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Alêtheia Christian Fellowship 
 December 20, 2020 

                                  “God Wins” 
 

Sunday school at 8:30, Service at 9:15, Service at 10:45 with King’s Kids. 
  

NEWS 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 4:30 

Use the “Mask,” “No mask,” as an opportunity to be Christlike to others. 
Wednesday Night Activities at 6:30 PM 

 

330 N. Somers Rd. (Mail: PO Box 10626) Kalispell, MT 59904~ (406) 755-1776 
Visit the website ~ www.myaletheia.com 

New Podcast Host: myaletheia.podbean.com Or go to Spotify, and type in myaletheia 
Like us on Facebook (aletheiachristianfellowship) 

Emails: pastor@myaletheia.com, stacey.sundt@myaletheia.com 

 
MATTHEW 24:3 ~ “Tell us, when will these things happen, and what will be the sign of 
Your coming, and of the end of the age?” 
 
The Disciples wanted more details. We always want God to give us more information…  
 
 
 
 
MATTHEW 24:4-8 ~ 4And Jesus answered and said to them, “See to it that no one 
misleads you. 5“For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will 
mislead many. 6“You will be hearing of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not 
frightened, for those things must take place, but that is not yet the end. 7“For nation will 
rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and in various places there will be 
famines and earthquakes. 8“But all these things are merely the beginning of birth 
pangs. 
 
When talking about important things we often preface them. It’s usually a waste of time 
because people are so eager for the juicy bit, they ignore the preliminary bit. 

Fill out the other side, detach this part of the page, and place it in the 
offering plate or the prayer/suggestion box in the lobby or with an Elder or 

Deacon of the church. 
 

God Bless You! 
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His opening statement is the whole point.  
 

The problem with misled people is the don’t see it - in fact, they become 
even more certain of their delusion. 

 
 
 
 
People especially love the end of the world stuff… It actually increases our 
susceptibility to being misled (Jeremiah chapter 29). 
 

Not only does no one know, just the desire to know, shows a lack of 
trust in God.  

 
 
 
 

Apocalypse is derived from Greek - ἀποκάλυψις (ä-pŏ-kä-lü-psēs), the verb is, 

ἀποκαλύπτω (ä-pŏ-kä-lüp-tō). It’s two Greek words, meaning is to take away the 

covering and expose what was previously hidden (I Corinthians 3:13). 
 
 
  
 

According to Jesus, many false Christs would come - ψευδόχριστος (psü-dŏ-ẋȑēs-tŏs). 

A pseudo-Christ. The Apostle John prefers the term ἀντίχριστος (än-tē-ẋȑēs-tŏs), 

“Against Christ.” John’s disciple Polycarp said every person who preaches false 
doctrine is an antichrist. A false Christ is by very definition an antichrist. 
 

The whole point is to reveal something, not make it more confusing. The 
reason we have a problem, is we are looking for a different revelation than 
the one God gave. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Write a brief note – detach and place in the offering, or the prayer box, or give it to a Deacon/Elder 

________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Name ____________________________ Address ______________________________________________ 
 

Phone ______________________ Email ______________________________________________________ 



3 

 
Alêtheia ~ Matthew 24b ~ 122020 
“God Wins” 
 

 
Last week, in the beginning of chapter 24, we saw 
Jesus and His Followers departing Jerusalem. If you’ll 
remember, the whole previous chapter was Jesus 
pronouncing judgment upon, and lamenting over the 
nation. Most of the Jews had gone astray, some worse 
than others, but everyone was going to suffer… It is the 
way it goes, and it is sad. 
 



