too late to flee to the mountains… Not a perfect 
fit, but one that still works in a sense. Perhaps the 
Abomination came earlier and wasn’t recorded by 
historians. 
 

 
By the time we get to the end of verse 21, it just 
becomes impossible to fit it all in during the Jewish 
War. “A great tribulation, such as has not occurred 
since the beginning of the world until roughly 30 A.D., 
nor ever will occur at any point in the future.” 
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As horrific as it was, it wasn’t the worst thing that had 
ever happened to that point, nor was it as bad as some 
of the things that have happened since… If we’re 
honest. 
 
That has led to an idea of a looping, or cyclical, or 
repeating fulfillment - essentially a typological 
understanding - where prophecy is repeatedly fulfilled, 
generally getting more intense each time as more of 
the particular elements are added. 
 
People of this view generally think that the final 
iteration will include every detail, hence the idea that 
the Temple in Jerusalem will be rebuilt. It doesn’t have 
to be that way though. We could see WWII and the 
Holocaust, as one of the repeated fulfillments of Jesus’ 
prediction. If so, new details were better fulfilled, but 
others, not at all. It’s possible to see this as something 
completely fulfilled through the various repeats. Not 
every detail in any one of them, but collectively, all 
fulfilled. 
 
This is a scheme that allows for a combination of 
preterist, historicist, futurist and even idealist views. If 
you don’t know what that means - good, forget it - just 
know that anytime we dogmatically insist on a scheme 
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that will only be known for certain after it won’t matter 
anymore, is foolish. If we take it non-dogmatically, but 
seriously, we can rest assured that there is a Great 
Tribulation ahead, we can rest assured that every 
syllable of Jesus’ words will be perfectly fulfilled, and 
we don’t need to rely on our imaginations to envision a 
future necessary for the End that isn’t even close to 
being reality now. 
 
When folks insist on a future perfect fulfillment, then big 
things, like the rebuilding of the Temple and the 
resumption of sacrifice in Jerusalem, things that 
physically take years, if not decades, to build and 
institute, need to happen first. That contradicts the 
Bible’s constant theme of imminence - that it can all 
end at any time - and it leads to a complacency in 
believer’s that there’s still time before the end can 
come. 
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Verse 22, it’s so terrible, the Great Tribulation from the 
previous verse, must be cut short for the “Elect.” In 
order for this to be true, there must be God’s Elect on 
earth during the Great Tribulation. 
 
Most Dispensationalists say that the “Elect” here is in 
reference to a reconstituted Israel. Jewish Elect after 
Christians are Raptured. Evidently, the Jews need to 
suffer even more, but the American Christians can 
avoid it all. 
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As we saw previously in verse 24, False Christs will 
mislead many and would mislead even the “Elect,” if 
not for the intervention of the Holy Spirit. Many people 
sitting in churches around the globe today, believe that 
they are part of the “Elect,” and so, cannot be misled. 
Because of that they have a certain complacency 
about vetting the teachers and the teaching that they 
embrace. 
 
Many in America go to the other extreme and only 
teach themselves, not trusting in anyone else. Such 
people are almost always under the teaching of a false 
Christ. You cannot teach yourself Christianity by 
rejecting all of the teachers God has appointed. 
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What to do? Embrace your election by God through 
actively allowing His Holy Spirit to conform you to 
Jesus. What do I mean by saying that here? 
 
We don’t need to question our position in Christ, our 
election, our status as His beloved children, what we 
need to do is rest in Him and His completed work on 
our behalf, by doing what it is that such people do. 
 
One of those things is to be careful about who and 
what you’re listening to… It influences you, teaches 
you, realigns your perspective, and leads you. You 
must ask yourself, where are you being led? 
 
As an example, I know many of you listen to KJJR. 
Listen to that station hours a day, every day, and you 
are being led by what you have heard. It is impossible 
to listen to hours and hours of information without it 
affecting your perspective. Please examine whether 
who and what you follow is taking you where you want 
to go. 
 
It’s the same with anything. “You are what you eat.” 
What are you eating? And I’m not talking about food. 
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So again, as I say, trust God with your position in His 
family through Jesus as evidenced by the Holy Spirit. 
What is the evidence of the Holy Spirit in you? Not a 
warm fuzzy feeling, not a burning in the bosom, not a 
feeling of superiority over the unwashed, but an 
unnatural love for others that cannot be explained and 
by an unnatural love for God that manifests as spiritual 
growth… The growth that produces conformity to Christ 
which in part is a desired obedience to God’s Word. 
 