4 

 

 
People drive like lunatics around here now. So 
aggressive, so on the edge of the envelope and 
therefore so dangerously… I imagine they think that 
they’re in a hurry and that they’re skilled drivers, but 
really, they’re just self-absorbed, rude, and impatient. 
(and that’s being incredibly kind about it). This isn’t 
NASCAR. When they inevitable push the boundaries 
too far, are they the only ones to pay? Never. In one 
way, or another, many, if not all, will pay for their 
impudent disregard for others. 
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We have people in our country today, who are, 
according to a friend who knows, giddy about the 
possibility of getting some gun time locally. What I 
mean is going to war without the hassle of travel. They 
are excited about shooting other Americans in a new 
civil war… Trust me, if it comes to that, everyone will 
pay, it will not be the John Wayne glorious victory 
imagined, and it will never succeed in making America 
Great. What it will do, is lead to horrors you cannot 
even imagine, murder, mayhem, rape, abuse, torture, 
pillage, and plunder on an unspeakable scale… It will 
destroy our economy and therefore our military might 
and leave us completely vulnerable to an outside actor 
like China, or Russia, or both. We will all pay if it comes 
to that. Merry Christmas! 
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After such an in-your-face declaration by Jesus in the 
Temple, it was only natural for the Disciples to 
essentially say what many of you are thinking right 
now… Surely, it’s not that bad. Surely, it’s not going to 
be like you just described.  
 
Many of you are thinking, you’re wrong Scott… About 
the civil war… It won’t be like that. Well, now you’re in 
the sandals of the Disciples, because that’s exactly 
what they thought. You’re wrong Jesus… About the 
judgment on Israel… Look at the city, look at the 
Temple complex, look at the majesty and magnificence. 
We are God’s chosen people, surely, You’re wrong. 
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In verse 2, Jesus bluntly told them that not one stone 
would be left standing on another. How did they 
respond? How would you respond? 
 

 
Matthew 24:3, As He was sitting on the Mount of 
Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, “Tell 
us, when will these things happen, and what will be the 
sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?” 
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First, let me say that Jesus’ statement in verse 2, “Not 
one stone here will be left upon another,” was not literal 
from a modern western perspective. That verse is used 
by people to say that Jesus was wrong and so the 
Bible is unreliable, because many stones are still 
standing upon one another to this very day - I’ve seen 
them with my own eyes - thanks to you. 
 
Because that’s true, defenders say, well, Jesus was 
only talking about the temple buildings upon the 
Temple Mount. It’s completely unnecessary. His 
statement is figurative for being utterly ruined. It’s 
remarkable to me, how often we use figurative 
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language and then expect every word of the Bible to be 
completely literal. 
 
One of the most misused words in English today is 
“Literally.” People are constantly applying the word to 
figurative language… We are a genuinely muddled and 
confused people. 
 
Anyway, in walking along the path Jesus had answered 
their skepticism about the coming judgment upon Israel 
and then He sat down, which was the indication that it 
was an appropriate time for further discussion. 
 

 
The Disciples wasted no time and queried Him for 
more details. We always want God to give us more 
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information… We want the particulars. Give me the 
details. 
 
How often has some incredible strange thing happened 
and we simply say, I’m not interested in the how, or the 
why, I just trust the Lord? 
 
So, they ask Jesus for the specifics… “When,” and 
“What,” and what they really mean is “Why?” Jesus 
prefaces His answer, not really getting to the “When,” 
until verse 15 and the “What,” until verse 30. We talked 
about the “Why?” last week. God never wanted people 
to put Him at arm’s length through their religious fervor 
concerning Him. What I mean, is He never wanted 
people to get so distracted with the doing of religious 
things that they forgot about intimacy with Him. They 
did, and that’s “Why.” 
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Matthew 24:4-8, 4And Jesus answered and said to 
them, “See to it that no one misleads you. 5“For many 
will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will 
mislead many. 6“You will be hearing of wars and 
rumors of wars. See that you are not frightened, for 
those things must take place, but that is not yet the 
end. 7“For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom, and in various places there will be 
famines and earthquakes. 8“But all these things are 
merely the beginning of birth pangs. 
 
When talking about important things, especially when 
they’re easily misunderstood, we often preface them 
with some bit of preliminary information, just as Jesus 
did here. 
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That preliminary information is often overlooked 
because of the desire to get to the good stuff, but the 
whole reason it’s there is because it is, itself, extremely 
important. Jesus wouldn’t have started with it if it 
weren’t vital. 
 
His opening statement is the whole point. Jesus 
elaborated, gave examples, but the whole point is “See 
to it that no one misleads you.” For Him to say that to 
the Disciples who had learned directly from Him, 
means that there exists a strong possibility of 
Christians being misled concerning the return of Christ 
and the end times. 
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The problem with misled people is the don’t see it - in 
fact, they double down, they entrench, they become 
even more certain of their delusion. 
 
If I say that there are people in this building who are 
presently being misled, every one of you will assume 
that I’m talking about someone else… Every one of 
you. So, as you smugly think to yourself, I know who 
he’s talking about… You probably don’t. What you must 
do is accept that it can happen to you, that it probably 
has happened to you, at least to some degree, and 
then desperately desire to fix it. What you must do is 
earnestly pray that God would show you His Truth, 
rather than confirming your own truth. 
 
“See to it that no one misleads you,” means to stay 
alert. It means to be open to all the information 
available and shrewdly, wisely, humbly, prayerfully, 
Biblically, assess it and apply the result. When a 
deceiver packages a lie well, it’s difficult to decern, how 
much more difficult when the lie fits our bias? 
 
People especially love the end of the world stuff… 
 
We have seen that very thing over and over in the 
2,000-year long history of the church. Most of the cults 



14 

 
and weird denominations that have sprung up over the 
last 200 years were started because of some special 
revelation about Christ’s coming, or the end times. 
 

 
Seventh Day Adventists got their start when a dude 
named Miller calculated Christ’s return for 1844 (not his 
first prediction, by the way). When Christ failed to show 
up to the party on time, some of his followers doubled 
down. They reinterpreted what the coming entailed (it’s 
complicated) and created a whole new denomination. 
 
Today, there are many people throwing times and 
dates around based upon signs and calculations. 
Jesus bluntly said as His first words on the subject, 
“See to it that no one misleads you.” That’s so much 
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more difficult when we want to be misled. Trust me, the 
first Adventists wanted to be misled - they wanted to be 
living in the end times. 
 

 
It is very similar to Jeremiah chapter 29. There the 
Prophet Jeremiah sent a letter to the exiles in Babylon 
that told them to settle in and make a home there 
because God had a timetable, and nothing would 
change that. They would be in captivity for seventy 
years. Therefore, they were not to allow false prophets, 
or diviners, deceive them. 
 
They were saying resist, the time to return is now, and 
that was a message the people wanted to be true. But, 
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God through Jeremiah, told the people not to listen to 
them because God did not send them. His Truth was, 
“Stay the course that God has set before you.” Settle 
into a new life in a foreign land. Do not be deceived, 
because you like the lie better than the Truth… That 
was the Message. That is still the Message. 
 
Almighty God the Father has set in stone the time of all 
things. He will not be rushed. He is the only One Who 
knows the perfect moment to end this present reality 
for the maximum possible good and that’s precisely 
what He will do. 
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No one knows “When,” and if they say they do, they 
are a false prophet trying to lead God’s people astray - 
do not listen to them. Oh, but this is different, we can 
see the times, we can calculate the end… Right. That’s 
what everyone throughout the centuries has thought. 
Everyone before me was wrong, but we’ve got it 
figured out now. 
 
Just the desire to know, shows a lack of trust in God. 
Who cares “When”? Just be ready all the time. That 
constant readiness is the entire point of the imminency 
of the Return. Imminence means that it could come at 
any moment. Eminence means importance, as in, hello 
your eminence. Immanence means within a thing, or 
inherent to it, as in the God of the Bible is immanent 
because He is omnipresent… He exists everywhere 
and permeates everything. We’re talking about 
imminence, which has to do with nearness and so 
when talking about something about to happen it has to 
do with immediacy - at any time. It is a Biblical 
principle. 
 