Following the principles established in God’s 
Relationship Book, that we call the Bible, because 
more and more, you want to follow… Including the bit 
about staying alert to who and what you listen to and 
who and what you chase after. “Do not be misled” … 
By acting like one of God’s “Elect,” because you are 
one of God’s “Elect.” 
 
Then as we saw last week, verse 27 means that just as 
lightening in the east is obvious even in the west, so 
will Jesus’ Return be. Next, just as a dead body is 
obvious by all the vultures winging that way, so will 
Jesus’ Return be. When He Returns - there will be no 
question in your mind.  
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Matthew 24:29-31, 29“But immediately after the 
tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and 
the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall 
from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be 
shaken. 30“And then the sign of the Son of Man will 
appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth 
will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on 
the clouds of the sky with power and great glory. 
31“And He will send forth His angels with a great 
trumpet and they will gather together His elect from the 
four winds, from one end of the sky to the other. 
 
This passage is connected to what we just examined 
by the connecting word translated here as “But.” That’s 
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typical and it’s okay because you have to have a word. 
My point is that the Greek word functions to connect 
these verses to the whole thing we were just talking 
about… What was that pray tell? 
 
Jesus’ Return. He was talking about the terrible 
tribulation and moved into the deception of false 
Christs during those days and then established that 
when He actually Returned it would be obvious… So 
now, since He brought that up, He expands and 
clarifies. 
 
The next word in English is “Immediately.” In Greek it is 
the first word and adds a much greater impact or 
emphasis that is missing in English. “Immediately after 
the tribulation… the sun will go out.” Greek is able to 
make it more dramatic and at the same time with a tiny 
word added later, it makes the connection with the past 
comments plain. 
 
Some people think that “Immediately,” doesn’t mean 
“Immediately.” The word is εὐθέως (ü-thĕ-ōs), means 
instantly, straightaway, forthwith, at once, immediately, 
as in immediately. Well, immediately after the 
tribulation just discussed, then the “Sun will be 
darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the 
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stars will fall from the sky, and the powers of the 
heavens will be shaken.” 
 
It’s a common theme in the Bible’s Apocalyptic 
Prophetic passages. Isaiah 24:23 in the NIV children’s 
Bible ends such a reference by capturing the gist well. 
Speaking of God’s presence on earth, it says, “They 
will see his glory (God’s glory). His rule will be so 
glorious that the sun and moon will be too ashamed to 
shine.” 
 
In the ancient world the things in the sky, especially the 
sun, the moon, the planets, and the stars, were seen 
as gods. At that time almost every religion, outside of 
Judaism, believed that if not actual gods, then at least 
controlled by gods. The Bible repeatedly teaches that 
all of those things will bow down, in a sense, to their 
true Creator. 
 
It means that the “Son of Man” has the authority and 
glory of the real God. Since God does not share that 
with anyone (Isaiah 42:8, 48:11, etc.), the “Son of Man” 
is God. A preview of Matthew 25:31, to come… “But 
when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the 
angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious 
throne.” 
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Back to the middle bit of our current passage, Jesus 
specifically answered their second question from verse 
3, “What will be the sign?” He already said it would be 
obvious, but here in verse 30, He specifically states 
that “The sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky,” 
and everyone Saint and Sinner will know. 
 
But, if you’re paying attention, He doesn’t actually say 
what the sign is… Or did He? Jesus referred back to 
Daniel 7:13&14, 13“I kept looking in the night visions, 
And behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son 
of Man was coming, And He came up to the Ancient of 
Days And was presented before Him. 14“And to Him 
was given dominion, Glory and a kingdom, that all the 
peoples, nations and men of every language Might 
serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
Which will not pass away; And His kingdom is one 
Which will not be destroyed. 
 
While that’s more information it doesn’t tell us what the 
sign is… What is the sign that is so obvious everyone 
will know? People miss the fact that Jesus already said 
that the sun, moon, planets, and stars would cease to 
shine - that ought to get everyone’s attention rather 
quickly. 
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Jesus will Arrive in the clouds. That’s not your typical 
cumulonimbus, or cirrostratus - these are the clouds of 
Divine Glory as at Christ’s Transfiguration and at His 
Ascension into Heaven. It is this Heavenly Smoke of 
Incense that accompanies Jesus on His Return… 
 
That is the sign of His coming at the End of the Age. 
Praise His Name and eagerly anticipate that day by 
being ready for what comes before, what comes at that 
moment and what comes for eternity after. 
 
Verse 31 tells us that all of His Elect, whether dead or 
alive will join Him at that time in the sky… Sounds like 
a Rapture to me. 