God, through the Bible, has conveyed to His people 
that we should have an expectancy that we could be 
standing before Him at any instant. Christ’s return is 
imminent. Stay alert. 
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Biblically, the reason there is apocalyptic revelation and 
prophecy is to remind people that “Soon and very soon 
we are going to see the King.” Just so everyone 
understands what I’m saying… 
 
 
Apocalypse doesn’t mean the end, or disaster, or war, 
or tribulation, or anything to do with the end of the 
world calamities we associate it with… Such as the 
Zombie Apocalypse. 
 
It is a word derived from Greek - ἀποκάλυψις (ä-pŏ-kä-
lü-psēs), is the noun form of the verb, ἀποκαλύπτω (ä-
pŏ-kä-lüp-tō). It’s two Greek words, ἀπό (ä-pŏ), 
meaning away from, and καλύπτω (kä-lüp-tō), to cover, 
conceal, or hide. So, the name Calypso means a 
woman concealing her true intentions - a deceiver - a 
beguiler. 
 
Well, when we put the two words together the meaning 
is to take away the veil, or covering and expose to 
open view what was previously hidden. We generally 
translate the verb as, to reveal, and the noun as 
revelation. ἀποκάλυψις is the actual name of the Bible 
Book we call the Book of Revelation. Both terms, the 
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Apocalypse and the Revelation mean exactly the same 
thing… It is to make known what was unknown. 
 
A great example of a non-end-of-the-world use, which 
is still quite appropriate to our conversation, is found in 
I Corinthians 3:13, where Paul says that. “Each man’s 
work will become evident; for the day will show it 
because it is to be revealed (ἀποκαλύπτω) with fire.” 
 

 
According to this revelation of Jesus, many false 
Christs would come - Jesus will use that exact term 
“False Christs,” in verse 24. It is ψευδόχριστος (psü-dŏ-
ẋȑēs-tŏs). A pseudo-Christ. The Apostle John prefers 
the term ἀντίχριστος (än-tē-ẋȑēs-tŏs), ἀντί, giving us 
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anti, means, against - so, “Against Christ.” John’s 
disciple Polycarp said every person who preaches 
false doctrine is an antichrist. A false Christ is by very 
definition an antichrist. 
 
While there have been, currently are, and will be, many 
false, or anti-Christs, at the very end there will be the 
ultimate Antichrist. Daniel referred to him as the “Little 
Horn,” and the “Abomination of Desolation.” Paul uses 
the terms “Man of Lawlessness,” and “Son of Perdition, 
or Destruction.” 
 

 
The Apocalyptic passages and Books of the Bible - 
those sections that deal with the End Times - are 
complex and they contain a liberal dose of hyperbole 
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and metaphorical symbolic language. There has been 
no scholarly agreement on what it all means over the 
2,000-year church age, nor was there any consensus 
among Jews experts before Jesus was born on 
Christmas Day. 
 
That seems weird, when the whole point is to reveal 
something, not make it more confusing. 
 
The reason we have a problem, is we are looking for a 
different revelation than the one God intended us to 
get. It’s all crystal clear, once you understand what God 
is revealing. 
 
What I, and really any studious Christian, can tell you 
with absolute certainty is that 1) horrible things happen 
in our world because of sin. 2) As sin increases, evil 
increases and suffering escalates. 3) Jesus, through 
His completed work on the Cross has already defeated 
sin, but 4) we have not yet caught up to the full effect of 
His victory… Yet… Yet. 5) Further, God will utterly 
destroy sin, its agents, and its effects, once and for all - 
God wins! 
 
Therefore, the entire purpose of all this apocalyptic 
material - the thing that it all truly reveals - is that life is 
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so hard, but for those in Christ it will be perfect for all 
eternity. The revelation is to reassure you, by revealing 
the end. That is the goal and purpose. 
 
It’s like Mookey going to the hospital on Tuesday. 
Imagine if God told him today that he would be going 
home after a successful operation, that he would 
experience pain, suffering, setbacks, and hard work, 
but that he would fully recover and be good as new in 
by spring. That revelation would make going through 
the weeks and months a whole lot less uncertain. It 
would bolster his faith and his attitude would be as 
positive as his faith in the revelation. 
 
Now, if his faith in the revelation wavered during 
especially painful times, it would not continue to have 
its intended effect. The less he believed in his 
revelation the more he would focus on the negative 
and the less he would trust God.  
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Another way that our trust in God is proven, is by the 
“Joy of the Lord” during tough times and the “Peace 
which passes all comprehension” in the midst of chaos. 
 
What I’m saying is God’s Revelation has never been to 
get you making charts and working calculations, 
stocking armories, and building bunkers. It was, and is, 
and will ever be, God telling you that no matter how 
bad things get - He’s got you. Everything is going to be 
okay. He wins and therefore so do we…. Trust Him. 
That’s the point. 
    
About 15 years ago we went through the Book of 
Revelation here at church. When I revealed that 
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information, a young woman came to me very grumpy. 
She had to go back to college and was going to miss 
out. She asked if I could give her the Reader’s Digest 
Abridged version. I said sure. God wins. That did not in 
any way satiate her curiosity, but if she had really 
understood, she would have been far more comforted 
by it, than she would have in knowing all the details 
about the end. 
 
You can spend the rest of your life studying the last 
Book in the Bible and you will never get a better insight 
than that. God wins and so, every one of His children… 
His friends, His family, win in Him. 
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I’m not telling you that you can’t stock up on food, 
ammo, and toilet paper. I’m not telling you that you 
can’t spend your resources on building an elaborate 
bunker complex replete with sniper hides and foxholes. 
I’m not telling you that you can’t prepare for civil war… 
What I am telling you, is that in spite of all the 
preparations you could make in a thousand lifetimes, 
you are going to die.  

 
If you are a Christian, you are going to stand in front of 
the Lord Jesus Christ and you are going to give Him a 
full accounting of what you did on earth for the 
Kingdom of Heaven with the resources He gave you. 
You are going to explain to Almighty God why you did 
what you did, and why you failed to do what you failed 
to do… In my mind, preparing for the eternal, is of far 
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greater value than preparing for the temporary… That’s 
just me. 
 

 
I’ve mentioned this before. Once, I got the big picture. I 
was one of the instructor/evaluators on the Wing 
Nuclear Certification Board. Overseas, the F-111 had 
both a conventional and a nuclear role. In order to sit 
alert with, do a preflight inspection of, or carry on the 
jet, live nuclear weapons, each aviator had to be 
certified by the board. As a member, I, along with a 
panel of other dudes, would grill guys on the tiniest 
details. 
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As part of the gig, I got to go deep underground where 
there was a wall covered by a huge curtain… Like the 
Holy of Holies, but not holy. I was allowed to pull back 
the curtain. No white-haired guy back there. What was 
concealed was revealed. It was a massive map of the 
world and on it was every pre-planned nuclear 
detonation. The place, the time, the nuclear yield, and 
the means of delivery. B-52s and F-111s, Submarines 
and ICBMs. 
 
What I learned that day is that the very best thing that 
could happen to you if the zero hour ever came… Was 
to have the first nuke land in your back pocket. 
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Whatever the future holds regarding this life, God wins, 
and when He does, I want to be sure that I’ve been a 
guy who used the resources that He gave me wisely. I 
want to be a guy who spent his time, effort, and money, 
on things that will last… Like advancing the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 
 
Jesus came to earth. That’s the thing we’re celebrating 
with Christmas. It isn’t the foolishness of His actual 
birth, or the manger, or the wise men, or the angels, or 
the shepherds… All of that can distract us from the 
purpose of Christmas… The purpose is to 
acknowledge, celebrate and proclaim that Almighty 
God took upon Himself human flesh and dwelt among 
us… That He did it not as a king, or a warrior, not as a 
priest, or a rich man, but as one of us, in order to save 
us. 
 
In our verses today, Jesus commanded us to do two 
things. He commanded us not to be misled and He 
commanded us not to fear. 
 
There are all kinds of nonsense that has gone on, is 
going on now and will continue to go on until the end… 
Do not be misled and do not be afraid. 
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Why? Because God wins. 
 

 


